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LIFE OF JOHN MILTOK 

FROM afamily ^nd town ofki» name in Oxfordthin^ our n 

vitkor derived his descent ; but he was bom at London, ia 
the year lfl08. Hu father, John Milton, by profession ;* 

^(mener, lived in a reputable manner on a competent estate, j^' 

^irely his own acquisition, having been early disinherited by f. 

^parents for renouncing the communion qfthe church (^ 
ftowe, to which they were zealously devoted, \ 

Our author was thefavourite of his father' shapes, who, ti> 

cultivate the great genius which early displayed itself, wai 

it the expense of a domestic tutor, whose care and capacity 

Ids pupil hath gratefully celebrated in- an excellent LatlTf, 

^^gy. At his initiation he is said to have applied himself to 

fdters with such indefatigable industry, that he rarely wait 

prevailed upon to quit his studies before midnight ; which not 

^^lytnade him frequently subject to severe pains iahishead^ 

^ftt likewise occasioned that weakness in his eyes, which ter^ 

Stated in a total privation qf sight. From a domestiO 

I ^(Uion he W€i3 removed to St, PauVs school, to complete 

J *«acj!iamto»cc with the classics, under the care qfDr. GUI; 

^iOfiera short stay there, was transplanted to Chris fe 

I College in Cambridge, where he distinguished himself in alt 

( mds of academical exercises. Of this society lie cojftinued m 

^^^mbertUl he commenced master of arts; and then, leaving^ 

'« utdversity, he returned to his father, who had quitte4 

Whetinou, and lived at Hortou iu Buckiughafnshire, where 

'^pursued his studio voith unparalleled assiduity and sb<>» 

Vol. 1 1 
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w THE LIFJE OF 

After some years spent in this studious retirement^ his 
mother died^ and then he previtUed with his father to grot ^if 
an inclination^ he had long en^tfuned of seeing foreig^i 
countries.^ Sir Henry Wotton^ at that time provost of Eton 
College^ gave him a letter of advice for the direction qfhis 
travels. Having employed his curiosity about two years in 
France and Italy^ on the news of a civil war breaking out in 
England^ he returned^ without taking a survey of Greece and 
Sicily^ as at his setting out the schema wa^ projected, yit 
Paris the Lord Viscount Scudamore, ambassador from King 
Charles I. at the court of France^ introduced him to the a^~ 
guaintance qf Grotiu^^ who at that time was honoured with 
the same character there by Christiana^ queen qf Sweden. In 
RomCy Genooy Florence, and other cities qf Italy, he con- 
tracted afamiliarity with those who were qf highest reputa- 
tion for wit and learning, several qf whom gave him veryi 
i^liging testimonies of their friendship and esteem. 

Returning from his travels, he found England on the point 
qf being involved in blood and confusion . He retired to lodg- 
ings provided for him in the City ; which being commodious 
for the reception qfhis sister'* s sons, and some other young 
gentlemen, he undertook their education. 

In this philosophical course he continued, without a wife, 
till the year 1643, when he married Mary, the daughter of 
Richard Powel, of Forest-HUl in ^Oxfordshire, a gentleman 
qf estate and reputation in that county, and of principles so 
very opposite to his son-in-law, that the marriage is more 
to be wondered at than the separation which ensued,in little 
more than a month after she had cohabited with him in Lon- 
don. Her desertion provoked him both to tOrite sevej^al trea- 
tises concerning the doctrine and discipline of divorce, ajid al- 
so to pay his addresses to a young lady qf great wit and beau- 
ty; but, before he had engaged her affections to conclude the 



> 



JOim MILTON. vU 

narriage treaty y in a visit df ffn^ ofAis relatiotu, hefoun^ kit 
wifhproitrate before hirrty impioringfbrgivefKssand reeoneUi' 
at ion. It is not to be doubted but an interview of tkatntU 
ture, so little expected, must wonderjidly aj^ct him; and 
perhaps the impressions it made on his imagination contfibn* 
ted muck to the painting of that pathetic sceite in FafUdue 
Lost*, in iohieh Eve addresseth herself to Adam for pardon 
and peace. At the intereessionof his friendswho were preeenty 
after a short reluctance, he generomsly sacrijieed stli his re- 
sentment to her tears : 

.»...„^ soon his heart relented 

Yow*ards her, his life so late and sole deligkt^ 
Now at his feet submissive in distress. 

And afUr this re-union^ so far was he/ram retaining any wh 
kind memory qf the pro/vocations which he had receivedjrom her 
ill condueij that when the king'scame was entirely suppressed^ 
and her father, who had been active in his hyaUy, was ea^pofw 
ed to sequestration^ Milton received both him and his family 
to protection, cmd free entertainmentjin his own houses till 
their affairswere accommodated by his interest in the vietO" 
riousfaction, 

A commission to constitute him adjutant-general to sir iVil- 
liam Waller was promised, but soon superseded^ by Waller^e 
being laid aside, when his masters thought it proper to new^ 
model their army. However, the keenness of his pen had so 
effectually recommended him to CromweWs esteem,thaty when 
he took the reins of government into his own hand, he adoan* 
ced him to be Latin secretary, both to himself and the Parties 
meat ; tlie former qftheeepr^erments he enjoyed both under 

* Book X. 
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^wwrper ami his $on, the other uiUU king ChatUs II. was 
wmtemd. For some time he had an apartment for his family 
Qlt Whitehall: but his health requiring a freer accession of 
lltr, he was obliged to removefrom thence to lodgings which 
ppened into 8t. Jameses Park, Hot long after his settlement 
ihere his wife died in ehild'bedf and much about the time qf 
ker deaths a gutta serenaj which had for several years been 
gradually incrfosing^ totally extinguished his sight, ' In this- 
m^Umchofy condition^ he wasisasily prevailed with to think of 
taking another wifsy who was Catharinfij the daughter of 
Captain Woodcock, of Hackney ; and she too, in less than a 
year after their marriugey died in the same unfortunate man- 
ner as the Jhrmer had donej and in his twenty-'third sonnet he 
doeshonour to her mem^» 

Being a second time a widower, he employed his friend I}r. 
Paget to make choice of a third consort, on -whose recommend 
dationhe married Elieabeth, the daughter ^Mr, Minshui, a 
Cheshire genHeman,by whom he hadnois9ue. Three daugh- 
ters by hisfrst wife, were then living; the two elder qfwhom 
mre said to have been very serviceable to him in his stutUee: 
Jbr ftaving been instructed to pronounce not only the modern^ 
tnt also the Latin, Oreek, and H^trew languages, they read 
in their respective originals^ whatever authors he wanted to 
consult, though they understood none but their mother- 
tongue. 

We come now to take a survey of him in that point of view^ 
Is which he will be looked upon by all succeeding ages with 
isqual delight and admiratkm. An intervtd of about twenty 
years had elapsed since he wrote the Mask qfComus, VAlle- 
gro,IlPenseroso, and Lyddas, all in such an exquisite strain^ 
thtU though he had left no other moniunents of his genius be- 
hind him, fits name had been immortal ; but neither the infir- 
mifiesqfage and constitution, nor the vicissitudes qffortun?^ 



JOHN MiLTeff. 

tesli <itpTtta tie rigtmr iff ia Vdmd, or rfterrt <-' ./i< 
tutiiieadalgn ht bad long ctnceititd nf tcriluii; a: 
p-m.'. Tht fall tf man KOI a nbjtct that hr I.C 
Utan b^aie^ied on/rir u tragedif, uAicA it tatendeil 
iy tit models of antiquity f and aome lUt aitho::! 
tilitg, tag, tJte play epated tckh that ipttcJi in Ihv 
&M>io/^I^mdi<eLstt,1. 33, inUcA u orfdncwif I'j H< 
the nt. Were it naleriai, I believe Imililpri,:ln 
pauagejj uhich luore plaiaiif appear to haeabei''i oi^ 

l/iiirtp'orl^ it it certain that he diii not br^n to jtinui'i • 
Jirl,in tAefom ahick it beari MOW, be/on ke hii'liitr, 
/lit controcerty vtiti 3almasiiu and More, laicn he Im, 
fy lost Ike HM of iit egei, and una forced to em/'l-;,. 

■ riiit. Yel under all tAe^ ditcouragemenis, im, 
oat inlempliont, in the year 1366 lie puilititd hi < 1' 
l,otl,tAenobtMt poemfnextio tboielif Hemeraii:! i 
theleBeTlheinit^manprBancedinanyagtornn/i::!!, 
I eienlion anji other evidence of ill inettimaliU ic<iil 
that tJkeJiaeit geaiuttticko liave iiiectedal iim, Im. 
tileemtdit avwrii lortliaA amUUmirate iltbemiii-..' 

AndrMBpeThaptitmiypattforttJi^am,tohai ant 
tcracity I affirm to be ttj'aet, thai UilOU) iffter hi: : i ii 
muck diffieuiig prevailed ta have ttii dhine pm'm I 
far the prett, couUtell the cipy for ae marelhuii 
poVMiii ; the payment tff whick valuahle coasi'Urtitt 
pendedupatthtiale^fthreenameroiu impnaioin:. 
natonably mag perienal pi^ndiet affeft the nn-ji ex 
fetfor«»ce.! 

Abfuttm/yeari^er,hepiiilitiedVeia£*<i V.en 

• Partdiu LotI, Book/Xi I. SB, 
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hntf Ob, wlwt afaHii^p -oSynm there U-^ vkich I loiU fay 
|I9 mtortf than that tk^e is scarify a more remarkable tf»- 
ftance *if the Jtailtifqf human reatomthan our author gave, 
inpr^ferrti^ikupomn to Ftradise Loit 

And fhnu having 'attended him to the eixty-nxth year qf 
Miage^ at dotely as such imperfect lights as men of letters 
0l^d retirement usuallif leave to guide our enquiry would al- 
I01P, it nam only remains to be recorded j that^ tift the year 1074, 
$hegoutputa period to his life^ at Bunhill, near London f 
Jkam whence his body was conveyed to St. (Hles's church, by 
• Cripf^gmtey where it lies interred in the chancel / and a neat 
monument has lately been erected to perpetuate his memory. 
. In his youth he is said to hat)e been extremely handsome ; 
the colour of his hair was a light brown^ the symmetry qfkii 
feaiufes exacts enlivened with an agreeable air^ emda beauti" 
fid mixture of fair and ruddy. His stature fas we Jind it 
measured by himself J did not exceed the middle^ine^ neither 
too lean nor corpulent ; his limbs well proportioned^ nervous^ 
emd active^ serviceeUtle in all reepects to his exercising the 
awordif in which he much delighted ; and uxmted neither skill 
norcoscrtu^ to resent an ajfrontfrmn men of the most ath^ 
leHc constitutions. In his diet he was abstemiotu ; not deti- 
^ate in the choice iff his dishes ; and strong liquors qfall 
tdnds were his aversion. His deportment was erect j open^ 
etjgM»l«9 his conversation easy^ cheerfkd^ instructive; his 
ant on all occasions at command,, faeetiousj grave, or satiri- 
€aly as the subject required. Hisjudgment, when disengaged 
fiom religious and political ^teculatums^ was Just and pene- 
trating, his apprehension quick, his memory tenacious qf 
Vfhat he read, his reading only not so extensive as his geniMs^ 
fiir thai was universal. And having treasured up suck 
immense store qf science, perhaps the faculties qfhis soul 
ipr^ip mart vigorous c^Hr hew at derived qf sight $ and hh 
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imagimatUm^ (naturaLbf smbUme and enlarged by reading 
romamcesy i^'whiek he vxu muck euttmaitred in kU yemth^J 
ichen, it wat wholly obHracted Jrom material 'objects^ toae 
more at liberty to make euch amaaing excurnone into the 
ideal worlds when in tompasing his divine work he was 
tempted to range 

Beyond the vieible diurnal sphere, 

Witk so mv^ aoeon^UshmenlSf not to haee had seme 
/knlie and miifortmnes A» he laid m the balance with thejkme 
endfMdtyqf writing. PanuUie Unt, wouldhavebeen ton 
great apertionjbr humaniiy. ELIJAH FMNTON. 
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The measure is EngUsk heroic verse without rh^me, as that 
ef Homer in Greeky and of Virgil in Latin ; rhyme being no 
^neeessarjf adjnncty or true ornament qfpoem or good verse, in 
Umger works e«pecto%, but the invention v^a barbarous affe^ 
to set off wretched TMttter and lame metre'; graced, indeed, 
since, by the use iff somefamous modem poets, carried away 
by custom, but much to their own vexation, hindrance, and 
constraint to express many things otherwise, and for the most 
part worse thanelse they would have expressed them. Not with- 
out cause, therefore, some, both Italian and Spanishpoets of 
prime note, have rejected rhyme, both in longer and shorter 
works, as have also long since our best English tragedies, as a 
thing qfitself,toallJudiciou8 ears, trivial and of no true musi- 
col delight; which consists only in apt numbers^t quantity 
of syllables, and the sense variously drawn out from one verse 
into another, not in the jingling so&nd of like endings, a fault 
avoided by the learned ancients, both in poetry andcdl good 
oratory. This neglect then qf rhyme so little is to be taken 
for a defect, though it may seem so per haps to vulgar readersy 
that it rather is to be esteemed an example set, the first in Ew» 
glish, qf ancient liberty recovered to heroic poem, from the 
troublesome and modem bondage of rhyming. 
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ARGUMEirr. 

Thejirst bookproposes,J!rst in brief ^tke whole subject^ Man's 
disobediently and the loss thereupon qf Paradise wherein he 
was placed .* then touches the prime cause qfhis/ally the ser- 

pent J or rather Satan in the serpent; who^ rwolting from 
God, anddrawing to his side many legions of angels^ was, by 
the commandiifGod^ driven out qf Heaven with all his crew 
into the great deep. Which action passed over^ the poem 
hastens into the midst iff things^ preseiUing Satan with his 
angels now falling into Hellj described here, not in the centre 
(far Heaven and Earth may be supposed as yet not made^ 
eertainly not yet accursed Jy but in a place of utter darkness^ 

Jttliest called Chaos, Here,Satan with his angels lying on 
the burning lakcy thunderstruck and astonished^ after a cer- 
tain space recovers^ as from confusion^ calls up him who 
next in order and dignity lay by him: they confer qf their 
miserable fall : Satan awakens all his legions, who lay till 
then in the samemanner confounded. They rise : their num- 
bers ; array qf battle ; their chief leaders named, €u:cording 
to the idols known afterwards in Canaan and the countries 
adjoining. To these Satan directs his speech, comforts 
them with lutpe yet qf regain ing Heaven, but tells them last- 
ly of a new world and new kind of creature to be created, ac- 
cording to an ancient prophecy or report in Heaven ;for 
that angels were long before this visible creation^ was the 
opinion of many ancient fathers. Tofndout the truth of 
this propftecy, and what to determine thereon, he refers fo a 

full council. What his associates thence attempt. Pan- i 
demotUum^ the palace ofSatauy rises suddenly built out qf 
the deep: the infernal peers there sit in council. 
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BOOK I. 

OF HftB^s first disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal ta^te 
Bronght death into the world, and all our woe. 
With loss of Eden, till one greater Man 
Restore os^nd regain the blissful seat, ^ 

Sing, heavenly Mosc, that on the secret top 
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire 
That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed| 
In the beg'inning how the Ht'.av^ns and Earth 
Rose ont of Chdoi^or if Sion hill 19 

Delight thee more, and Siloa's brook, that flow'd 
Fast bj the oracle of God ^ I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my adFent'rous songf, 
That with no middle flight intends to soar 
Above th* Aonian mount, while it pursues 15 

Thjiigv anattempted yet in prose or rhyme./ 
,^Rnd chiefly Tliou, O Spi'rit, that dost prefer 
Before all temples tV upright heart and pure, 
Instract me, for Thou know^st ; Thou from the drat 
Was present, and with mig-hfy wings outspread 30 

Dore-like safst brooding on the vast abyss, 
And mad*st it pregnant^/wliat in me is dark 
Illumine ; what is low raise and support ^ 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may assert eternal Providence, . 'i25 

And justify the ways of God to meii% 
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Say first, for Heaven hides nothing* fram thy view, 
Nor the deep tract of Hell ; tay firrt what canae 
MovM oor grand paitenli, in that happy atalai, 
FarourMof Heav*n to highly, to fall off 30 

From their Creator, and tranagress his will 
For one restraint, lords of the world hesides?^ 
Who first sedocM themto that iuul revolt ? ^ 
Th^ infernal Serpent; he it was, whose gnile. 
Stirred np with envy and revenge, de<seivM 33 

The mother of mankind, what time his pride 
Had cast him out from Heaven, witfi all his host 
Of rehel angels ; hy whose aid? aspiring 
To set himself in glory *bove his peers. 
He trOsted to have equallM the most High, ^ 

If he opposM ; and with amhitioos aim 
Against the throne and monarchy of God, 
RaisM impious war in Heav*n, and battle proud 
With vain attempt. Him the almighty Power 
Hurrd headlong flamingo from th* ethereal sky, 4(r 

With hideous rain and combustion, down 
To bottomless perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire, 
Who durst defy th* Omnipotent to arms. 
Nine times the space that measures day and night 39 

To mortal men, he widi his horrid crew 
lay vanquished, rolling in the fiery gulf. 
Confounded, though immortal : but his doom 
Reserved himto more wrath j for now the thought 
Both of lost happiness, and lasting pain, 55 

Torments him ; round he throws his baleful eyes} 
That witnessM huge affliction and dismay 
Mix*d with ohdnrat* pride and stedfiDthafc : 
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At once, fs far as angels ken, he views 

The dismal situatioa waste and wild ; 60 

A dungeon b^rrrUrie on all siites round. 

As one great furnace flamM ; yet from those flaM^ 

No light, but rather darkness risible 

SerrM onljto diseover sigrhb of woe^ 

Reg*ions of sorrow, doleful shades, where peaee C& 

And rest can never dwel^^ope never comes 

That comes to all ; hut tortare without end 

Siilluig^ and a fieiy deluge, fed 

With ever-burning sulphur unconsumM : 

Such place eternal Justice had prcparM 9^ 

Fordiose rebellious; here their pris^on oniaia'd 

lu ^er darkness, and their p4|rti<m set 

As Hfr remov'^dfrom God and light of He»v*n, 

As from the centre thrice to th^ utmost pole. 

how unlike the place from whence they fell ! Tj 
There the companions of his fall, o'erwheImM 
Widifloods and whirlwind^ of tempestuous fire, 

De soon discerns; and weltVinghy his side-. 

One next himself in pow'^r, and m^xt in crime^ 

Long after known in Pnlestiue, and namM 8b 

Bei'lzchub. To whom th* arch-enemy, 

And thence in Heav''n c&UM Satan, with bold words 

Breaking the horrid silence, thus began. 

" If thou bcest he ; but O how falPn ! how changed 
From him, who, in the happy realms of light, 85 

ClothM with transcendent brightness, didst outshine 
MvTimU though bright ! If he whom mutual league, 

1 nired thoughts and counsels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprize 

JoinM with me once, now misery hath joinM ^ 

In equal min^. iirto what pit thou sees! 
Vo^Ii. 7 2 
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From what heigrht fiUi'ii j so miich:t1ie itroiifirer provM 

He widi his thunder: and tiU then who knew 

The force of those dire arms? yet not for tiiose. 

Nor what the potent victor in his ttigt 0& 

Can else inflict, do I repent or chang«^ 

Though changM in outward histre, that fixM mind, 

And high disdain from sense of injarM merit, 

That with the mightiest rai&M me to contend^ 

And to the fierce contention brought along 1O0 

Innumerable force of spirits, arm'd, 

JThat durst dislike his reign, and me prefenrii^y 

His utmost powV with adverse powV opposM 

In dubious battle on the plains of Heavqn, 

And shook his throne. What Jhough the field be lost ? ^^ 

All is not lost ; th^ unconquerable will, 4K 

Aud study of revenge, immortal hate^ 

And courage never to submit or yield. 

And what is else not to be overcome ; 

That glory never shall his wrath or might . tlQ 

Extort from me. To boW and sue for grace 

With suppliant kuce, and deify his power^ 

Who from the terror of this arm so late 

Doubted his empire| that were low indeed, 

That were an ignominy and shame beneath 11:5 

This downfall; since by fate the strength of Gods 

And this empyreal ^ul^nce cannot fail } 

Since through experience of this great event 

In arms not worse, in foresight much advance, 

We may with more successful hope resolve.. 120 

To wage by force or guile eternal war, 

Irreconcileable to our grand foe. 

Who now triumphs, and in tV excess of joy 

Sole reigning^ holds the tyranny of Heaven." 
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So spake th* apostate ang«I, thoug'h in pakiy 125 

Taanting aloud, but rackM with (tecp despair: 
And him thiu aoswePti soon his bold compeer. 

**0 PitnfCE, O chief of many throned Powers, 
That led th* embattled Semphim to war 
r&derthy conduct, and in dreadful deeds 130 

Fearless, endangferM HeavVs perpetual Kingp, 
And pui^ proof his hig-h supremacy, 
^^iMther upheld by strength, or chance, or fnte 5 
Too well J see and me the dire event, 
That with sad overthrow ai^d foul defeat 135 

Hath lost us Heaven, and all this mig-bty host 
In horrible destruction laid thus lowj 
As{ar as Gods and heavenly essences 
Caa peribh ^ forthe mind and spi^rit remain 
invinciUe, and vigour soon rcturhs, 14# 

Though all onr gloiy' extinct, and happy state 
Here swallowM up in endless misery. 
Bat what if he our conqueror (whom I now, 
Of force believe 'almighty, since no less 
Than such could have o^erpowVM such force as ours) 145 
Have left us this oiur spiVit and strength entire 
Strongly to suffer and support our pains. 
That we may so suffice his vengeful ire. 
Or do hfm mightier service as his thralls 
By right of war, whatever his business b« 150 

Here in the heart of Hell to work in fire, 
Or do his errands in the gloomy deep ; 
Whatean it then avail, though yet we feel 
Strength undiminishM, or eternal being 
To undergo eternal punishment ?^ 1&& 

Whereto with speedy words th^ arch-fiend replied. 
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" PalPn €herQb ! to be weak is mUefablc, 
Doingp or suffering j but of this be sure, 
To do oagfht g-ood nerer will be our task, 
But ever to do ill our sole delight, 180 

As being the contrary to his high will 
^Vhom we resist. If then his pmvidence 
Out of our eril seek to bring forth good) 
Our labour must be to pervert that end, 
And out of good still to find means of evil ; 165 

Which oft times may succeed, so as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and disturb 
His inmost counsels from their destined aim. 
But see I the angry victor hath recallM 
His ministers of vc'ngeauce and pursuit 170 

Back to the gates of Heav'n : the sulphurous hail, 
Shot after us in storm, overblown hath laid 
The fiery surge^ thatfrom the pretcipice* 
Of Heav*n received us falling j and the thunder, 
WingM with red lightning and impetuous rage, X75 

Perhaps hath spent hisshaflbB, and ceases now 
To btiUow through the vast and boundless deep. 
I^t us not slip th' occasion, whether scorn, 
Or satiate fury yield it from our foe. 
^eest thou yon dreaiy plain, forlorn and wild, 180 

The scat of desolation, void of light, 
Sltt^e what the glimering of these livid flames 
Casts pale and dreadful ? Thither let ud tend 
From off the tossing of these fiery waves ; 
There rest, if any rest can harbour there ; 155 

And re-assembling our afflicted powers, 
Consult how we may henceforth most offend 
Our enemy ; our own loss how repair j 
llow overcome this dire calamity^ 
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What reinlbreement we may gain from hope ^ 190 

IF not what resolntioo from despair."^ 

Tbns Satan talking' to his nearest mate. 
With head vp-lift aiioire the wave, and eyes 
That ^mrklingr blaz*d,his other parts besides 
Prone on the ^ood, extended long and large^ 195 

Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monstrous size, 
Titanian, or Earth-bom, that warr*d on Jore j 
Briareoa or Typbon, whom the den 

By aocient Tarsus heM, or that sea beast )00 

Leriathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugest that swim th* <^cean stream : 
Him haply slnmbMng on the Norway foam, 
The piJot of some small night-founderM skiff 
Deeming some island, oft, as seaman teli, 20£» 

With fixed anchor ifi his scaly rind 
Moon by his side under the lee, while night 
Invests the sea, and wished morn delays : 
So stretchM out huge in length the arch-fiend lay 
ChainM on the bumiog lake : nor erer thence 210 

Had ris'n or heayM his head, but that the will 
And high permission of all-ruling Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark designs. 
That with reiterated crimes.he might 
Heap on himself damnation, while he sought 210 

Evil to others j and enragM might see 
How all his malice served but to bring forth 
Infinite goodness, grace and mercy shown 
On man by him seducM,but on himself 
Treble conftision, wrath and vengeance pourM« 220 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 
HiiiDigbty stature; on each hand the flameji 

3 * 
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Driven backward slope their pointed spires, and roUM 

In billows, leave i' tb^ midiit a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he steers his flight {Sfii 

Aloft, incumbent en the dusky air 

That felt unusual weig-ht; till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever burn'd 

With solid, as the lake with liquid fire ; 

And such appearM in hue, as when the force ^3t^ 

Of subterranean wind transports a hill 

Tom from Pelorus, or the shatterM side . 

Of thnndVing Ftna, whose combustible 

And fuelM entrails thence conceiring fire, 

SnblimM with mineral fury, aid the winds, 3^ 

And leare a singed bottom all involvM 

With stench and smoke : such resting found the sole 

Of nnblest feet. Him follow'cl his next mate. 

Both gloiying to hare 'scs^M &e Stygian flood 

As Gods, and by their own recorer'd strength, S2M> 

Not by the sufferance of supernal power. 

^ Is this the region. Ibis the soil, the clime,** 
Said then the lost arch-4ingel, ^^ this the seat 
That we must change for Heaven; fliis mournful gloom 
For that celestial light ? Be it so ! since he 245 

Who now is sovereign can dispose and bid 
What shall be right : farthest from him is best. 
Whom leasoD ha&k eqnaU'd, force hath made supreme 
Above his equals ! Farewell happy fields, 
Where joy for ever dwelb. HaiL, horrors ! hail| S50 

Infernal worid! and ilMiii,prof«undcst Hell 
Receive thy new possesrar ! one who brings 
A mind not to be chang*d by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in itself 
C^aakQ a He^v'tt of Hejla a lidl of Itov'ov fed 



r^ 
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What matter where, if I he still the same, 

Aad what I shouM he, all bat less than he 

Whom thnnder had^made greater? Here at least 

We shall be free : th^ Almig'hty hath not built 

Here for his envy, will not drire ns hence : 260 

Here we may reign sevmre, and in mj choice 

To re^n is worHi ambition thougii in Hell : 

Better to reign in Hell, than serre in Heav''n ! 

But wherefore let we then our faithful friends, 

Th^ associates and copartners of our loss, 2()5 

Lie dios astouishM on th^ oblivious pool, 

And call them not to share with us their part 

Id &xls unhappy mansion ; or once more 

Widi ndlled arms to try what may be yet 

HegainM in Heav'n, or what more lost in Hell ? 370 

So Satan spake, and him Beehx^bub 
Tims answerM. ^^ Leader of those armies bright, 
Which bat th* Omnipotent none could have foiPdJ 
If once they bear that voice, their liveliest pledge 
Of hopes in fears and dangers, heard so oft 275 

In worst cikfrcmes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battle when itragM, in all assaults 
Their surest signal, they will soon resume 
New courage, and revive, dioogh now they lie 
Groveling and prostrate on yon lake of firs^ 280 

As we erewhile, astounded and amazed ; 
Ko wonder, fairnsuch a pernicious height.^' 

He scarce had ceasM, when the superior fiend 
Was moving tow^ard the shore : his ponderous shield, . 
Ethereal temper, massy, large, and romWly 96iy 

Behind him cast; the broad circurafereoce 
Ilang on his shouldersiike tiie moon, whose orb 
Huough optic glan the Tuscan srt^t.views 
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At eTeaing'froiii the ti^ of Fesole, 

Or in Valdarno, to deMij new land^, 390 

Rivers or mountains in her spottjr gflobe. 

llis spear, to equal which die tallest pine 

Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be du; mast 

Of some j^reat admiral, were but a wand. 

Be walk'd with to support nneasj steps 295 

Orcr die burning' maiie, not like tfa^e steps 

On Heaven^s tt^re ; and the torrid clime 

Smote on him sore beside, vaulted with fire : 

Nathless he so endured, till on the beach 

Of that inflaoked sea he stood, and calPd 30^ 

His legions, angel fonns, who lay entrancM 

Thick as autumnal leaves dtatstrow the brooks 

In Vallombrosa, where tV Etrurian shades, 

High over<-arch*d, embowV ; or scattered aedge 

Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion armM 30ft 

Hath vezM the Red-Sea coast, whose waves o^erdirew 

Busiris and his Memphian chivalry, 

While with perfidious hatred they pursued 

The sojourners of Goshen, who beheld 

From the safe shore their floating carcasses 310 

And broken chariot wheels : so diick bestrewn, 

Abject and lost, lay these, covering die flood, 

lender amazement of dieir hideous change. 

He caird so loud, that all the hollow deep 

Of Hell resounded. ^ Princes, potentates, 31& 

Warriors, tlie flow' r of Heav'n ! once yours, now lost, 

If such astonishment as this can seize 

Eternal qpi^rits ; or have ye choa'n this plaoa 

After the toil of batde to repose 

Your wearied virtue, for the ease you find 320 

To sluffih^r here, m in |be rales of Heaven ? 
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Or in this abject posture hare ye sworn 

T* adore the conqueror ? who now beholdsi 

^herab and seraph roUing* in the flood 

With scatter^arms andensig-ns; till anon 3^# 

His swiftpursnera from Heaven gates discern 

Th* advantage, and descending* tread us down 

Thns drooping, or with linked thnnderbolts 

Transfix ns to the bottom of this gulf. 

Awake, arise, or be for ever fafl*n !'' 330 

They heard, and wereabashM, and up they sprang 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch, 
On duty sleeping found by whom they dread, , 

Bouse, and bestir themsetires ere well awtdce. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 3di» 

la which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ; 
Yet to their generaPs voice they soon obeyM 
Innomerable. A s when the potent rod 
Of Amram^s son, in Egypt^S evil day, 
WavM round the coast, up callM a pitchy cloud 340 

Of locusts, waiping on the eastern wind, 
That oVr the realm of impious Pharoah HUng 
LiiLe night, and darkenM all the land of Nile : 
9o numberless were those bad angels seen 
HovMng on wing under the cope of Hell, 315 

Twixt upper, netber, and surrounding fires; 
Till, as a signal giv^n, th* up-lifted spear 
Of their great sultan waving to direct 
Tbeir course, in even balance down they light 
Oq the firm brimstone, and fill all the plain ; 360 

A multitude, like which the populous north 
I'uu/M never from her frozen loins, to pass 
khene or the Oanaw, when her bai'bVous sons 
i^e lite a deluge njx the south, and spread 



14 PARADISE LOST. Book I. 

Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian sands. 3^ 

Forthwith from ever^- squadron and each band 

The heads and leaders thither haste, where stood 

Their great commander ', gfodllke shapes and form* 

Excelling human ; princely dignities, 

And powers that erst in Hearen sat on thrones ; 90^ 

Though of their names in hea?^nly records now 

Be no memorial, blotted out and razM 

By the ir rebellion from the books of life. 

Nor had they yet among the sons of Eve 

Got them new names, till wandering o*er the earth, 36& 

Through God^s high suff*rancefor the trial of man, 

By falsities and lies the greatest part 

Of mankind they corrupted to forsake 

God their Creator, and th* invisible 

Glory of him that made them to tratisfona 370 

Oft to the image of a brute, adom*d 

With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 

And derils to adore for deities : 

Then were they known to men by various names, 

A nd various idols through the heathen world. 3^ 

Say, Muse, their names then known 3 who first, who last, 

EousM from the slumber, on that fiery couch, 

Attheir great emptor's call, as next in worth 

Came singly where be stood on the bare strand, 

Wliile the promiscuous crowd stood yet aloof. 39$ 

The chief were those, who, from the pitof HcU 

Roaming to seek their pre}' on earth, durst fiiL 

Their seats long after next the scat of God, 

Their altars by his altar ; Gods adorM 

Among the nations round, and durst abide 38& 

Jehovah thund^ing out of Sion, thronM 

Between the chembim; yea, often placed 
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Wilhiniili taacbaij Itaellthat ahriaet, 

Abomimitiaria ; and with (janed things 

HiihtdfrilfaBnrlsolenm feutiprofiui'd. 

And with their darlineuduntaffiODthiillglir. 

Fint, Hnlacb, horrid king-, beimear'd wil}i bliiui[ 

OFhiiDisDSRcriGce, and parenli' Itan, 

Though for Ihf tioiiie of druini andtimbivb lourl, 

Their rhildfeii"t criBi unheard, that pa»'U through Cun 

Tohii^miitol. Him the AmmoDita 

Wonhzpp'din Rnbha and her wafij plaii^ 

laArgvbandin Biuan, to the Kireani 

OfaDnDstAmon. Nut rontentwithiuch 

Aadacioiu neigbbonrhond, the ni«esl heart 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to hnild 

Hii temple Fight a^init the temple^ of God 

On that opprobrLoui hill ; and made bti grovt 

Tbr plpiaant raller of llinnoiD, Tophet thence 

And black Oehpnon eail'd, die tfpe of Hell. 

Nnt Chenioi, th' obiceae dread of Moab'iMi:);:, 

Fn>m Aroat to Neho, and the wild 

DfvnilbmeM Abarim; inlleiebua 

And IloroDaim, Seon't realm, bcjraiid 

The Ban'rj daleuf Silma cladwilfa rioei, 

And Elealf to th' Aaphidtic pool. 

Fmrbii other name,nbenheei!tic'it 

brai^l ia Sitttm, on Iheir march from Nile 

Tndo him wantnn ritea, which com then woe. 

Tel tbence bi> lustful orgiei he cnlarg'd 

~ 'n to thatbill of scandal, bj the graie 

tOfMolncti homicide; luitbard by hate; 

^llgvodJotiahdrOTC them thence Is Hell. 

ae came Ibej, who from thu botd'Hne- tl"od 
li'ald Eui^ratei to the broo^ that paita 
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"Egypt from Sjmn gromidf had gpenf ml names 

Of Baalim and Ashtaroth, those male, 

These feminine : for spirits when they please 

Can either sex assame, or both; so soft 

And uncompouttded is their essence pure^ 435 

Not tyM or manacled with joint or limb, 

Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones. 

Like cnmbrous flesh ; but in what shape theychoose. 

Dilated or condensed, bright or obseore, 

Can execute their aiiy purposes, 430 

And works of lore or enmity fulfil. 

For those the race oflsrael oft forsook 

Their liFing' strength, and unfrequented tefV^ 

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 

To bestial gods ; for which their heads a» low 435; 

BowM down in battle, sunk before the speav 

Of despicable foes. With these in troop 

Came Astoreth, whom tihe Phoenicians callM 

Astarte, queen of Heay^ with crescent horns; 

To whose bright image nightly by the moon 440^ 

Sidonian virgins paid their vows and songs ; 

In Sion also not unsung, where stood 

Her temple on th* offensive mountwn, built 

By that uxmious king, whose heart, though hirge, 

Beguird by iaixiidolatresses, fell 4 15 

To idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, 

l^liose annual wound in Lebauon allured 

The Syrian damsels to lament his fate 

In amorous ditties all a summer^s day; i 

While smooth Adonis from his native rock 4j0 i 

Ran purple to the sea, supposed w i th blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded: the love-talp 

Infected Sion's danghters with like heat. 
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Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 

Ezekiel saw, when, hy tbe ti&ion* led,- 465 

His eye survejrM the dark idolatries 

Ofafienated Jndah. Next came one 

Who monm^d in earnest, when the capff re ark 

BbimMhisbnite imag-e, head and hands lop't off 

In his own temple, on the gfrunsefedg-e, ' 4S0 

Where he ^e\\ flat, and shamed his wor^ippers : 

Dagon bis name, fta monster, npward man 

And downward fish : yet had his temple hig-^ 

Reared in Azotns, dreaded through the coast 

Of P^estine, in Gatb and Ascalon,. 4^ 

And Accaron, and Gasi^s frontier bounds. 

Him followed Rimmon, whose delig-htful seat 

Was fair Damascus, on the fertile bank? 

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams* 

He also ^aguinst die house of God was bold : ' 470 

A leper once be lost, and gained a king-, 

Ahaz bin sottish conqVor, whom he drew 

God^s cdtar to disparag-e and displace 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 

His odious offerings, and adore the gods 475 

Whom he bad vanqni^M. After these appeavM 

A crew, who, under names of old renown, 

Osiris, Isis, Onis, and their train. 

With monstrous shapes and sorceries abusM 

Fanatic Egypt and her priests to seek 4S# 

Their wandering gods, disguisM in brutish forins 

Rather than human. Nor did Israel ^scape 

Th' infection, when their borrow'd gold compos'd 

The calf in Oreb; and the rebel king 

Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan, 48D 

Likening his Maker to the grazed OX. 
Vol. I. » ^ 
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JehOTah) who in 'Ope night, when he pass'd 

From, Egypt mardungf, eqaaird with one strol(/e 

Both her fimt-horn, and a|lher hleatiog god^ 

Belial came last, than whom a Spirit more iefrd 490 

Fell not Irom Heaven, or more^^rois to love. 

Vice for itielf : to him no temple atood, 

Or altar tmokM ; yet who more oft than he 

In temples and at altars, when the priest 

Tnrns adxeist, as did Eli's sons, who aU'd ,^. 495 

With lust and violence the house of God ? 

In courts and palaces he also reigns, 

And in luxurious cities, where the noise 

Of ri^ot ascends ahove their loftiest towers. 

And i^jniy, and outrage : and when night 500 

Darkens the streets, then wander forth the sons 

Of Belial, flown with insolence and wine. 

Witness the streets of Sodom, and that night 

In Gibeah, when the hospitable door 

Exposed a matron, to avoid worse rape. 50d 

These were the prime in order and in might ; 

The rest were long to tell, though far renowned, 

Th* Ionian Gods, of Javan's issue; held 

Gods, yet oonfessM later than Heaven and Earth, 

Their boasted parents : Titan, Heav^n^s first-born, 019 

With his enormous brood, and birthright seizM 

By younger Satnrn ; he from mightier Jove, 

His own and Rhea^s son, like measure found ; 

So Jove usurping reigned : these first in Crete 

And Ida known, thence on the snowy top iJ!^ 

Of cold Olympus, ruPd the middle air, 

Their highest Heaven ; or on the Delphian cliff. 

Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 

Of Doric VtaLd'f or who with Saturn old 
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Fled orer Aari> to tti' Di^KritakM*, 
And o'er tbe Celtic iMin>d the ohnoM iilei. 

All ftete ud nuWeaHne flaoUii^; bM .ftthWl^i 
Dmritcul «ad duip f jet xMb (Aeiwin sppear'd 

Not io dnpair^' liBrv.fnun*A«!riiiellMl *A lest 
lahnitulri whiebeivbiifloiuit'Dsltefcuf 
like dMbCfnl^iiej «« bf, bk (rMled pridd 
Soon recolleeiiiiy, whb hif h irtfds, itnit ban 
SfuiblMce of wwfli, Bot 4ilta«ni(», (TQllj r«i('d 
TlieLriaiatiiigvcoanig«,an>ldiipi^d|beir7gfci. 
Tlwniiiug'ht caniii),iBdsthala( die *^ike«iuiid 
OfMmpcti inndalld clarivni be nptCu'd 
Hif might}' itaadu*: thMprotM'keuMV claHn'4 
Azazeluhitrigbt,a(d{eri^tall; . 
Who forthwhli framtte gliWering sMff tmfurFd 
Tl' imperial emi^o, tithieh, full bigh id7aiie'd, 
^mWlikcjkinateornNamitiglffllKiriild, '' 
WUh geaa aafgaldeo 1**e ric!i cdUtz'd^ - 
SfnipbieBrVMUdlrDidii«3i.atlthcWhk# 
SoDixMu meld bicnving'Kisriiml Vniada: 
Alwbichtte auivenal luMtliplenC 
i ihHl, thai nrre Hell's eotiM>e, tnibeyaai 
Fri§'htedthe niga DfChiiiH b# old Higbt.- 
AUiaanMueiaihraiChlhegloairiwereEees' ' 
Teniboosuu) baonrcSVije into tha air, " ■ 
With orient coloun vmvinf ; wiih IhtoiTOM 
A fomt hu^e of upean ; and throagiDg helm* 
.l|ipear'd, ai>d leitied ibielda hi (bicff ai*^, 
Ofilcpth immeamraUe : anaotbey mov* 
In perfect plulaDXlolhe Durituinlaad * 
Of flutes aod soft recorden; Inch ai nii'd 
Tu beight of noblest temper bene* old 
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An«tnf to battle; «ad,i4De«dofraj^<^r 

Delibexate valour breath'd, firm and haoi^vM 

With dreMof4^ to flighv>r foul rek)eit> ,. 1^55 

Nor wantingpi^ovr^rto TJ^g^f aaA«wag« 

ll^ithCDlefl)iitoii£b^troiibIed1tia«ghts,a«4«hiat ~ /. 

Ang^ilh, aad^^oiOii^ swi feai^ i(^d sorrow', aoi {«iii, 

Fmm mortal or ii|iVMii>to| jnio^. ThtM th&jr 

Breatha^ united force with fixed thaught « 4^ 

Mov''d on in silence to soft pi|mp, t^ chanp^fl, . 

Their plkinful sttpi^ai'ejt ike humUoil : #nd now 

Advance in rie^ diey^fl^di a hdrrid front 

Of dreadful lein^aiid^^^p&Uag'arrasy in fgvL\s% 

Of wai-rionoldwitbordflrMflp^ar^idthi^ldy Gtk 

Awiaitingf what eatemaaA th<ar«iight)r chiif 

Had to impose: he thiouf h the ivipif d.^lea 

Da^to ^is experienced cye^and sooa Imvei^ 

The whole hatt^lion Yimsyiheif order 406^ 

Their Wsftges and slahiif; m ¥ Qods ; ^. , ^O 

Their number last \^ ^^g/k And ntp hisl^aid^ ^ 

Distends with pride, tKid faard*Aij|gf in his nfiml^Hi 

^Hocies: for nerer since createdmaiy % 

Met such embodied force, aa afm^ with these 

Could merit more than tj^ «ma|l ifAuitiy . 555 

WarrM on by cranes j.thoug-h^ the giant bpoo4. - 

Of Phlegra w!th th' heroic race ware joipM 

That fought at Thebes and lUun^, on each side 

Mix'd with anxiliiv Qf9^ ^ and what resounds 

In fabk or lomaace of Uther^son, 580 

Begirt with British aad J^xmomo knights 9 * 

And all who since, foi^izM or Infidel, . « 

Jousted in Aspram<iDtyor Mtfntall^n, 

Damasco, or MarocQO^ orTrebkplidy 

<k whom Biscrta sent from Afric shore, 580 
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Wlwn Charlemminwith all his peerage fell 

Bj Fontarabbia. Thus far these beyond 

Compare of mortal prowess^ jet observM > 

Their dread commteider: he, above &ere§C 

In shape and gfestore pvoudly ettinent, &90 

Stood like a tower : his form had not yet lost 

All 4ier origToal brightness, nor appearM 

Less than arch-angel ruined, aiid th* excess 

Of glory* obscorM : as when the son new risen 

Looks -through the horizontal misty air 50& 

Shorn of his beams; orfrombehindthemoon 

In dim eelipse, disastrous twilight sheds 

On half the nations, and with fear of change 

Perplexes monarchs. Darken'd so, yet shone 

Abore tfaem all th* archangel ; hot his faco 60^ 

Deep scan <tf thunder had intrenchM, and care 

Sat en bis faded cheek, but under brows 

Of dauatiess courage, and considerate pride 

Waithig rerenge : cmel his eye, but cast 

Signs of remorse and passion to behold 606 

The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 

(Far other once beheld in bliss), condemnM 

For erer now to have their lot in pain j 

Millions of spirits for hit fanlt amercM 

Of Hear*n, and from eternal splendours flung 610 

For his revolt, yet faithful how Aey stood, 

Their glory withered : as when Heaven's fire 

Hath scatfaM the forest oaks, or mountain pines, 

With tinged top their stately growA, though bare. 

Stands on the blasted headi. He now prepar'd 615 

To speak^ whereat their donbled ranks they bend 

From wing to wii^, and half enclose him round 

With all bis pten : »steDtion held tfaem mute. 

5 # 
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Thrice he assayed, and fhrice, io q[Hle ftf scern, 

Tears, such as ang-els weep, burst fi»Eth; «C lait -$^ 

Words interwove wiHh sighs fwmH 9Ult their way. 

*^ O Myriads of tminortal JipiViW ! O povrev 
Matchless, hot with th' Almiglrip I asd that strife 
Was not ingrlorious^ thon jpk th* erent was dive. 
As this place testiijes, aii4 tbj» dire change, Md 

Hateful to utter : but w^iat |WwV of miadly 
Foreseeing or presagijog, fr«m the d«plh 
Of knovpledge past or^roaeiit) couLi hare*fear^d 
How such united foipce of Gods, ju»w tjiiGh 
As stood like these, could ef er kmwrepMlae ? /^Sl% 

For who can yet believe, thougl) alter loai, - . 
That all these puissant legions, whose •xiie 
Hath emptied Heav'j|,«hall fail to re-ascend 
Self-rais'd, and nepossess their native seat ? ^ 

For me, be witness all the h^st oi Heaven, ia^ 

If counsels different, or dangers shaonM 
By me, have lost our hopes. But he who reigns 
Monarch in Heaven, till then as one secure 
Sat on his throne, upheld by old^epute^ 
Consent or custom, and his regal state , 640 

Put forth at full, but still his strength cootseaTd^ 
Which tempted our attempt,. and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our owb, 
So as not either to provoke, or dread 
Kew war, provokM : our better part remains 645 

To work in close design, hy fraud or guilC} 
What force ejected not : that he no less 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath ovexcome but half his foe. 
Space may pro^e new werids ; whereof so rife ^dO 

There w^nt a fame in Hesr^xi Otat he ere Iwe 



Inteoded to create, an4 therein plant 

A gfenenition, wbftm his choice regfard 

Should faroor equal to the aoBs of Hearan ? 

Thither, if but to yiy, fdAll be periiaps ^55 

Onr first emirtion, thither or elsewhere : 

For thai infernal pit shalinever hold 

Celestial spfritgin bandage, nor th^ abyss 

Long under dasfoMssooTer. But these thoagte 

Full connsel mwt mature : peace is despaired ; 080 

For who can think snbniis^<iHi? War the% war, 

Open or understood nnist be rescrfrM.^* 

He spake : and to confirm his words, out flew 
I^fillions of flaming' swords^ drawn from the Ihighs 
Of mighty cherubim \ the sudden bkze <ifi^ 

Far round illnmiuM H^l : highlj they rsg*d 
Agfsinst the Highest, and fierce with grasped anas 
Clash^don their sounding shieldti'the dm of war. 
Hurling defiance tow^ard the vauH of Heaven. 

There stood a hill not far, whose grisly top 67# - 

BelchM fire tad ratting smoke ; the rest entire 
Shone with a glossy scurf, undoubted sign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore. 
The work uf sulplMr, Thither wiagM with speed, 
A Dom^rous brigade hastened : as when bands 079 

Of pioneers, with spade and pickaxe arm^d, 
Foreran the royal camp, to trench a field. 
Or cast a rampart. ' Mammon led them on ; 
Mammon the least erected qpi^rtt that fell 
From Heaven *, for e^en iaileaTett his looks and thoiighif i ' 
Were always downward bent, admiring mora 4^ , , / 

The ri Aes of HeaveB*a pavement, trodden gold* ' 

Than ought divine or holy else enjoyed 
lo risioA beatific: bj^liili^illt 
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Men alio, •nd hy hh siigg«stioii tadg^bty 08( 

BanaackM the centre, and with tmpiouft hands 

Rifled the howels of their mother earth 

For treasnres hetter hid. Soon hud hk ereir 

OpenM into the hill a spacious wooiid, 

And digfgM out ribs of g>oM. Let none admire 699 

That riches gum in HeH; diat soil maj hest 

Deserve the precioos hane. And here let thos^ 

Who boast in mortal tilings, and wond*rin^, teU 

Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings, 

Learn how their greatest monnmenli of famei 6Q§ 

And strength, and art, are easilj otiI'doBt 

By spirits reprobate,' and in an hour 

What in age they with incessant toil 

And hands innnmerable scarce perform. 

Nigh on the plain, in many cells prepared, ^^00 

That underneath had reins of liqnid fire 

SloicM from the lake, a second mukitnde 

With wond^rons artfoundlBd the massy ore, 

Severing each kind, and scnmmM the bnllioa dieiit 

A third as soon had formed within the gronnd 905 

A various mould, and from the boiling ttells 

By strange oonveyance fillM eaeh hollow nook, 

As in an oiigan, from one blast of wind 

To many a row of pipes the soiM^board braathee. 

Anon out of the earUi a fabric ha|^ 71<| 

Bose like an exhalation, with the sound 

Of dulcet symphonies and voices sweet, 

Built like a temple, where pilasters ra«nd 

Were set, and Dorie pillars overlaid 

With golden architrave; nor did there want 71b 

Cornice or frieze, with bossy seoiptures gmreai 

The roof was (letted geld, fC^tfilkyloii, 
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Nor great Alcairo, saefei mg^ftiifeiiee 

Equail'd in all tiieir grtorK9$ to eashrifM 

Belii8orSerapUl]ieirG«dAy0rs€«fc *i3» 

Their kings, when Bgy^A wbh As^ia strove 

InveafthaadliixiirTw Th^ aa«8tidiiig p^ 

Sto«di!xM lier statelj heiglit ^ aa4 stmigiit tbe daces, 

Opening* their l»9«en folds, ^liscttrer, wide 

Within, her amjf^ sfAoep^oV tiiesBioodi 1m 

Andlerelpairement: from the vchedfooi^ 

Peiitet by sabtlQn«g>*c, ntt^p s fMr 

OfKmy laffl|» and hka«a|r tfressieteyfed 

With naphtha and asphaitns, ytMftd %ht 

AsAmma sky. The hasty HuUlHude 9^3^ 

Admiriqg evter^d ^ and the work 90Q|« J^iief 

Andsametlieardiittfit: his hand W9S Isiiown 

Ifl ftair^n hj many a tower^dstrwEitiure hi^^ 

Where scepterMaageis-h^ their r^deaG% . 

And satas princes^ whgmthe aafKev» Va^ 935 

£xaHed to fo^ Upr'r, andgwre to nde 

£a^ in his hierarobj, the orders brigbL 

Nor was his name unheard or uoad^M 

in ancient Gref|e^ and in An^oniAB land 

Men callM him Mulcib^; and how he £ell 740 

From Heaven they fafoledy thrown by nagiy Joro 

Bheero'er the crystal batdc^oals: fiommoEn 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A summer^s day ; and with ibe setting sun 

Dropt from the ^nith like a falling star, 745 

On Lemnos th^ Egean isle : thus they relate, 

Erring ; for he with this reheUious rout 

fell long before ; nor ooght avaiPd him now 

T' hare huill in Heaven hightow'*n ; nor did he ^sca^^ 
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By all hit engines, bat wnhMdlonfMBl 7M> 

With his indttstrions crnr to Iraikl in HeU. 

Meanwhile the wingedheialds, bj cmnmmnH 
Of soreieiga power, widi awfnl w en i — j 
And trumpet's soond, thr ou f h fW H the huot prMlani 
A solemn oonncil, forthwith to be held ' ^3W 

AtPktudemoninm, the high capM 
Of Man and his peers : their snnmoBi eaU*d 
From ereiy band and squareaiegimont 
Bj place or choice the woi^est J thejnnon 
With hundreds and wilh thousands tnapkag can* 9il» 
Attended : all access was thronf M ; the gates 
And porches wide, hot diief the spaoiooi hall ' 
(Thongh lilce acoferM il»ld, where duunpioas boM 
Wont ride in ann*d, and at Ae soldao^s chair 
BefyMthebestofFhttimcfaivahy 98^- 

To mortal combat, or career widi lance) 
Thick swaim*d^ botib on the ground and in the air, 
BinshM with the hiss of nisUiog wings. An bees 
In spring time, when tiie snn widi Tanros rides, 
Ponr forth their popnions yooth about the hiw 770 

In clusters ; they among fresh dews and flowess 
Fly to and fro, or on the smoo&ed plank, 
The sttbnrb of their straw-built citadel, 
New rubbM with bafan, expatiate and confer 
Their state affaiis. So thick the airy crowd 775 

Swam*d and were stimitenM ; till, the signal given, 
Behdd a wonder ! They but now who seem*d 
In bigness to sniposs earth*s giant sons. 
Now less than smallest dwarfii, in narrow room 
Throng numberless ; like that pygmean race 780 

Beyond the Indian mount j or faiiy elves. 
Whose midnight rerels, by a forest side 
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Or itontftin, lome liefated pe«Mnt teet^ 

Or dreami he sees, wluk arer-bead the nioMi 

Sits wbitna^ Old newer toi the earth 

\Vheeb her pale eovuie} thef, on their nir^ aa4 diUM 

Intent, wi^ joaaad munc chana his ear;. 

At eoee with joy and fear bis heart rebooads. 

Thus ineoiporeal spi^riti to tmaUest forms 

RedacM tiieir shapes iaunenie, and were at laij^ 990 

Though witboot number ftiil, amidst the iiaU 

Of that infeniBl court Bnt far within, 

Andia their own dimensioas, like th^aselTeSi 

The great seraphic lords and cherubim 

Inclose recess and secret conclave sat; 79& 

A thoosaad demi-g9d» on golden seats, 

Freqaeot and full. After diort silence tbeO) 

And lammans read, the great consult began. 
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SE0ONDBOOI: 

PARADISE LOST^ 



TA.1. 



TkB e&nsultati&n hegitn^ Satan debates whether aneiher hetU 
tie be to be hazarded for the recovery of Heaven : some ad. 
rtiaeity others dissuade ; a t^d proposal ispr^erred^ ^«k- 
tioned before by Satauj to search the truth of that prophe- 
cy or tradition in Heaven concerning another worlds and 
another kind qf creature^ equals or not much inferior to 
themselves^ about this ttHie 'to be Cf^ated: their doubt 
who shall be sent on this difficult search ; Satan their chief 
undertakes alone the voyagM^ honoured and applauded. 
The amncil thus ended, the rest betake them several tvaysm 
and to several empioy^fints^ asthetr mcitnationslead thern^" 
to entertain the time till Satan return. He passes on his 
journey to Hellgatesyjinds them shut^ and who sate there 
to guard them ; by whom at length they are opened^ and 
discover to him the great gulf between Hell and Heaven ^ 
with what difficulty he passes through^ directed by Ckaos^ 
the power qfthatplacef to the sight of this new world which 
he sought* 
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HHSH on a throne of mjal stete, which far \ 

^afihone the wealth of Oimns and of lad. 

Or where the goxgfixxoA east With richest haad, ^ 

Show^n OB her^ingfB barbaric pearl att4tro^ • ' " 

8atanexa]tedsa^b7Inefitr4i8M . ^G 

To that bad eminence; and Arom despair 

^n« high Qp^fted bey'cmd'hope, aspires . - . 

Bejondthufehig-h, insatiate to pursue . . ' 

Vain war with Heaven; and by suecesattataufhf) ■ ; 

Hit proq4 iniagriaations thus dispIayM. 10 

^ Pow'rs a]id.dominions, 4eitie^ of fleav*Ji f. ;* 

Jot sinee no deep wttl^n her gulf.can hold 
Immortal vigoiir,ithoag^oppressM and fiUPn, 
I give not HeaT'n for lost. From this descend ^. 
Celestial yirtues rising, will ^pe^ |5 

More glorious and more dpead than froni.no £aH, « 

And tmsttheoMehres to fear noaecoad fate. 
Me, though just rjght, and the iixM laws of HeaT*% 
Did fiist create your leader ; next free choice, 
With what besides, jn counsel or in fight, i{0 

Hath been achieved of merit ; yet this loss 
Thus far at lea^ recovered, hath much more . 
EstablishM in a safe luienried throne, ^ 

Yielded with/till consent. The happier stat^ 
1q HsAv'n, whic)^ foUeiw9 dignity, night dr^w ^ 
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Essvy htm Mch ioferior : but who here 

Will envy whom the highest place expoicf ^ 

Foremoft to itand against the Thvnd^rei't aia. 

Your hnlwailcy and condemns to greatest share 

Of endless pain ? Where there is then no good '130 

For which to strive, no strife can grow np there 

From faction ^ for none sate will claim in Hell 

F^recedence; none, whose portion is so small 

Of present pain, that with uihitioos mihd 

Will covet moie. With this advanta^thte ^ 

To onion, and firm fhith, and finA aeooid. 

More than can he in Heaven, we now ietiir% 

To claim onr jnst inheritance of ohi| 

Surer to prosper than prosperitj 

Conld have assurM as 5 and by what belt iny^ JB^ 

Whether of open war or eovett s^niley 

We now debate : who can advise, maj apeak.** 

He ceasM; and next him MoIoiBh, scepterM knkf^ 
Stood up, the stnongest and the fiercest spirit 
That fought in Hear^, now fiercer by despair : /8v 

His tnist was with th^ Eternal to be deemM 
Equal i^strength, and rather than be lem 
Cftr'd not to be at all : with that care lost 
Went all his fear : of Ood^ or Hell, or worms 
He reck'd not ; and these words thereafter spake. SO 

" Hy sentence is 1^ open war: of Wiles, 
More unexpert, I boiist not ; them let those 
Contrive who need^ or when they need, not now. 
For while they sit contriving, shaH the reirt, 
Millions that staAd in arms, and longing wait 61^ 

The signal to ascend, sit ItngVing here 
Heav'n's fngitites, attd for their dwellitagr-plaee 
Accept this da]rfc oi^probrious dea of shame, 
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The prison of his tjiuaj who reig^ 

By our delay ? No! ntther let iu choote, tiO 

Ann'd with HeU-4ames and fury, all at onoe 

O'er Hear Vs h^gfh tow*n to force reiwtlett way^ 

Taming our torturef into horrid amui 

Against the Torturer ; when to meet the ]|ois# 

Of his almigfa^ engine he shall hear. 91^ 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning see , 

Mack fire and horror shot with equal rngt 

Amongr bi* angelsy and bis throne itself « 

Mixed with Tartai>^^ solphur, and strange firft^ 

His own invented torments. Bnt perhaps .70 

The way seems difficult and steep, to scale 

With nprigfat wing against a higl^r foe. 

iet snch b«thin](L them, if the sleepy drench 

Of that forgetful lake ]benumb not stilly 

That in our pro^r motion we asceB4 0^ 

Up to our native seat : descent apd faU 

To us is adverse. Who bu^ felt of late, 

When the fierce foe hung on pur broken rea^ 

Insulting, and pursued us through the deep, 

With what compulsion and laborious flight M 

We sunk thus low ? Th^ ascent is easy then : * 

Th* event is fe^rM j should we again provoke 

Our stronger, some worse fvay hiii wrath may find 

To our destruptioi^ ^ if there be in Hell 

Fear to he worse dcstiroyM : what can be worse SS 

Than to dwell here, driven out from b^iss^ ^ondemnM 

In this abhorred deep to utter woe ; 

Where pain of unextinguishable $re 

Most exercise us without liope of end, , 

The vassals of his anger, when the scourj^e #• 

loexoxybly, apd the torturing hour 
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CallfliutopAiiaiice? More desfnyM tea tlnfe 

We should be,qnite ebolisli'd) and cspire. 

What fear we then? what doubt w« to ineciiie 

nis utmost in ? which t» the heig^ht ettrt£r^d| %fS 

Will either qnite conraine ns, and redaee 

To nothing* this eftietttia), happier fiir 

7han miserable, to have eternaY beiBg^ : 

Or, if our substance be indeed dirine, 

And (fannot cease to be, we are at wont IM 

On this side nothings; and hj proof w« ftnl 

Our power sufficient to disturb his Heareti| 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 

Tiiou^h i naccessible, his fatal throne : 

Which, if not victory, is yet revenge." 165 

He ended frowningr, and his look denoune^d ' ' 
Desperate revenge e and battle danje|n^rous 
To less than Gods. On th* other side up rose 
Belial, in act more f^fraceful and humane ; 
A fairer person lost not Heav*n ; he seemM 1 10 

For digfnity composM and hig-h exploit r 
But all was false and hollow; thoug-h histongme 
Dropt nynna, and could maketh^^ worte appestr 
The better reoson, to perplex and dash 
Maturest counsels : for his thougfhts wcte low ; 115 

To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and slothful : yet he pleased the ear, 
And with persuasive accent thns begfati. 

** I should be much for open- war, O peers l ' 

As not behind in hate ; if what was urg^M 120 

Main reason to persuade immediate war, 
Did not dissuade me most, aud iecm to cast ' 
Oiiunoua conjecture on the wfioV success : 
When he who znost excels io iaoit of arais^ 
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In what he eooMeb and io wlwl tfxvcik W 

Mistnistfiil, grrottMb hm eovnife •■ 4tfp»iv 

And ntter dksolu^Mi^ m the fcope 

Of all hit aim, afler some iHre nvaage* 

Firat, what reveogv? Thetow'iv'of Ueav^n are fiU^d 

With annM wfllob, that vender all acoais l3U 

Imprpgnable : oft en tile bord^fiiigr de<^ 

Encamp their le^ioas, or with AhMato winy 

Sooat far and wide ivtothe reaha of night, 

Seomingr rarpuse. Or eoald we bieak oar way 

By force, and M ear heeb all Hell ehoald riia U6 

With blaekest iMtfrreetion, to ooofonnd 

HeayVs purest Lig>ht; yet our great Enemy « 

All inoomiptible wnnM on his throne 

SitanpoUnted ; and th' ethereal mpuld, 

Incapable of stain, would soon expel .]|0 

Her miechief, and purg^e off the baser fire. 

Victorious. Thus repuisM, onr final hope 

Is flat despair : we must exasperate 

Th' alnigbtj Victor to spend ail his rag^e, 

And that must end ns ; that most be our cure, 145 

To be no more : sad cure ! for who wooldlose, 

Ih'rag'h full of pain, this intellectual beingTv 

Those thoughts that wander tbrongh eternity. 

To perish rather, swallow'd up and lost 

la the wide womb of uncreated night, 150 

Beroid of sense and motion ? and who kaowii 

Let this be goody whether oar aikgry Foe 

Can give it, or will eirer ? how he can 

Is doubtful ; that he never will, isem-e. 

Will ho, so wise, letloesetit once his ire, ld6 

Belike through impotenee, or unaware. 

To gtre his enenrieB their wish, and «ad - 



To poaish eadleM ? WlwretfiDre ««fiM we thM ? 

Say they who counsel war, we a«e dec|ree4| W 

Resenr'dandilestiBMteetenialwoe) ■ 

Whatever doio§r,w1iCt 0811 we fiiief.more^ i 

What can we suffer woiae I U tihts Ifaea worsi, 

Thus sitting, thus ewmailiiaig^ ikm iJ>«i!iB» ? 

What ! whea we^e'd amau), pitfaoed and. stmek 345 

With Heaven's afflicting thuoder, and hesooght 

The deep to«h«lter ugi this hell t^iensf emM 

A refuge from those wcnunds : or when we lay 

ChainM ou the hurning lake ? that sure was woise. 

What if Ihe breath that kindled those grim il|^ 17^ 

AwakM should blow them into sevenfold rage, 

And plunge us in th^ flames ? of,from ahav« 

Should intermitted vengeance aivi again 

His red right hand po plpgue u^ ? what if all 

Her stores were op^nM, and this firman|«ut 17^ 

Of Hell should spout her cataracts of dr«i, 

Impendent horrors^ ihreatening l^ideoiis fall 

Ode day upon our headi-j wl^ile we perhaps, 

Beiigning or e;8Jiorting gloriiHis war. 

Caught in a fiery (empest shall be hurVd 

Each ou his rofik transfixed, the sport and prey 

Of wracking whirlwinds j or for ever sunk 

Underyon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ) 

There to convei^ with everlasting g'K^^ne, 

Uorespitcd, nnpitied, unrepiiev^d, 

Ages of hopeless end? This w^uld be worse. 

War therefore, open 91' concealM, alike 

Ky voice dissuades ^ for what can force of guile 

With him, or who deceive his inind, whose eye . 

Views all things at tiijB Yiew ? U^ froip Heav^^'s hei|{h^ 
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All these oor motiiMW wtAm Mwvild AetMef )• ]pl 

Mot more almiybfy to resiK our mifitf 

Than wite «9 frntCorte all ailf piste and wii«f . 

fflall we then lire timtvile^ the nee «ffiflmr* a 

Thns tnnpled, thm enpolN to enier hei« Iff 

Chains Muttheee toraieiite ? better these than w«iie| 

%- my adWee ; since late iaoritable ■- 

Sibdaes ns, aaii diBaipoteiitdeere«|. 

The Victor's will. To skiffer, as %b^ 

Our ffrength is eqjdal^ ftor the kw (Ujost f$0 

That so ordains: this was at ticrt les^^d. 

If we were wise, aghast A) If reat a foe 

ConteMbi^ aiftl so dMhtful what milrht iai|. 

I lati^h, when thase<vi^o lA the spear are baU 

And TenCroiu, if that fail dMm, shrinJc and fear W 

What yet they kao# mast {oUow,to.eadare 

X&ile, or igiiomiay% oc bhndsy or pahi) 

The sentence of their Con^u'ror : this is nsiw 

Oar doom ; which if w^ can sostain and bear. 

Our stipreme Foe in time may mack remit fH^ 

Hii aog'er and perfaapsi thus farremoFM } 

Not mind as not offending^ satisfy^d 

With what is pnikish^d} whence these raginnrfticf 

Will slacken, if his (nreatb stir not their flames. 

Oor purer essence Aen will OFcreome fild 

Tb^ir noxious vapoar, or^ inured, not feel; 

Or, ch&ngM at length, and to the pkiee con£Mm^d 

is temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce h^t, and vmd of pain ; 

This horror will grow mild^ this darknem light j tt8 

Besides what hope the never^endiiig flight 

Offntore days may bHngt-whatchaaoe, wbatchaa^ 

Wealth wailing 3 ainca oar pitsent lot appeaas 
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for hi^py diongk Vat iUyfor ill not front, 

If we procure B«t to oafMlves more vroe.** 29» 

Thus Belialywidi words cloth*d in reoaon^s gaib . 

Gonnseird ignoble ease, and peaoefiil aloili, 

. Notpeace : and after him thus ManuaoB spake. 
*^ Either^ dnlenthrone the king of HeaFoa 

We war, if war be best, or tt> regain S89 

Our own right lost: him to unthrone we then 

May hope, when everlasting Fate shall yield 
' To fickle Chance, and Ofaaoe judge te strife: 

The former, vain to hope, aigaes as fain 

The latter: for what i^ee can he for us 285 

Within Heav'n^s bound, uidessH«av'n*s Lord smwene 

We orerpowV? Suppose he- should relent, 
^ Afod publish grace to all, ou promise made 

Of new subjection ; with what eyes could wa 

Stttnd in his presence l^unible^ and reooiro . 349 

Strict laws impolTd, to celebrate his throne ■ 

With warbled hymns, and to his Oottead sing 
f IPorcM Hallelujahs ; while he lordly tits 

Our envied soT^reign, and his idtar breathes 

Am brosial odours and ambrosial flowers 21^ 

Our serrilcf offerings? This must be our task 

In Hea?*n, this our delight; how wearisome 

Eternity so spent, in worship paid 

To whom we hate I Let us not then pursna • 

« ■ 

By force impMsible, by leave obtainM SftO 

Unacceptable, though in Heaven, />ur stat^ 

Of splendid vassalage ; but rather^^k 

Oiir own good from ourselves, and from our own * 

Live to ourselves, though in this vast recess 

Free, and to none accountable, preferring. 521^ 

)i&Ti liberty be£sre the efo^ yok^ ^ 



OTioTilepoiiip. Oar g^realnen will appenr 
Then most conspipuoiis, when gfreat thing* of iniaDy 
Tseful of hurtfal, prosp^itouf of M&ritM 
We can create ^and la what place soe*6i' ' WH 

Tbrire under evil, and work ease out of pain, 
Tbro&g'h labour and endurance. This deep worid 
Of darkness do we dread? How oft amidst 
Thick cionds and dark dotl^ HeavVs alUmling $tre " 

Choose to reside, his gloiy unobscur'd, '' 2B6 

And widi the nu|i^stf of darkness round 
Oiriefs his throne ; frsnt whence deep thunders roar 
Xost'ring their rage, and He&v'n resembles Hell ? 
As he oar darkness, cannot we his Hght 
Imitate when we please? This desert soil 9ff% 

VtQt9 not her hidden lustre, gems and gold ; 
Not want we skill or art, frOm whence to raise * 

)la|:aificence : and what can HeaY^n show more ? 
Our tonnents also nidy Hi length of time 
Become our elements*; these piercing fires ftf9 

Is soft as now severe, our temper changM / 

Inn'theff tempter; which must needs remove ' 

ftte sensible of pain. All tiiiilgs invite 
To peaceful e6naseU,'and tiie settled state 
Of order, how in safety best we may 1219 

Compose our prewntevils, with regard 
'iwhat we aro^ and where, dismissing qnite 
U thoflgbls of war ; ye have vrhat I advise .^ 
He scarre had fiiush'd, when such murmur fiUM 
Tb' a«emb]y, as when hc^ow rocks retain 
^. loond of biost'ring winds, which all night long 
UnmsM the sea, now with hoarse cadence lull 
S^faring' men 9V-.watch*d, whose bark by chancer 
'• pinnaoey anchors in a craggy ba^ . 
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After the tempest : nieh appkvte wai hewd 280 , 

Ai M&mmim eoiled, Mid his sentcnoe pLe«t% 

Adrisin^ peace : for such aiioAer field 

Thej- dreaded worse than Hell : so maoh the £e8r 

Of thander and the sword of Michael 

Wrongrht still wid&ia them; and no less deebe Stt 

To found this nether empire, which niigfat lise 

By policy, aad long* process of time) 

In emulation opposite to Heaven. 

Which when Beelzebuh perceivM, than whoD^j^ 

Satan except, none higher sat, with giava M 

Asp^ he rose, and in his rising' seemed 

A piirar of state ; deep on his front eng^ravea 

Deliberation sat and public care; 

And princely counsel in his ftice yet shone, 

Blajestic, thoug'h in ruin : sage' he* stood 90^ 

With Atlantean shoulders fit to bear 

The weig'htof mig-htiest monardties; his look 

Drew audience and attention stili as night 

Or summer^s noon-tide air, while thus he spak«. 

« Thrones and imperial powers, offspriBgr of HeaT«9| 311 
Ethereal virtues! or these titles now 
Must we renounce, and, changing style, he oaU^d 
Princes of Hell ? for so th^ popuhur vote 
Inclines, here to continue*, and build up here 
A growing empire ; doubtless, while we dream, 31$ 

And know not that the King^ of Heaven hatfi doomed 
This place our dungeon, notour safe retreat 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 
From Heav'n's high jurisdiction, in new league 
Banded against his throne, hat ta remain 33d 

In strictest bondage, though thus &r remov*d^ 
Under (he inevitable cnrb, rcscnr'd 



His captive QMiitidide : for )m, he tmtw*, 

iBhei^htor^eptb, ttiU fint fittdjast will ftfigrol 

Sole king, and «f liiff Jcififcloin lose no psut ^3i- 

By oar rev^ but over. Hell eittend . 

tti empire, aojl vilfo ittin aceptre ra|# 

ti here, as with his golden tboie in H«lvett. 

Uliat sit we then iMrojectiog p^ace and ww J 

War hath determinM jn, and foUM witli Km* 339 

Irreparable ; terms of p9Mf. yet apue 

Timrhaafd or sought j for vMt pcsee wiUlbe iri^^B 

h as ensla?^, Ijat emtody «£ ver«. 

And stripes, and arbitral^ paniyhnieiBt 

Micted ? and what pepce can ware(nri|y . iH 

B<it to onr pow V IwKtilitjr and hate, 

rotamM reluctant, and revenge though alinr) 

Vet ever plotting how the coiiqu^r<Kr leaat 

% reap his conquest, and may least rejoio^ 

lii doing what we roost in 8u£?e;ing feel ? 3*40 

'Nor will occasion want, nor shall we need 

Viib dangVous expedition to Invade 

IIcht'd, whose high wftlls &ar no as«anjt orf iegr. 

Or iffibnsh from the deep. Wji^ if we fiftd 

Some easier enteifrize ? Thi^re is a place Q4j^. 

(If aacient and prophetie fam« in Heavep 

fc not), another wwM, the |ia{^7 «eat 

^f some new race caird Man, about this tiwe 

^0 be created like to us, though loss / 

^ powV and excqUenc«9 but iavouf M inore 3^ 

^bim who rules abovie j so wa9 his wiU 

naoconc^d among the Oodit, a»4^ hj an oath) 

^W shook Heav'n's Ythole cireumferenoe, «iof)fina*d. 

^ther let us J)en^ all oiir thought** to lea^A. 

^at creatures i^ere inhabit, of what m^uld, 35$ 
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Or aolMtaiiee, how endued, and whftt their poirer, 

And where their weakoeas, how attempted bett, 

9j force or subtlefy^ . Th«High Heaven be shut, 

And Heay^n^s hig-h Arbitrator sit secure 

In hii own strength, this plaee maj Ke expoa'd| 99B 

The utmost border of his kingdom, left 

To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 

iSbme advantageous aet may be achieyM 

Bjr sudden onset ; either with Hell fire * 

To waste his whole ereation, or posses 9I& 

AH as our own, and drire, as we were driven, 

The puny habitanti; or, if not drive. 

Seduce them to our party, that dieir God, 

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 

Abolish his own works. This would surpasi d99 

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 

In our confusion, and our joy upraise 

la his disturbance ; when his darling sons, 

lIurlM headlong to partake with us, shall cane . 

Their frail original, and faded bliss, ^Bfk 

Faded so soon. Advise if this be worth 

Attempting, or to sit in darkness here 

Ibtching vain empires.*' Thus Beehebuh 

Pleaded his derilish counsel, first devisM 

By Satan, and in part proposed : for whence^ JM 

But from the author of all ill, oonld spring 

80 deep a malice, to confound the race 

Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 

To mingle and involve, done all to spite 

The great Creator ? But their spite still servep- lAB 

His glory to augment. The bold design 

l^leasM highly those idferoal sates,, aud jo/' 
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SpaiUed in all dieir eyes ; with faU afieiit 
Tkej irote : whereat his speech he thiu renewa. 

<< Well have ye jadg'd, well ended long* debate, 98# 

SjnodofGoda! and,likelDwhatyeBre, 
Gieat thii^ resolvM, which, from the lowest deep 
Will once more lift m up in spile of fiite, 
Nearer onr ancient wat; perhaps in tiew 
Of those hrigrht confines, whence, with neigfhVrin^ anra 39i 
And opportune excnrsion, we may chance 
Be-cttter HeaT*n ; or else in some mild zone 
Ovell, notwiTisited of IIear*n^s fair lig^ht, 
Secore, and at the hright!ningr orient beam 
Piiig« off this gloom : die ooft deliciont air, 40# 

To heal the scar of these corrosive fires, 
Shall breathe her balm. Bat fint whom shall we send 
In learch of this new world ? whom shaU we find 
Sufficient? who shall tempt with waad^ring feet 
The dark vnbottomM infinite abyss, 401 

And throaDffa the palpable obscure find ont' 
lii onconth way, Or spread his aeiy fligrht. 
Upborne with indefatigable wings 
Over die vast abrupt, ere he arrive 

The hiqipy isle ? what streogfth, what artean then 410 

Suffice, or what evasion bear him safe 
Tkrongh the strict senteries and stations thick 
Ofang^ls watching ronnd } H«re he had need 
AU ciroomspection, and we now no less 
Choice in our sufiHge ; for on whom wc send, 4t( 

The weight of all and our last hope relies.*' 

This said, he sat^ and expectation held 
Hb look suspense, awaiting who appear'tl 
To second, or oppose, or nndertoJve 
The perilous attempt: butallsatmnte^ 49 
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FoBdVingr ^e daii|fer with 4c«p thoM^rlits; sod etek 

In other's coa«C*iuuiee read hh 4imn dimmiy, 

ylstonishM: aoae amiftsr ^ clWHce itad prtiiii9 

Of those HeaVn-wacriiigr chMif to&e could iie leaid 

SohardjMtoprio^rorMoeiit 4SS^ 

4.1one the dreadful wufgn', tiU at ia«t 

^ataa, whom now tnmtoaiidaai g^tj rna^ 

A^owe bm feilowt, whli moiiarcfaU pride^ 

Conscioiis of higheit worth, nnmovM thus ^lahr. 

^^ O projgftny of Heat*B9 eiop^reiil tbnmes! 431 

With reason hath deepsilenoe aad dt^imur 
^iz'd OS, thongii iuidkBW)F*d : ioag; js the wtf^ 
Aad hard, that out of HeU ieadi «p !• light ; 
Oar prison stronf ^ this bu^ emfex ef f rei) 
Chitratg^oaa to derow, itBmaaes lu rovad <|d( 

Kiu^fold ; aed grates of haraia^ adamant^ 
BarrM over ns^ prohthtt aU ^ffrest. 
These passM, if anj pass, the troid pntfoo^ 
Of unessential Nig-ht reoeiyes him next, 
IVide gaping*, and with at^r losa of heio|r 49 

^Threatens him, plang'd in that ahorttve gralf. 
If thence he scape into whatever world. 
Or unknown regioo, what reraaias hitn less 
Than unknown dangers, and as hiu-d esea^ ^ 
Bat I should ill heeome this throne, O «)ecn» ! 4.15 

.And this imp^enalsovVei^Aty, adoni>M 
With splendour, arm'dwith power, ifongfht prepo»'tl 
And j odg-cd of pahlio moment, io the shape 
/Of difficnltj or dang-er, coalddeter 

Mc from attcuipli ng. AVlierefore do I assom^ 450 

These royalties, and not refuse to rei^a. 
Refusing to accept as gfieat a share 
i){ hazard as of houonrj due aiikii 
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To him who reigftis, and so mnch to him due 

Of haznd more, as he above the rest • 45t> 

Higrh honourVl site? Go^ therefore, mig'hty poweis^ ** 

Terror of Heav*n^ though fefl^u! intend at home, 

While here shftH he our home, what betft may easo' ' 

Thppreaent nriseiy, and render Ifell 

More tolerable ; if there be cnre or eharm 40^ 

To respite, or relieve, or slack the pain 

Of this ill mansion : intermit no watch 

Against a wakefiil foe, while I abroad 

Throng^ all the coasts of daric destmctlon seek 

Deliverance fonts all ; this enterprize 4lg^ 

Kone shall partake with roe.'* Thus Baying^, rose 

Hie monarch, and prevented all reply 5 

Prudent, lest, from his resolution raisM, 

Others amoogf the chief might oft'er now 

(Certain to be refusM) what erst thpy fear'd; 47(> 

And, so refasM mig-ht in opinion stand 

H» nrals, winnmo' cheap the high repute 

Which he through hazard huge must cam . But they 

Dreaded not more th' adventure than his voice 

Forbidding; and at once with hinv they rose;* 47lV 

Their rising all at once was as the sound 

Of thtinder heard remote, Tow'ards him they bend 

With awful reverence prone; and as a God 

Extol him equal to the high^est in Heav'u : 

Nor faiPd they to express how much Hi^y prais*d, 48ft> 

That for the general safety he despisM 

His own; for neither do the spirits damnM 

Lose all their virtue ; lest bad men should boast 

Their specious deeds on earth, which gloxy* exeites, 

Or close ambition vamishM o*er with zeal. 

Ihui they their donbtful consultations dark 

5-* 
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^ded) rtjoieiog in theijr malchless cluef : 

Aa when from mountaiu tojps tiie dusky cIohaU 

Ascending, while. tbe oorth-wind Bleeps, o'ttrsppeflid 

Heaven's cheerful face, the low*i-i|2||^ eleaeat 40^ 

Scowls o'er the darkenM laadskip, fiauw or shoirei: ; 

|f chance the radiant sun witiii for^wei sweet 

£xtcud his evening, beap^ the fielda j-Qvivte, 

llie birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 

^ttest their joy, that hill and valley rings. 4i)|| 

O shame to men ! devil with clcvil damned 

Firm concord holds ^ men only disagree 

Of creatares rationsd, tbongh under l^o|ie 

Of heay^'nly grace : and, God proclaiuung p^ace* 

Yet live in hatred, enmity, apd strife . «^0Q 

Among themselves, and levy crael wars, 

Wasting the earth, each otiier to destroy : 

As if (which mjght induce us to accord) , 

Man had not hellish foes enow besides. 

That, day and night for his destruction wait. • .j>05 

The Stygian council thus dissolved ^ and ibrtk 
Jn order came the grand infernal peers: 
Nidst came their mighty paramount) smd seemM 
A lone th' antagonist of Heaven, nor less < 
Than Heirs dread emperor, with poit^ supreme, 519 

And god*]ike imitated state : him rotuid 
j^ globe of fiery seraphim enclosed 
With bright emblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of their session ended they bid cry 
With trumpets! regal sound the great result : 01gi 

Tow'ards the four winds four speedy cherubio^ 
put to their mouths the sounding alcdieray, 
By herald'*s voice explainM ; the hollow' abyss 
Heard far ax|d wide, and ail the host of HeU 
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WHh dearnllif sholieretiiniM tiie» WidaMkiiii. SS0 

Thence more at emm I0bi^ ariiHliy a«4f#*twhiit ni^A 

%fslse pMMiifiMHUiiMB^^fl^nmiped pMreM 

IXilNiiid, and mmi^mtff^^aHlbt\m atvteal wajr 

fuBaes, as inclinatioii or nd'«^Niaoe 

Leads iiim perplck'd^ «^li«ra he naj tfieellMl iiad M» 

Trace to his resdtM tbmgrlkte^siMi » iilw>» i» 

Xtte irksome lHHMiy4iiikis|ri«nt«hiefi9etitfn. 

P^rt on the plain^oria tin aarsQliiHia, 

I'pon the wiag*, or JB^nft jwse foMead, 

As at th* Olympian g^ames or Py1ht«D4«Ms ; 5d0 

Fut enh tiieir ie^ stB tdn , orAwHi Ihifc goal 

Vitfa rapid wiwelsy or fMtited lirigades fbm . 

Aswhen, to warn proud cHies^ war appMurs 

Wag'd in the troohled ^j^ aM armies rush 

To batde in the ekNKis,.h6fore eadi van ddd 

Prick forth the aeiy knis%ts, «iil couch theirspeaxi^ 

Tdl thickest leg^ionsckise; with feels of aitns 

From either end of Heaven the yndlcin bmus. 

f^Hhers, with vast Typhama ragte more fell, 

Rend op hoth rocks<imd hilli^ atid ride tiie air did 

In whirlwind 9 Bell searee holds the wild uproar. 

As when Aleides, from (£oholia crownM 

Hfith conquest, felttk* ew«aoita'd robe, and tore 

'Throa^h pain up by the roots Thessaliaa pines^ 

And Lichas from the top of CEta tbi^v 540 

Into th^Euboic sea. Others^ merfeiaiid) 

itftreatcd in a silent valley, sia^ 

K^ith notes ang^Ueal to many a harp 

Tijcir own heroic deeds and hapless iall 

i^) doom of battle; and complain thatiatis (^ 

Free virtue should iffthral to force orohance. 

uiir sopg* was pfltrtioii but the haj^nony 
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(What eonld it len when spi^ritK immortal tin|r ?) 

impended Hell, ainl to«k with ravkhment 

The throog^ing audience. In ditooone nova aWMC 006 

(For eloquence the mmiI, Mnp chamt the Maaa)' 

Others apart lat on a hill retired, 

In thoughts mnre elevate, and reason*d hi§fk 

Of providence, fofekaovledge, will and lata 

FixM fate, free will, forekaowledgre abioliila ; Off) 

And found no end^ in wand^ii^ oMmei laitv 

Of good and evil maJsh they argued then, 

Of happiness and ^nial miseiy, 

Pftssion and apathy, and glory* and shaiae} 

Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy ! fllb 

Yet with a pleasing sorcery could cbam 

Pain for awhile or angui^, and excite 

Fallacioos hope, or arm th* ohdumte bre«4t 

With stubborn patience as with triple steel. 

Another part, in squadrons and gross bands, 679 

On bold adventure to discover wide 

That dismal world, if any dime peihaprf 

Might yield them easier habitation, bend 

Four ways their flying march, along the baakfi 

Of four infernal rivers, that disgorge 670 

Into the burning lake their baleful streaas : 

A bhorred Styx, th)e flood of deadly hate ; 

Sad Acheron, of sorrow, black and deep j 

Cocytus, namM of lamentation loud 

Heard on the rueful stream; fierce Fhlegethon, Q^ 

Whose waves of toiTcnt fire inflame with rage. 

Far off from these a slew and tilept stream, 

Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolls 

Her watery labyrinth^ whereof who drinks 

Forthwith his former state ainl baling foiget^, 
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Forgrets both jojr aai fvi^ pfefeWMwiA pftoi. ^ 

fieyond dutflood a frozen contment 

lies-dark ttod-wiM^^Mit wijk^ perpetart stonM 

Of whirlvrind and dtfe haii, frhtcfa M firm had 

Tbiun not, Irat gathers heapy and nun ietrns fifH^ 

Of ancient pile y or tiht dtoepaaow siod ka, 

A g^alph profound at tittttSerfafiBiaa bof 

Betwixt Damiata and masiiCCfliiinok^ • > 

Where armies>wlj^ hate sunk ; ikf pafefaiAjf mt^ 

Bams frore, and coM pecforott^h' effect of ^. I9ft 

Thither, by harper Iboied faries hal'd. 

M certain reFofaitiattS, all the cfaumi'd ■ 

Axe broagbt; and IM by ti^ thft bitlsr ebinfa 

Of fierce extremes, extrevep-by ciuuife mora ftanw, 

Firm bedf of ragr'ii^ifato'ilarve in iee fOO 

Their s4^ etheHalwarmth, and there to piB6 

bimoveable, infixM, and frozen romid, 

Periods of time, thence hurried back toilra. 

TLcy ferry over this Letheansouid 

B«>th to and fro, tbeiraorrow to augfmcat, iM 

And wish aod straggle, an they pasato raaeb 

Tke tempting^ sirean, with one smaH drop t» Uif^ 

la sweet forg>ctfulnesst all pain and woe, 

Ali in one moaient, and so near the brink ; 

Bat Fbte withstands, and to oppose th* attempt C>}^ 

Mcdnsa with Gorgfoniau terror ynards 

Tboforri^-and of jtsdf the water fiies 

All taste of Uvm^ wi^ht, oa once it tied 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus rotingf on 

]o ccnfnsM uiarah forlorn, th* adrent^rom bafldb, CX^ 

With sliudd^riog' horror peAe^ and eyes affhast^ 

Vit wM first the ir lamentable lot, and feimd 

^9 rcsj ; (hroiiu-h many a dark aad dreaiy rale, 



m PARADISE LOST. Book U. 

They passed, sad many a regton doionnii, 

0*er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 690 

Bocks, cares, lakes, fepBy bogs, ^ns, and sfaadii •£ dcaA, 

A uni?erw of death, which God by cane 

Created er*n, for^vii ofdy ^od. 

Where all life dies, death lives, and oaliire breeds^ 

PerFer8e,all monstrov, all prodigitms thii^fs, 

Abominable, innttenible, and worse 

Thaa fables yet have feig-n^d, or fear coneeiv'dy 

Churgons, and Hydras^ and Chimseras dne. 

Meanwhile the adversary of God and man, 
SSatan, with thoughts injBamM of high*st desi^ 
Pats on sfvift wings, and tow^ards the gates of Hell ' 
Explores his s^rfitaiy flight : sometimes 
fie scours the right hand coast, sametines the left 3 ^ 
(fow shaves with>level wing the deep, then soani 
Up to the fiery concave towVing high. 
As when far off at sea a fleet desery^d 
Hangs in the clouds, by equinoctial winds 
Close sailing from Qengaja, w the i^les 
Of Ternate and Tidore, whence mefrchanis bring* 
Their spicy drugs : they, on the trading flo4Ml MO 

Through the wide Ethiopian to (be Cape, 
Ply stemming nightly tow'ard the pole : so seem'4 
Far off the flying fiend. At last appear 
Hell bounds, high reaching to the horrid roof. 
And thrice threefold the gates ; three folds w«re \m$Bf <N$ 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock 
Impenetrable, impard with circling fire, 
iTet nnconsum'd. Before the gates there sal 
On either side <t formidable shaije ; 
The one seem'd woman to the waist, and fair, 
jBut ended foul in many a sealy lold 
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Voli^minoiu and vast, a seipent ann,d 

With mortal sting : about her middle round 

A ciy of Hell-hounds never ceasing^ bark*d 

With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, aud rung 606 

A hideous peal 5 yet, when they list would creep, 

If ought disturbed their noise into her womb, 

An4 kennel there ; yet there still barkM aud howPd, . 

Within unseen. Far less abborrM than these 

VexMScylla, bathing in the sea that parts 669 

Calabria from the hoarse Trinacriau shore > 

Nor nglier follow the night hag, when caird 

Ib secret, riding through the air she comes, 

LorM with the smell of infant blood, to dance, 

With LapUtnd witches, while the labVing moon 06& 

Eclipses at their charms. The other shape, 

If shape it might be callM that si^ape had none 

Distinguishable in member, joint or limb'^ 

Or substance might be callM that shadow seem'd. 

For each seemM either ; black it stood as night, G7t 

Fierce as ten furies, terrible ^ Hell. 

And shook a dreadful dart -, what seemM his head 

The likeness of a kingly crown had on. 

S&tan was now at hand, and from his seat 

The monster moving onward came as fast 675 

With horrid strides ; Hell trembled as he strode. 

Th* andauntcd fiend what this might be admir'd, 

Admired, not fearM ; God and his son except, 

Created thing nought valued he, nor shunnM ; 

A nd with disdainful loo k thus first began. 680 

" Whence and what art thou, execrable shape ! 
That dar'st, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miscreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pass, 
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That be assurM, without learr askM of Aee : 
Retire, or taste thy foUy*, and learn b^ pmof, 
lIen.hom ! not to conleudwith sprriti of Hear«n.'* 

1S> whom the ;ob1m fell of wrath replj'd, 
^ Art thiAi that traitor ang-el, art thon he, 
Who firtt broke peace in Heav^, and iaidi, tiH then 
Dnbrokea, and in prond rc/beHioui anna 481 

Drew after him the third port of Heav'n^s Mnt 
<)on}ur*d against the Hif h^est; for which both (hoa 
And they, outcast from Cod, are hereeondeam'd 
To waste eternal days in woe and pain? 09B^ 

And reckon^st thou thynelf w4th spirits of Heaven, 
Hell-doomM ! andbreath'st defiance hereand scom^ 
iDierel reign king, and, to enrage thee more, 
Thj king and lord? Back to thy pnnishmeat^ 
False ^itire ! and to thy speed add wings, 999^ 

Lest with a whip of scorpions! pnnue 
Thy lingViog, or with one stroke of this dart 
Strange horror seisethee, and panptunfelt before.** 

80 spake the grisly terror, and in shape, 
So speaking and so direaf ning, grew ten-fold 7W 

More dreadful and deform. On th' other side^ 
Incensed with indignation, Satan stood 
IfnterrifyM, and like a comet bnnTd, 
That fires the length of Ophiochusbnge 
In tfa^ arctic sky, and from his horrid barr 9CP 

Shakes pestilence and war. Each at the hettd 
Lcveird his deadly urn : their fatal hands 
No second stroke intend ; and soch a frown 
Each cast at th* other, as when two Unek clouds, 
With heav*n*8 artillery frnnght, come rattling on 715i 

Over the Caspian, then stand front to front 
Hvvariag a spare, till wiaii fhe signal U9w 



To join their dark eifbontltet- in hiid air : 

So frowned the mighty combatants, that \ltti 

Qiew darker at their tiflmn; no matchM the3rftt<iod ; 

For nerer hot onee tnore Was either like M 

To tiieet BO great a foe : and now ^reat dee<li 

Bad been achie^'d^ whereof all Hell had ruhj^, 

Had not the snaky Borcercfta that sat 

Fiut hj Hell gate, and kept the fatal key, 735 

Ris*ii, and wil^ hideons ontcry rashM bett^eeti. 

« O father! what intends thy hand,*' she cry*d, 
* Against thy only son? What fury', O son ! 
FosaeiMS thee to bend that mortal d^rt 
Against thy father^ head ? and knoVst foi* whom ', tTSO 
For him who sits abo^ie and langhs the while 
At thee ordainM his dmdge, to execute 
Whatever his wrath, which he calls jnstice, bids; 
His wrath, which one day will destroy ye both.** 

She spakfe, and at her words the hellish pest 7^ 

Forebore : then these to her Satan retnruM. 

^ So strange thy ontcry, and thy Words so strange 
Tboo interposest, that my sudden hand 
Presented, spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; • till first t know of thee, 7^ 

What thing thou art, thus double-form'd, and wbjf 
In this infernal TaW first teet, thou calVst 
He father, and that phantasm calfst my son^ 
1 know tliee not, nor ever saw till now 
Sight more detestable than him and thee * ?I9 

T* whom thus the portress of Hell gate reply '4 

^' Ilast thou forgot me then, and do I seem 

Now in thine eye so foul ? once deemM so fair 

hi Heay'o, when at th' assembly, and in si^fat 

W all the seraphita with theo coaibia*d 
V9L, I. ^ 
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In bold conspiracy a^inst HeavVsKinifi 

All on a sudden muerable pain 

SiirprisM thee, dim thiro* eyes, and dizzy swim 

In darkness, while thy head flames thick and fast 

Threw forth, till, on the left sideopeiung' wide, . .75§ 

Likest to thee ita shape and countenance brigh^ 

Then shining heavenly fair, a goddess arm*d, 

Out of thy head I sprang : amazement seizM 

Ail th' host of Heav'n; back they recoil'd, afraid 

At first, and calPd me Sin, and for a sigfo 769 

Portentous held me ; bat, familiar grown, 

I pleasM, and with attractive gfraces won 

The most adverse, thee chiefly, who fiill oft 

Thyself in me thy perfect image viewing 

Becam''st enamonr*d, and such joy thou took*st Ttt 

With me in secret, that my womb oonceivM 

A growing burden. Meanwhile war arose, 

And fields were fought in Heaven ; werein remain'4 

(For what could else ?) to our almighty Foe 

Clear victory, to our part loss and rout 77ft 

Through all the emp3rrean : down they fell, 

Driven headlong from the pitch of Heaven, dowB 

Intq this deep, and in the general fall 

I also ; at which time this powerful key 

Into my hand was g'lv^n, with charge to keep 775 

These gates for ever shut, which none can past 

Without my opening. Pensive here I sat 

Alone ; but long I s^t not, till my womb, 

Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown. 

Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes. 78ft 

At last this odious offspring whom thou seest, 

Thi ne own begotten, breaking violent way. 

Tore through my entrails, that with fear and paift 
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Distorted ftU my nether shape thiu grew 

Transform**! ; bat he my inbred enemy 766 

Forth luned, brandishing his fatal dart, 

Made to destroy : I fled, and ciyM out Dbath ! 

Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sighM 

From ail her caves, and bock resonnded Death ! 

I fled bnt he {mrsiied (thoogh more, it seems, tfld 

InflamM with Inst than rage), and, swifter hx^ 

Me overtook, his mother, all dismay- d, 

And, in embraces forcible and foul 

Engettd*ring with me, of that rape begot 

These yelling monsters, that with ceaseless cry 7% 

Sonoand me, as thon saw^st, hourly conceivM 

And hourly bom, with sorrow infinite 

To me : for, when they list, into the womb 

That bred them, they return, and howl and gnaw 

My bowels, their repast ;'then, bursting forth SOO 

Afresh, with conscious terrors vex me round^ 

that rest or intenniasion none I find. 

Before my eyes in opposition sits 

Grim death, my son and foe, who sets them o% ■ 

And me his parent would full soon devour 906 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involvM : and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane. 

Whenever that shall be ; so Fate pronounced. 

Bat thou, O father ! I forewarn , thee, shun 810 

His deadly arrow ; neither vainly h(^ 

To be invulnerable in those bright arms, 

Though temperM heavenly ; for that mortal dint^ 

Save be who reig^ns above, none can resist.** 

She finished! and the subtle fiend his lore tlf 

Soon laam'd, new milder, andthus answerM smooth. 
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^< Dear daiff liter ! since Uioa elaim^it n^ for^kj |if% 
^nd my fair sou here ihow'st n|e, the dear p}?4f* 
Of dalliance had wit}) thee ip H^av^n, and joji 
Then sweet, now sad to^meatiqn, thrQOgh diim ahupge 
fiefairniiB,ui)foreieen,«nthQi]ghtof J ji^iimf SSfX 

I come noenemy, but to set free 
jl^m out this dari^a^d dismal bom|^ of pa|a 
Both him and the<^.and all the heav'uly IvK^ 
Of spi Vits that, in onr jast pretence armM ff0ij^ 

.^ell with. us from on high : from them I ga 
This uncouth errand sole ; .^ad one for aU 
Jlyself exposf, with lonely steps to trfa4 
Th* unfounded de^ and through the raid iWQSiPft 
To search with wandering quest a place foretoW -jl^ 

4Should he, and, by eoneurring sigQs, ere aii!J|f 
4?reated Tustand roujud, a plac^ of bli^s 
^ the purlieus of Heaven, and therein pl9|9*4 
A race of upstaitqreatUfes^tQ supply 

f*erhaps our vacant room, thqugh m^re r^m^^ .^9$ 

liest Heaven surchaigM with potent muUituda 
Might h&p to move new broils : be t|)is or wigyt 
^an this more secret now di^ignM, I hftste 
To know, and this once IcnowUf .i^Jiall soon reton^ 
And bring ye to the place where thou and D^gd^ ^^ 

^hall dwell at ease, tifkd up ^nd down uaseca 
Wing silently the buxoip air, embalm^ 
•With odours ; theoe ye shall be/ed.and filFd 
Immeasurably, all things shall be your prey»** 

He ceasM, for both seemM highlly pleas'dy and Daath 
^CrrinnM horrible a ghastly smile, to h^yur ^0 

His famine should be fiU'd, a^d.bleft i^is maw 
pestiuM to that good hour: no less rejoiced 

]BjB$ iQQther ha4i 1'"*^ ^^ li«*Ht^e h^ 9ir^ 
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^ The key of this infernal pit by dae, 850 

And by command-bf HeaVn^s all-powerful King^ 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates ; agfainst all force 
Death ready stands to interpose his dart, 
Fearless to be o^'ermatchM by livings might. 8S5 

fiat what owe I to his commands above 
Ulio hates me,' and hath hither thmst me down 
tnto this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To sit in hatefal office htere confined, ' 
Inhabitant of Heaven, and heavenly horn, SOb 

Here in perpetual agony and paiii, 
With terrore and with clamours compossM ronird 
^Of mine own brood, that on my bowels fred ? 
Thon art my ftither, thou my author, thou 
My being gav'st me ; whom should I obey 865 

Bot theef whom follow ? thon wilt bring me soon 
To that new world of light and bliss, among 
The Gods who lire at ease, wherf» Ifihall reign 
At thy right hand volnptubns, as beseems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, witho^it end.** 870 

Thus saying, frotti her side the fatal key," 
Sad instrument of all our woe, she took ; 
And tow'ards the gr^te rolling her bestial train, 
Forthwith tht huge portcullis high up drew, 
Which, but herself, not all the Stj'gian powers 875 

Could once have movM ; then in the key-hole turns 
Th' intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
Of massy ir*mi or solid rock with ease 
Unfastens : on a'suddeii open fly, 

With impetuous recoil and jarring sound, 860 

TV infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 



Hanib thnnder, that the lowest hottom «hook 

Of Ereboi. She op^iiM, but to-»hut 

EjLceUM her powV ; the gates wide open 11004, 

That with exjtended ^%gu « banuerM host. 

Under ipread ensigros marcfaitijr; migUt pass tbraogh 

With hors^ and charioti mnkM in loo«e array j 

So wid« they stood, and like a fnrnace inouth 

Cast forth redounding smokij and mddy flame. 

Before their ryes ia sudden view appear 999 

Thf! secrete of tbfe hoary deep, a dark 

lijitnitable ocean, withoat hound, 

TVithoat dimension where ^ngth, breadth, aod hei^bty 

And time, and place' are lost; where eldest fcight 

A nd Chaos, aneostors of Nature, hold SO^ 

Eternal anarchy, amidst the noise 

Of endless wars, and by confusion 8tai|d. 

Tor hot, cold, moist, and diy, four cbampioi^ iteree* 

Strire here for mastVy, and to battle hw»g 

Their ombryon atoms : they aronnd the fla|^ 90^ 

Oi .each his faction, in their sereral clans, 

Ug-ht arui'd, or heavy, sharp, sqiooth, swift, ot sloW| 

Swarm populoas,-unnttmber*d as the sands 

Of Barca or Cyrene's lorrid soil. 

Lev ied to side with warringf winds, and poise 9fA 

Their lig^hter wings. To whom these most adhlsaei 

He rules a moment : Chaos umpire sits, 

And by decision more embroils the fray 

By which he roigfus ; next him hig-h arbiter 

Chance gfovcrns all. Into this wild abyss, 93Q 

The womb of nature, and perhaps her g'raTe^ 

Of neither sea, nor shore, nor air, nor fire. 

But all these in their pregnant causes mixM 

C^iifosMIyi «iiH whi<^ ihns mu8| evffr S^ht^ 
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Pnlmlh' Almiglilgr MWwrtjiem 0fd$i9 iWI 

His dark mftferiab to oeate 9MM woiMf^ 

Sloodon die1>ri]iliofHeU,»il|ooked«m^iil^ 

Poml'riiiyhkvoy«te; fytn»mnmfnOk 

He had to cTOif . Nor «Wf W» ew lew pe«l'd «W 

With ooises loud and nuaoat (to coniWM 

fireai thing* wiflit«»U)thaii whott BeUona KbonPi 

With all her faatteiing engines best to iva 

Some capital city' -, or leaathan if tbiifran* 

Of Hcav'n were falling, and tbeie ckmeuli 

In mntitty had ftom lusr axle torn 

The stedfa«t earth. At last hi« 9aU'*M«d ?«|P 

Be qireaib for flight, and in tb« avffiog ssmU 

Upliiked 8|Hinis the ground j thence many » leflf«% 

As in a clondy chair, •sccnthng rides 

Audacious i hut, tiiataeatt soon fiuUng metta 

Avaatvacoity: alliuiawar^s, 

friuttering his pennons vaia, ^uml^ down he irQS§ 

Ten thousand fathom deep ^ and to thi« hour 

Povn had haenfaUing, l»ad not by iU cfaanea «l 

Tlic strong lehnff of some (umnHnoos qloiid» 

lostioGt with fire and nitre, hnrried him 

iU many miles aloft : thiit fuiy itay'd, 

QuenchM in a b<«»y Syrtis, neither sea, 

Norwood diy land ; nigh fowder'd ogk he fiu«% 9^ 

Treading the crude consistence, half o^ foot, 

Half flying ; behoves him now both oar and sail, 

A» when a gryphon, through the wilderness 

With winged course, o'er hill or mooiy d^e> 

pannes the Arimaspian, who by stealth Mp 

Had from his wakef al custody porloin'd ' 
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OW bof , or iteep, thfnugh strait, rongfh, dense, or rare, 

With head, hands, winsfs, or feet pnrtnes his way, 

And iwims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies : 950 

Atleogdk a uniiersal hnbbab wild 

Of stunning^ sounds and voices all confusM, 

tiome throan^h (iie hollow dark, assanlts his ear 

With loudest vehemence : thither he plies, 

Undau)ited tP n^et there whatever' power 955 

Or spirit of the nethermost abyss 

Might in that nofee reside^ of whom to ask 

^?hich way the nearr^st coast of darkness'fies 

BordVingf on Itg'ht ; when strait behold the throne 

Of Chaos, andliisi dark pavilion spread *M0 

Wide on the wastefnl deep; with him enthronM 

Sat sable^esied Nigrht, eldest of things. 

The consort of his reign ; and by thelrt stood 

Orcus and Ades,'and'the dre)ided ndme 

Of Demogorgon ; Rumour next, and Chance, - 965 

AndTumuH'BndConffQsiOn, allembroiPd, ' ' -^- 

And Discord with a thousand various mouths. 

T* whom Satan, taming boldly, thus! ** Ye powers 
And spirits of thia nethermost abyss, 

Chaos and ancient Night ? I come no spy, 970 

With purpose to explore or to distnrb 
The secrets of yonr realm; hot by constraint 
,Wknd^ring thii' darksome desert, as my way 
lies through your spacious emphre up to light, 
Alone, and without giifde, half lost I seek 975 

What readiest path leads where your gloomy bounds * *■' 

Confine with Heaven ; or if «ome other place, 
l^rom your dominion won, th* ethereal King 
Possesses lately, thither to arrive 
I trarel this profound; direct my eonrse; . . $B9 



DiiecM, M WMIl recMQiifuil^ it briOfl 
To your iiehoor, if I tMie^iqii |q8^ 

All vHupatian thence ei|^'4t rt 4^M^ 

To berorisriiuil < ter|rnf i ij «im1 JoBT «F»/ 

(Wkidi M my piesevt jottmey), iui4 VfCfi mm fll^ 

Bract the flapdard theie of 89«te||t Nif 111 : 

Yonn be th* adyttn^ige f^ mine tl^ revcnfTr^ 

That Satan; and him tbo^ ikfi VWt^ <^ 
With fyUCnag speei^ »r4 visfif e inoQui^^fii 
AnmverM. ^' I )H|«vf ti»0f!»1|tmnf 91 '• wl^o tl^ov tit, 9f^ 

That migh^ leading «9|pr?lt whQ of late 
|l»de head 9g^mt QewrV«, KiD«ri ^km^ QTerO^ccfWOf 
I law and heard j for ms^ n ^^meropt hqi^ 
Jled not in ailenoe thr^ogh the frighted ittg^ 
With ruin upon jn^ jront on roiitp 19^ 

XJonforionwon^coofoimdedi «idHeitirn|!i|t|| 
Fnu'd oat \ij millifim her viGtorionn hai^ 
Pttming. I upon ray frontieri her« 
Keep retidencej if nUI lifm will ferff 
That little which it left so to defend* %9f9 

EncraachM onitill through your intf^tiiie hf9)|f^ 
W«Bk*niQg the soeptre of old Night : fint H^Vt 
Your dongeon, gtretdiing far.pAdwide henealhf 
How lately He^T'n «pd Enrth, another worl^i 
Bong o^er my realm, UnfcM ini^ golden phftin Wfi 

To fluit side HeaT*n ^m w^nee your legioJ)i fdl : 
If that way be yonr walk, you b|»Fe ngt hx j 
flo modi the nearer .danger i gO} tnd speed ! 
flawMsk, and qpoil, and ruin are my g^n.^ 

He eeasM ; and Satan itay*4 i>ct to reply^ W9 

Bnt, glad that now sea shoold find a sborej 
With fresh alacrity and foioe renew'd* 
Springs iq>ward^ \i)M n pjnunid^f $re^ 
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Intolhe wiMexpuuie, andtiuongrh die gbock 
Of figbtiBf ekments, ota all siitei round 1015 

£nviroa*d, wins his way \ harder beset 
^ And more endangered, than when Argro paM*d 
Hiroagh Bosporus, betwixt the justling: rocks : 
Or when fJljnes'onthe larboard shnnnM 
Chaiybdis, and hy tV Mherwhirlpool steei'd. lOSO 

80 he with diffi'onlty andlabonr hard 
lIoyM on^ with difficnity* and labour he : 
But, he dnce past, soon after, when man fell, 
Strani^e alteration ! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, such was the will of Heay^% 1095 

FavM after him a broad and beaten way 
Over ike dark ^byss, whose boiling gulf 
Tamely endurM a bridge of wondrous length 
From Hell cdtotinued, reaching th* utmost orb 
Of this fmil world; by which the spi^rits perverse 1090 

With easy intercourse pass to and fro 
^Ta tempt or punish mortals, except whom 
''God and good angels guard by special grace. 
But now atlast the sacred influence 
Of light appean, and from the walls of Heaven 1035 

Shoots far iiito the bosom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn : here Nature first begins 
'Her faitiiest veYge, and Chaos to retire, 
As from 'her outmost works a broken foe, 
With tumult less, and widi less hostile din ; ' 1040 

That Satan with less toil, and now with ease, 
WaflfcB on the calmer wave by dubious light, 
And, like a weather beaten vessel, holds 
Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle torn; 
Or in the emptier waste, resembling air, 10i5 

Weighs his spread wkigs, at leisure tobehold 
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off til* enpyrctl Hes? *b, extemled wkU 
jii cirdiit, nndeterminM iqoare or romid, 
With o|Mltow*n and battlementi adorn'd 
Of Inriog sapfdure, once fak native leat; lOdi^ 

And fBathjj hanging in a goMen diaini 
This pendent world, in bigne» at • atar 
Of aainlleit magnitude dote bj die nuNm. 
Thitlier, inll (mogfat widi miichieToai rtviftge^ 
Acam*d|«idiBnciiisedhoiirhehi6t. Jfi^ 
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God'^t sitting on his throne^ sees Satan Jlying toward this 
world, then newly created; shows him to the Son, who sat 
at his right hand ; forteU the success of Satan in per- 
verting mankind ; clears his own justice and wisdomfroni 
all imputation, having created man Jree, and able enough 
to have withstood his tempter; yet declares his purpose of 

• gra e towards him, in regard he Jell not of his own maiice, 
as did Satan, but by him seduced. The Son of God ren- 
ders praises to his Father /or the manijestation qf his gra- 
cious purpose tou/ards man ; but God again declares, that 
grace cannot be extended towards man without the satis- 
faction of divine justice; man hath of ended the majesty 
of God by aspiring to godhead, and, therefore, with all his 
progeny, devoted to death, must dief unless some one can be 
found sufficient to answer for his o fence, and undergo his 
punishment. The Son of Ood freely offers himself a ran- 
som for man : the Father accepts him, ordains his incarna^ 
tion, pronounces his exaltation above allnames in Heaven 
and Earth; commands all the Angels to adore him ; they 
obey, oTuiy hymning to their fiarps in full quire, celebrate 
the Father and the Son. Meanwhile Satan alights upon 
the bare convex of this world*s outermost orb ; where wan- 
dering, hef,rstfnds a place, since called the Limbo of 
Vanity : wliat persons and things fly up tJdther ; thence 
comes to the gate of Heaven, described ascending by stairs, 
and the waters above thefrmament that^ow about it: hh 
passage thence to the orb of the sun ; he finds there Uriel, 
the regent of that orb, but first changes himself into the 
shape of a meaner angel; and, pretending a zealous desire 
to behold the new creation, and man whom God had placed 
here, inquires of him the place of his habitation, and is di- 
rected: alights first on mot^t Nipkates* 
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BOOK in. 

BAIL, holy Light ! o&priB^ of HeftT'n first bprn ! 

4>r of th* £tenial oo-eteraa) beam 

Maj I express thee'' uablamM ? since God is light 

And nerer btit inunapproached light 

Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 5 

Brig^ht. effluence of bright essence increate. 

Or hear'st thou rather^ pure ethereal stream, j| 

Whose fountain who shall tell ? Before the sun, 

Before the Hear'ns thou wert, and, at the voice 

Of God, as with a mantle, didst invest 10 

The rising world of waters dark and deep^ 

Won from the roid and formless infinite. 

Thee I re-visit now with bolder wing. 

EscapM the Stygian pof^, thoaghlong detain^ 

In titat obscure sojourn, while in my flight 15 

Through utter and through middle darkness borne 

With other notes than to th^ Orphean lyre, 

I ^nng of Chaos and eternal Night j 

Taaght by the heavenly Muse to ventare down 

The dark descent, and up to re-ascend, 90 

Though hard and rare : thee I revisit safe. 

And feel thy sovVeign vital lamp; but tho||jl 

Revisit'st not these.eyes, that roll in rain • 

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn j 

So thick. a drop serene hathquenohM their orbs, 25 

Or dim suffusion veil'd. Yet not the more 

Cease f to waoder where the muses haunt 

r^ear spriug, or shady grove, or sunny hill, 
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Smit with die lore of sacred •ong* ; but chief ' 

Thee, Sion, and the flow'iy brooka beneath, 3(> 

That wash thj hallowM feet, and warbling flow, 

liig*htly I Tisit : nor sometimes forget 

Those other two eqnalPd with me in fate. 

So were I equallM with diem in renown, 

Blind Thamyiis and blind Mseonides, 35 

And Tiresias and Phinens, pn^beti old: 

Then feed on thoughts tiiat volnntary move 

Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeftil bird 

Sing^ylarkling, and in riiadiest covert hid 

Tunes her nocturnal note. Thas with the year 4ft 

Seasons return, but not tome returns 

Day, or the sweet approach ofev'nor.moi«, 

Or sight of vernal bloom, or snmmer^i rose, 

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine; 

But cloud instead, and ever-during' dark C» 

Surrounds me, from the cheerful ways of meo 

Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 

Presented with an univenal blank 

Of nature's works to me expung'd and razM, 

And wisdomiatone entrance quite shat ont. 5A 

So much the rather thou, celestial f Jght, 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 

Irradiate ; there plant eyes, all mist from thence 

Purge and disperse, that I may see and tell 

Of things invisible to mortal sight. ^> 

Now had th' Almighty Father from above. 
From the pure empyrean where he sits 
High thronM above all height, bent down his eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About htm all the sanctities of Henvcn tjp 

Stood thick as stars, and fropi his si»-ht reccivM 
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Beatitade past otttmnce ; on his right 

The radiant ivange of his glory sat, 

His only Son; on earth he first beheld 

Our tvro first parents, yet the only tr#q ^ 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plac'dj 

Reaping immortal fmita of joy and love. 

Uninterrupted joy, niurivalled love, 

In blissful solitode; he then surveyM 

Hell and the gulf betiiree9, and Satan there 70 

Coasting the wall of Heaven on this side Night 

In the dun air sublipne, and ready now 

To stoop, with wearied ^ings ^nd willing feet 

On the bare outside ofthis world, that seemM 

Firm land embosomed, without firmament, 75 

Uncertain which, ii^ ocean or in air. 

11 im God beholding from his prospect high^ 

IVl&erein past, present, future he beholds, 

Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake. 

^^ Only begotten Sou seest thou what rage SO 

Transports our adversary ? ^hom no bounds 
Prescribed, no bars«of Hell, i^or all the chaifis 
IfeapM on him the)r«, nor yet the plain abyss 
Wide interrupt can hold; so bent he seems 
On desperate rerepge, that shall redound 65 

(ipon his owp rebellious head. And now, 
1 hrougrh all restraint broke loose, he wings iuB way 
Not far off Heaven, in the precincts of light. 
Directly tow^ards the new created world. 
And luan there placM, with purpose to assay 9P 

If him by force he can destroy, or, worse, 
By some false guile pervert ; and shall pervert; 
For naan will hearken to his gloziiig lies, . 
And easily transgrc^ the sole cnmuiaud, 
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Sole pledg'e of his obedience : so will Ml 9^ 

Il<^ and his faithless progreny. Whose fanFt? 

Whose bat his own ? Ingprate, he hud of ifte 

All he coiild have ; I made him just and right^ 

Sufficient to have stood, thong-h free to ihfl. 

Such I created all th^ f thereotpowvn IQU 

And spirits, both them who stood and them who faiVd ; 

Froely the^r stood who stood, and fSpII who fell. 

Not free, what proof cnmid they have ffiv'n sincere 

Of true allegianee, constant faith or love, 

Where onlj what they needs must do appenrM, 105 

Not what they wonid? what praise conid fhey rccrive ? 

What pleasure I from snch obedience paid, 

When will and reason (reason nho* is choice) 

Useless and vain, of freedom both drspoilM, 

Mode passive both, had'serv'd n^crssity, 1 lo 

Not nie ? They therefore as to rig-ht Itelong'd, 

So were created, nor can jnstly' accnse 

Their Maker, or their makinp-, or their fate, 

As if predestination dveri-^rd <, 

Their will, dispofiM by absolute ilecreo 1 1/}, 

Or high forcknowledgfo; they theipsolvrs deoroed 

Their own revolt, not I; if I fojTkncw, 

Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault, 

Which had no less provM certain unforeknown. 

f?o without least impulse or shadow' of fate, J 20 

Or oug^ht by me immutaMy foreseen. 

They ti-esspass, authors to themselves in all 

Both what they judg-e, and »vhat they choose ; for so 

I forraM them free, and free they must remain, 

Till they inthral themselves ; I else nrnat changpc l^vj 

Their nature, and revoke the big-h decree 

Uuchang-eablc, eternal, which ordaiu'd 
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'Their freedom ; they themselres ordaiii'd their fall. 
The first sort hy their own sng-grestion fell, 

Self-tempted, self.depraTM : man falls, deceivM 130 

By th' other first : maittiierefore shall find grace, 
The other none : in niensy' and justice both, 

Throngrl^ Heaven and Earth, so shall my glory^ excel; 
• Bnt mercy first and last shall brigfhtest shine.*^ 

Thns while God spake, ambrosial fragf ranee filPd 735 

All Heaven, and id the blessed 8pi*rits elect 

Sense of new joy ineffable difiiis'd. 

Beyond compare the Son of God was seen 

Blost gflorions ; in him all his Father shone 

Substantially expressM ; and in his face 140 

DiTine compassion visibly appearM, 

Love without ond, and without measure grace. 

Which uttering", thus he to his Father spake. 
*' O Father, gfracious was that word which clos'd 

Thy sov'reigfn sentence, that man should find grace; liri 

For which both Tleav'n and Earth shall hlg-h extol 

Thy praises, with th' innumerable sonnd 

Of hymns and sacred son^ii?, wherewith thy throno 

IticompassM shall resound thee ever blest : 

For should man finally be lost, shojild man, l.*)U 

Thy creature late so lov'd, thy yonng-est son, 

Pall circumvented thus hy fraud, though joinM 

With his own folly ? that be from thee far, 

That far be from thee. Father, who art j urfg-e 

Of all thing's made, aud judgcst only right. lofj 

Or shall the advei-sary thus obtain 

His end, and frustrate thine ■ shall he fulfil 

liis malice, and thy g'no(!ness bring to nong-ht, 

Or proud r» turn, though to his heavier doom, 

\ ct with reveng^e accop>pl i ih'd, aud to Hell 160 
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Draw after him the whole race of mankifid, 

By him corrapted ? or wilt thoa thyself 

Abolish thj creation, and unmake, 

For hioi, what for thy glory thon hatt made ? 

So should thy g-oodness and thy g'reatness both 1G5 

De questionM and blasphemM without defence.^* 

To whom the great Creator thus reply'd. 

f^ O Sun, in whom my soul hath chief delight, 

San of my bosom, Son who art alone 

My word, my wisdom, and effectual might, X^Q 

All hast thou spoken as my thoughts are, all 

As my eternal purpose hath decreed : 

Man shall not quite be lost, but savM who will ; 

Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 

Freely vouchsaf M ; once more I will renew 175 

liis lapsed powVs, though forfeit, and inthrallM 

By &in to foul exorbitant desires j 

I/pheld by me, yet once more he shall stand 

Ou even ground against his mortal foe ; 

By me upheld, that he may know how frail ISl^ 

His fairn condition is, and to me owe 

All his deliverance, and to none but me. 

Some I have chosen of peculiar grape 

Elect above the rest ; so is my will : 

The rest shall hear me call, and oft be warnM, 1 83 

Their sinful state, and to appease betimes 

Th' incensed Deity, while offered grace 

jluvites 'y for I will clear their senses dark, 

What may suffice, and soften stony hearts 

To pray, repent, and bring obedience dne. Iq^ 

To pray V, repentance, and obedience dne, 

I'hough but undeavourM with sincere intent, 

Mine ear shall not be slow, mine eye net shut. 
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And I will place within them as a gvide 

My timpire conscience, whom if they will henry 196 

Lig-ht after lig'ht, well iis^d, they shall attaiui 

And to the end persisting, safe airive. 

This my longp sufferance and o*yi)ay of grace 

They who neglec and scorq, shall neyer taste j 

But hard be hardened, blind be blinded more, fUM 

That thry may stamble on, and deeper fall ; 

And none but such from mercy I exdnde. 

Bnt yet all is not done ; man disobeying, 

Disloyal, breaks his feiUty, and sins ^t 20& 

Against the high supremacy. of UeaTeQ| 

Affecting god-head, and so losing all. 

To expiate his treason hath nought left, 

Bat to destruction sacred and devote, 

He with his whole posterity must die, 

Die he, or justice must ; unless for him 210 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid satisfaction, death for death. 

Say, heav'niy powers ! where shall we find such love ? 

Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 

Man^s mortal crime, and just th^ unjust to save ? 215 

Dwells in allHear<^n charity so dear?** 

Ife askM, but all the heavenly quire stood mute. 
And silence was in Heaven : on mnu^s behalf 
Patron or intercf ssor none appearM, 

l\Iuch less that durst upon his own head draif 220 

The deadly forfeiture, and ransom^et. 
And now without red«^mption all mankind 
Must have been lost, adjudged to Death and IIc-11 
By doom severe, had not the Sou of God, 
In whom the fulness dwells of hue divino, 2*?j 

\l'p dearest mediation thus rencwM. 
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^ Father, thy word it past, man shall fiod g'mce ; 
And flhall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The speediest of thy winged nK'ssengers, 
To visit all thy creatures, and to all ^230 

Comes unpreyentedf imiuiplorM, unsought ? 
Mappy for man, so coming ; he her aid 
Can never seek, once dead in sins, and lost ; 
Atonement for himself or offering meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring. 2^ 

Behold me then ; me for him, life for life 
t ftffer; on me let thine anger fall ; 
Accouot me man ; I for his sake will leave 
Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee 

Freely put oW, and for him lastly die 240 

Well pleas'd *, on me let Death wreak all his rage ; 
Under his gloomy powV I shall not long 
Lie vanquishM ; thou hast giv*n me to possess 
Life in myself for ever ; by thee I live, 
lliough now to Death I yield, and am his du^ ^45 

All that of me can die ; yet, that debt paid, 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathsome grav^ 
Ifis prey, nor suffer my unspotted soul 
For ever with corruption thire to dwejl^ 
But I shall rise victorious, and subdue 250 

My vanquisher, spoiJM of his vniinted spoil ; 
Death his death^s wound shall then receive, and stoop 
Injy'lorioujs, of his mortal sting disarmM. 
I through the ample air iu triumph high 
Shall lead Hell captive, maugre Hell, and show o^-^.*^ 

The powVs of darkness bound. Thou^ at the sight 
Pleab'd, out of Heaven shalt look down and smile, 
Wjiile, by thee raisM^ I niiu all my foes, 
JDeath last, and with his care^se glut the grar^ : 
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Then, with the muithnde of my redeemed ^ 960 

Shall enter Ileav^u, ioosr absent, «Dd return^ 

Father, to see thy face, wherein no clond 

Of angf^r shall remain, hut peace assnrM 

And reconcilement^ wrath shall be.no more 

Thenceforth, but in thy presence joy entire." . 2^ 

His words here ended, but his meek aqiect 
Silent yet spake, and breathM immortal lore 
To mortal men, above which only shone 
Filial obedience : aa a sacrifice 

Glad to be offerM, he attends the will 270 

(X his great Father. Admiration seizM 
All Heaven, what this mig-ht mean, and whither tend, 
Wond'ring •, but soon th* Almighty thus replyM*^ 

*' O thou in Heav*n and Earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath ! Othou, 275 

My sole complacence ! well thon know^st bow dear 
To me are all my works, nor man the least, 
Thoag-h last created ; that for him I spare 
Thee from my bosom and right hand, to save, 
By losing thee awhile, the whole race lost. 2S(^ 

Thou therefore, whom thou only canst redeem, 
Their nature also to thy nature join ; 
And be thyself man among men on earth. 
Made flesih, when time shall be, of virgin seed^ 
By wond'rous birth : be thou in Adam's room / 2S5 

The head of all mankind, though Adam's son. 
As in him perish all men, so in thee, 
As from a second root,sliu]] be restoiM 
\< many as are restored, without thee none. 
His ci ime raakcii guilty all his sons ; thy merit 290 

Inipntcii, sliall absolve them who renounce 
i heir own both ri^htcoos and unrighteous deeds, 
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And lire in thee trapsplaiiled, and from diee 
Rece i ve new life. So man, as k most jut. 
Shall satisfy for man, be jud^'d and die, S9& 

And dying rise, and rising with him rabe 
His brethren, ransoraM with his own dear life. 
So heavenly loire shall ootdo hellish hate, 
jGiving* to death, and d3ring to redeem, 
So dearly to redeem what hellish hate 309 

So easily destroyed, and still destroy* 
In those who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Kor shalt thou, by descending to assume 
Maii^s nature, lessen or degrade thine own. 
Because thou hast, though thron'd in highest blils 306 

£qttal to God, and equally enjoying 
God-like fruition, quitted all to save 
A world from utter loss, and hast been foiroA 
By merit more than birthright Son of God, 
Found worthiest to be so by being good, SVi 

Far more than great or high ; because in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory* abounds, 
Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt 
With thee thy manhood also to this throne ; 
Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here shalt reign 31 5 

Both God and man, Son both of God and man. 
Anointed universal King.; all power 
I give thee ; reign for ever, and assume 
Thy merits -, under thee as head supreme. 
Thrones, princedoms, powers, dominions, I reduee : 3W 

All knees to thee shall bow, of tbem that bide 
In Heav'n, or Earth, or under Earth in Hell. 
When thou, attended gloriously from Heaven, 
Shalt ID the sky appear, and from thee send 
Thy summoning archangels to proclaim 3^ 
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Thy dread tribunal, forthwith fron all winds 

The living*, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all past agfes, to the greneral doom 

Shall hasten ; such a peaUball rouse their sleep. 

Then, all thy saints assembled, thou shalt jndgpe 330 

Bad men and angfels; tliey surraig'n'd shall sink 

Beneath thy sentence ; Hell, her numbers full, 

Thenceforth shall be forever shut. Meanwhile 

The world shall bum, and from her ashes spring 

New Heav*n and Earth, wherein die just shall dwell, 33& 

And, after all their tribulations long'. 

See g-olden days, fruitful of g^olden deeds, 

With joy and love triumphing', and fair truth. 

Then thou thy regfal sceptre shalt lay by. 

For regfal sceptre then no more shall need, 340 

God shall be all in all. But, all ye Gods, 

Adore him, who to compass all this dies ) 

Adore tb«! Son, and honour him as nic.*^ 

No sooner had tV AlmigHty ceased, but all 

The mnltitude of angels, with a shout 345 

Loud as from numbers without number, sweet 

As from blest voices, uttering* joy, Heav'n rung 

With jubilee, and loud hosannas fiU'd 

Tb' eternal regions : lowly reverent 

Tow Vds either throne they bow, and to the ground 350 

1^ ith solemn adoration down they cast 

Their crowns inwove with amarant and gold ; 

Immoiial amarant, a flowV which once 

In Paradise, fast by the tree of life, 

Urn-nn to bloom ; but soon for man^s offence 355 

To Ileav'n removed, where first it grew, there grows, 

.\ lid flow'^rs aloft, shading the fount of life, 

AvA where the river of bliss through midst of Heaven 

8 
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Rolls o*er Elyslan flow'rs her amber stream : 
With thf'se thiit never ftide the spi'rlts elect 90O 

BmmI their resplendent locks enwreath'd with beams ; 
Now in loose gurhinds ffaiek thrown off, the bright 
Pavement, that like a sea of jasper shone, 
Impnrpled with celestial roses smiPd. 

Then, crownM ag^ain, their g-olden harps they took, 3G5 

Harps ever tun^d, that, g'littering* by their side 
Like quivers fanngp, and with preamble sweet 
Of charming' symphony they introdace 
Their sacred song, and waken raptures high ; 
No voice exempt, no voice but well conld join 37# 

Melodious part, sadi concord is in Heaven. 
Tbee, Father, first they sung*, omnipotent^ 
Immutable, immoitol, infinite. 
Eternal King ; thee, Author of all being, 
Foimtain of light, thyself invisible S75 

Amidst the glorious brightness where thon sitt*st 
Throned inaccessible, but when tHon shaiP&t 
The full blaze of thy beams, nnd, through a clontt 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant shrine, 
Dark with excessive bright thy skirts appear, 3S|^ 

Yet dazzle Heaven, that brightest seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil their eye*. 
Thee, next they sung, of all cFcntiou first, 
Begotten Son, divine similitude, 

In whose conspicuous countenance, without clond 3^ 

Made visible, th' Almighty Father shines, 
Whom vUe no creature can behold ; on thee 
ImpressM th' efftilgenee, of his glory' abides, 
TransfusM on thee his ample spirit rests. 
He Heav"'n of I?eay*iis, and all the pow''rs thoroiu, 'T^dO 

By ihee created, nntl by tliee threw down 
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TK aspiring' dominatioiu : thea that day 

Thy Fatber's dreadful thvnder didst not spare, 

Nor stop thy flaming ehariut wheels, that shook 

Heav*as eyerlasting frame, wMle o^er the necks 2S!t 

llion drov^st of warring' angels disarmyM.^ '^ % 

Haek from pursuit thy powers with hmd acclaim 

Thegm]f extoUM, Son of thy FaOier's might. 

To execute fierce vengeance on his foes. 

Not so on man: him, thnragh their malice fallen, 400 

Father c^ mercy' and giBce, thon didst not doom 

2o strictly, hut mnch more to pity* incline : 

No sooner did thy dear and only Son 

Perceive thee purposed not to domn frail man . 

So strictly, hut much more to pity inclined 4,05 

He to appease thy wrath, ai^d end the strife 

Of merey* and justice in thy face discernM, 

Regardless of the hliss wherein he sat 

Second to thee, offered himself to die . 

Fw man^s offence. O uneyampled love, 410 

Love no where to he found less than divine I 

Hail, Son of God, Sa>iour of men ! thy name , 

Shall he the copious matter of my song 

Henceforti), and never shall my harp thy praise 

Forget, nor from thy Father^s praise disjoi n. 41 1> 

Thus they in Heay-^n, ahove the starry sphere, 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning spent. 
Meanwhile upon tlie firm opocoits git»he 
Of this round world, whose first convex divides 
The Inminous inferior orbs iuclosM 42Q 

FiDm Chaos and th' inroad of Darkness old, 
;9atan alighted walks : a glohe far off 
H Mcenrd, now seems a boundless continent 
park, waste, and wild, untlcr the frown of Night 
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Starless exposM, and erer-threat^nin^ sfiomu 425 

Of Chaos blnst*rii^Toiiin}, inclemMit skjr ; 

SaTe on that side which from the wall of Heaven, 

Though distant far, some small reflection gains 

Of glimering air less vexM with tempest loud : 

Here walkM the iend at la^e in sp«:ious field. 49ii 

As when a mltor on Imans bred, 

Whose snowy ridge l^e roving Tartar bonnds, 

Dislodging from a region scarce of prey, 

To gorgpe the flesh of lambs or yeanling kids 

On hills where flocks are fed, flies tow^ard the springs 435 

Of Ganges or Ilydaspes, Indian streams ; 

Bnt in his way lights on the barren plains 

Of Sericana, where Chineses drive 

With sails and wind their cany waggons light : 

So, on Ihis windy sea of land, the flend 4-10 

WalkM up and down alone, bent on his prey; 

Alone, for other creature in this place 

Living or lifeless, to be found wastione; 

None yet, but store hereafter from the earth 

Up hither like aereal vapours flew 4-15 

Of all things transitory^ and vain, when sin 

With vanity had fiUM the works of men ; 

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 

Built their fond hopes of glory' or lasting fame. 

Or happiness in this ortb' other life ; 450 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 

Of painful snperstition and blind zeal, 

Nought seeking but the praise of men, here And 

Fit retribution, empty as their deeds; 

AH th* unaccompIishM works of Nature's hand, 4.*;-, 

Abortive, monstruus, or unkindly mixM, 

f)i8SolT'd on earth, fleet hilher, and in voin. 
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Till final disolutioj), waoder here ; 

Not in the neighVriog moon, as some have drcam'd ^ 

Those afg«nt fields more likely babitaots, 4f)jD 

Translated saiuU, or middle spirits, hold, 

Betwixt tV angelirad and human kiud^^,^ 

Hither, /of iil-joinM sons and daughters bora 

First from the aneient world those g-iants came 

IVith many a vain exploit, though then renown'd : . 4Ud 

The builders next of JBubel ou the plain 

OCSennaar, and still with vain design 

New Babehi, bad they wherewithal, would build ; 

Others came single ; he who, to be dcemM 

A God, leapM fondly in illtiia flauics, 470 

Cinpedocles ; and he, who to enjoy 

PI»to''s Elysium, leap'd into the sea, 

Cieombrotus; and many wore too long, 

Embryos, and idiots, eremites, and fi iais 

White, bliick, and gre} , witii all their truoiprry. 475 

Here pilgrims roam, that spi^jM so fur to seek 

In Golgotha him dea^l, who Uvea in Ikaven ; 

And they, who, to be sure oiTaradiKO, 

Dying put oa. the weeds of Douiihlc, 

Or in Franciscan think to pt^a disgui:»M ; 4bO 

They pass the planets sev'n, audpn:>b the fixM, 

And thiit cr}'stuUiue i^phere \v liu.se balanee weighs 

The trrpidation tulkM, and lluit first movM : 

And now Saint Petei at H» av'n's wicktt strms 

To wait them with his koy^., and now at foot 485 

Of lieav^u^s ascent they lil'C their feet, when lo 

2\ violent eross w-ind irom cither coast 

liJov/s them traverse ten thousand leagues awry 

I.ito the devious air ; then might ye i.te 

Cuwif-, huoils, and LuUits, with tU. iv wearers, tost 4'^ 
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And fluttered into rags ; theo reliqiKs, beads. 

Indulgences, dispenses, p&rdons, bulls, 

The sport of winds : all these, upwhiri'd aloft, 

Fly o'er the backside of the world far off 

Into a limbo large and broad, since callM 495 

The Pftradise of Fools, to few nnknowa 

Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the iiend found as he poaa'd, 

And long he wander'd, till at last a gleam 

Of dawning light turnM thitherward in haste 5(>0 

His traveUM steps : far distant he descries, 

Ascending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of Heav'n, a structure high ; 

At top whereof, but far more rich, appearM 

The work as of a kingly palace gate, 50& 

With frontispiece of diamond and gold 

EmbflHshM ^ thick with sparkling orient gems 

The portal shone, inimitable on earth 

By model, or by shading pencil di-awn. 

The sttiirs were such as whereon Jacob saw 510 

Angels oscrnding and descending, bands 

Ofgiiardiiuis bright, when he from Esau fled 

I'o Pudan-Arara, in the field of Luz 

Dreaming by night under the open sky, 

And waking cryM, " This is the gate of Iloaren." I»lo 

Ilacli stair mysteriously was meant, nor stood 

Ihere always, but drawn up to Heav'n sometimes 

Viewless; and underneath a bright sea flowM 

Of jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who after came from earth, sailing arrived, J>!>0 

Wafted by angels, or flev/ o'er the lake 

Ilapt in a chariot drawn by fiery steerla. 

1'hc ftttirs were then let down, whether I > dare 
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The Send hy rosy* asceirt, or agfgTaTate 

H ii sad exclusion from the doors of bliss : 525 

Direct against whiirh openM from boaeath,- 

Jn&t o>r tlie blissful seat of Paradise, 

A peasag^e doirii to th' Eartb, a pnssagpe wide, 

Wider by far than that of after-tinif s 

Over mount Sion, and though that were larype, 530 

Over the promised land to God »o dear ; 

By which to risit oft those happy tribes, 

On hig'h behests his ang-clf^ to and fro 

PassM frequent, and hiii eye with choice regurd 

From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood, 5«5 

To Rcersabn, where the Holy I^ind 

Borders on Fg-ypt and th' Arabian shore ; 

So wide the opening" seemed, where boands were set 

To darkness, siteh as bound the ocean wave. 

Satan from iu'nre, now on the lower stair 5i0 

That scalM by steps of cfold to Heaven gfate, 

Lioks doM'n with wonder at tiie sudden view 

Of uU this world at once. As when a scout, 

Through dark and drsert wa}S with peril g-one 

All night, at last, by break of cheerful dawn, bio 

Obtiiinsthe brow of some high cUinbiug hill, 

r»Tiich to his eye discovers unaware 

The goodly prospect of some forriif n land 

First seen, or some renowned mctropoiii^ 

Fr'ith g-list'ring spires and pinnacles adorned, 000 

U'bich now the rising sun gilds with his beams : 

R:\ch wonder seizM, tbough after Heaven seen, 

T b** spi'rit malign, but much more envy selz'd, 

Al t.!£rbt of all this world beheld so fair. 

V. iful hi' surveys (and well might, where he stood ' &?•' 

" . i.'L;:h-..l'Jvc the circling canopy 
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Of nights extended shade) from eastern point 

Of Libra to the fleecy star that bean 

Andromeda far ofi' Atlantic seas 

^yond th^ horizon ; then from pole to pole 560 

lie views in breadth, and without longer paose 

Downright into the world's first region throws 

His flight precipitant, and winds with ease 

Through the pure marble air, his ehUqiie way 

Amongst innumerable stars^ that shone 56^ 

Stars distant, but nigh hand seemed, other worlds ; 

Or other worlds they seem'd or happy isles, 

Like those Hesperian gardens fam*d of old, 

Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales, 

I'hrice happy isles, but who dwelt happy there 57U 

He stayM not to enquire : above them all 

The golden sun, in splendour likest Heaven, 

AllurM his eye ; thither his courae he bends 

Through the calm firmameut (but up or down, 

By centre, or eccentric, hard to tell, 570 

Or longitude), where the great luminary 

Aloof the vulgar constellations thick, 

That from his lordly eye keep distance dujP, 

Dispenses light from far ; they, as they move 

Their starry dance, in numbers that compute 580 1 

Days, months, and years, tow'ards his all-cheering lamp 

Turns swift their various motions, or are turuM 

By his magaetic beam, that gently warms 

The univpi-se, and to each inward pjirt 

With gentle penetmlion, though unseen, 585 

Shoots invisible virtue ev'n id the deep; 

So woudrously was set his station bright^- 

I'here lands the fiend, a spot like whic]> porho{>s 

Astronomer in the sun's luccut orb, 
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Thron^^h his g^Iaz'd optic tube, yet never saw. 500 

Tbe place he foand beymid expression bri,^ht, 

CoBfipar'd with ought on earth, metal or stone ; 

Kotall pnrts like, bnt all aiiice infom'd 

With radiant H|»ht, as g-loWing w'on with fire 5 

If metal, part seeitt'd grdld, part silver cteer 5 5J)5 

If stone, carbnncle most or chry»«lit», 

Ruby or topaz, to the tw<»lve that shone 

7n AaroQ^s breast-plate, and a stone besides 

ImagfinM rather oft than elsewlKjre seen, 

That stone, or like to that whidh here below 60ft 

Philosophers in vaiji so longf have songfht, 

In rain, though by their pow'rfol art they bind 

Volatile bennes, and oall up onbonnd 

In various shapes old Proteus from the sea, 

BrainM through a limbec to his native form. 605 

What wonder then if fields and regions here 

Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers ran 

Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 

Th' arch-chemiesuB, so far from us remote, 

Produces, with terrestrial humour mix'd, 610 

Here in the dark so many precious things 

Of coloar glorious, and eff<ect so rare ? 

Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 

rndazzle<t ; far and wide his eye commands ; 

For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade, 615 

B?it all snn-shine, as when his beams at noon 

Culminate from th' equator, as they now 

^hot upward still direct, whence no way rmmd 

Shadow from body' opaque can fall ; and th' air 

No where so clear, sharpened his visual ray 6^20 

To cibjects distant far, whereby he soon 

.Sa\j- within ken a glorious angel stond, 
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The same whom John saw also io the ran : 

His hack waitarn^d, but not hishris^tiiesi hid; 

Of beaming sunny nys a g'olden tiar 68f> 

. Circled his head, nor less his locks behind 

IHnstrious on bis shouiileis fledge with wings 

Lay waring- round ; on some great dMoge employM 

He seemM, or fix^d in cogitation deep. 

Glad was the spi^t impure, as now in )Mfc 630 

To find who might direct his wandering flight 

To paradise, the happy seat of man, 

His journey^s end, and our beginning woe. 

But first he casts to change his pn^r shi^e, 

Which else might work him danger or delay : ($A 

And now a stripling cherub he appears. 

Not of tbe prime, yetauch as in his face 

Youth smiiM celestial, and to every limb 

Suitable giace diffused, so well he fieignM : 

Under a coronet his flow ing hair 64(1 

In curls on either cheek playM ; wings he wore 

Of miuiy a colourM plnme sprinkled with gold ^ 

His habit fit for speed succinct, and held 

Before his decent 8te{iB a silver wand. 

'He drew not nigh unheard ^ the angel bright, 645 

Ere he drew nigh, his radiant visage turnM, 

AdmonishM by his ear, and straight was known 

Jh* arch-angel Uriel, one of the seven 

Who in God's presence, nearest to his throne, 
, Stand ready at command, and are his eyas 65<| 

That run through all the Heavens, or down to th* Earth 

Bear his swift errands over moist and dry, 

O'er sea and land : him Satan thus accosts. 
'' Uriel, for thou of those seven siii'rits that stand 

][n sig'ht of God^s high throne, gloriously bright, ^^ 
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The first art wont his great afutbentic wiJI 

laterpreter through highest Heav'n to brtag*', 

Where all his soiKi thy embassy attend ; 

And here art likeliest by anpivme decree 

Like bononr to obtaiii, and as his eye- 66Q 

To ?isit oil this netv: creation round } 

Unspeakable desire to see, and know 

An these his wendrous works, but chiefly man, 

Flis chief delight and foFOur, him for whom 

AH these his works so wondrous he ordained, QSU 

Ilath brought me from the qaircs of cherabim 

Alone thus wandVing. ^Brightest seraph, tell 

Ifl which of all these shining orbs bath man 

His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none, 

Jtut all these shining orbs his choice to dwell ; 670 

That I may find him, and with secret gaze 

Or open admiration him behold, 

Oq whom the great Creator hath bestowM 

Worlds, and on whom hath all these gracas pourM; 

That both in him and all things, as is meet, 677[» 

The ttntrersal Maker we may praise ; 

Who josdy hath driven out his rebel ioes 

To deepest Hell, and to repair that loss 

Created this new happy race of men 

To serve him better : wise ai*e all his ways.^* CS9 

So spake the false dissembler uaperccivM ; 
For neither man nor angel can discern 
Hypocrisy, the only' evil that walks 
Invisible, except to God alone. 

By his permissive will, through Heaven and Earth : 0d& 

And oft tboBgh wisdom wake, suspicion sleeps 
At wisdom's gate, and to simplicity 
Resigns her charge, while goodaess thinks no ill 
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Where no ill seems ; which bow for once begiuPd 

Uriel, thoug'h regrent of the saK, ami held €90 

The sharpest-sig-hted spriVit of ail la Hea?*B j 

Who to the fraiiduleat impostor foal, 

In his aprigrhtnen, answer thns rt'tura^d. 

<' Fair angfel, thy desire which teads to knaw 
The works of God, thereby to gflorify 
The great Work-master, leads to no exeras 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praise 
*rfae more it seems excess, that led tiiee hither 
From thy empyreal maDsioa thus alone, 
To witness with thine eyes what some perhaps. 
Contented with report, hear only in Heaven 9 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleasant to know, and worthiest to be all 
Had in remembrance always with deligfht ; 
But what created mind can comprehend 
Their number, or the wisdom infinite 
That brougfhtthem forth, but hid their causes 4lee|»? 
I saw* when at his word the funniest mass, 
This world'^s material mould, came to a h4?<np : 
Confusion heard his iroice and wild aproar mi 

Stood mPd, stood vast infinitude «onfi»M; 
Till at his second bidding" darkness fled, 
Light shone, and order from disorder spnii^. 
Swift to their screral quarters hasted thea 
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, oir, fii^} "TITk 

And this ethereal quintessence of Heoren 
Flew upward, spirited with rarions forms, 
That rolled orbicalar, and tnmM to stars 
Numberless, as thou seest, and how they ittov« ; 
Each had his place appointed, each his couIW^j 7^ 

The rest in circuit walls this uniyerse^^ 
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I»ok downward on that globe, whose hither side 

With lig-htfrom hence, though but reflected, shines^ 

That place is Earth, the seat of Man ; that light 

His day, which else, as th^ other hemisphere, 725 

Night would invade ; but there the neighbVing moon 

(So call that opposite fair star) hei- aid 

Timely* interposes, and her monthly round 

Still ending, still renewing, through mid Heaven, 

With borrowM light her countenance triform 730 

Heoce filb and empties to enlighten th^ Earth, 

And in her pale dominion checks the night. 

That spot to which I point is paradise, 

Adam*s abode ; those lofty shades his bower. 

Thy way thou cans^t not miss, me mine requires." 735 

Thus said, he turnM; and Satan, bowing low. 
As to superior spi^rits is wont in Heaven, 
Where honour due and reverence none neglects, 
T(M>k leave, and tow Wd the coast of Earth beneatli, 
Down from th* ecliptic, sped with hopld su<.*cess, , 740 

Throws his steep flight in many an aer}' wheel. 
Nor ;$tay*d, till on Niphates^ top he lights. 
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ARGUMENT, 

Safari, now in prospect of Eden, and nigh the place where he 
must now attempt the bold enterprize which he undertook 
alone against God and man, falls into many doubts Kith 
himself, and many passions, fear, envy, and despair ; but 
at length confirms himself in evil; journeys on to Para^ 
dise, whose outward prospect and situation is described^ 
overleaps the bounds; sits in the sliape of a cormo- 
rant on the, tree qf life, as highest in the garden, to 
look about hifn. The garden described; Satan's first 
sight of Adam and Eve; Ids wonder at their exceU 
lent form and happy state^ but with resolution to work 
their fall; overhears their discourse, thence gathers that 
the tree of knowledge was forbidden them to eat of, under 
penalty of death; and thereon intends to found his temp- 
tation, by seducing tfiem to transgress : then leaves them 
awhile, to know further of their state by some other means. 
Meanwhile Uriel, descending on a sun-beam, warns 
Gabriel, who had in charge the gate of Paradise, that 
some evil spirit had escaped the deep, and passed at noon 
by his sphere, in the shape of a good angel^ down to Par- 
adise, discovered after by his furious gestures in the mount. 
Gabriel promises to find him ere morning. Night coming 
on, Adam and Eve discourse of going to their rest: their 
bower described ; their evening worship, Gabriel, draw- 
ing forth his bands of night-watch to walk the round of 
Paradise, appoints two strong angels to Adam's bower, 
lest the evil spirit should be there doing some hsirm to 
Adam or Ere sleeping; there they find him at the ear of 
Ere, tempting her in a dream, and bring him, though U7i- 
willing, to Gabriel; by whom questioned, he scornfuUy 
finswers ; prepares resistance, hut, hindered by a signf/QUt 
}ieave)i» Jlies out of Paradise. 
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FOR that warnings votee, which he who saw 

Tfa' apocalypse, heard ciy in Heav^o aloud, 

Then when the drag-on, put to second rout. 

Came forions down to he revenged on men, 

Woe to tic inhahitants on earth ! that now, h 

While time was^ our first parents had heen warnM 

The coming' of their secret foe, and^scapM, 

Hap}^ so ^Bcap^d his mortal snare : fo^ now 

Satan, now first inflamed with rage, came down 

The tempter ere th^ accuser of mankind, ^ 10 

To wreak on innocent frail man his loss 

Of that first hattle, and his fiig^ht to Hef 1 : 

Yet not rejoicing in his speeed, though bold 

Far off and fearless, nor with cause to boast, 
L fifg-ins his dire attempt ; which nigh the birth 15 

> Now rolling huils in his tumultuous breast, 

And like a devilish engine back recoils 
I Upon himself; horror and doubt distract 
I His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stir' 
' ' The Hell within him ; for within him Hell iU 

He brings, and round about him, nor from Hell 

One step, no more than from himself can fly 

Cy change of place : now conscience wakes despair 

Thatslunibcr'd 5 wakes the hitter memory 

< >r what he was, what is, and what nmst he 25 

Worse; of worse deeds worse sufiering must ensue. 

Sometimes tow'ards Eden, which now in his view 

i.'iv pieusant, his grievM look he fi!sLes sad 3 
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Sometimes tow*arcb Hear*n and the folUUazing' sun. 

Which now sat higfh in his meridian tower : 30 

Then, much revolTingf, thus in sighs hegan. 

^'0 thou, that wiUi surpassing' glory crownM, 
Look^st from thy sole dominion like the God 
Of this new world j at whose sight all the stars 
tlirle their diminished heads ; to thee I call, 35 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name, 

Sun ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 
lliat hring to my remenbrance from what state 

1 fell, how glorious ouce above thy sphere j 

Till pride and worse ambition threw me down 40 

Warring in Heaven against Heav^n*s matchless King : 

Ah ! wherefore ! he deservM no such return 

From me, whom he created what I was 

III that bright e-ninence, and with his good 

Upbraided none ; nor was bis service hard. 45 

What could be less than to afford him praise, 

Tlie easiest recompense, and pay him thanks, 

How due ! ypt all his good provM ill in me. 

And wrought but malice -, lifted up so high 

I ^sdeiuM subjection, and thought one step higher 50 

Would set me highest, and in a moment quit 

Tlie de])t immense of endless gratitude, 

S.-^ burdensome still paying, still to owe ; 

Forgetful what from bim I still received, 

And understood not that a grateful mind 55 

lly owincf owes not, but still pays, at once 

Indebted and dischaig-M ; what burden then ? 

O liad his powVful destiny ordaiuM 

]\!c some inferior angel, I. had stood 

Then hnppy; no unbounded hope had rai^M qq 

Ambition I Yet why not ? some ether power 
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As great migtA hhve aspfr'd, and me, thoug^h vuiKi^ 

Drawn to his part ; hot otber pow^nt as g^reat 

Fell not, but stand unshaken, from within 

()r from without, to all temptations armM^ > 65 

lladst thou the same free will and pow^rto stand? 

ThoQ badst : whom hast thou then or what to* aceust 

But Heav*n*8free lore dealt equally to all ? 

Be then his love aecursM, since lore or hate^ 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 70 

Nay, cursMbe thou ; since s^iust his tby will 

Cbose freely what it now so justly rues. 

Me miserable ! which way shall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite despair? 

\lliich way I fly is Hell 9 myself am llell ; 75 

And in the lowest deep, a lower deep 

Still threaf ningf to devour me opens wide, 

To which the Hell I suffer seems a Heaven. 

0, then, at last relent: in there no place M 

Left for repentance, none for pardon left? 

None left but by submission ; and that word 

Disdain forbids me, and my dread of shame 

Araonif the spiVits beneath, whom I seducM 

With other promises and other vaunts 

Than to submit, boasting* I could subdue 65 

Th* Omniimtent. Ay me ! they little know 

How dearly I abide that boast so vain, 

loder what torments inwardly I groan, 

While they adore me on the throne of Hell. 

With diadem and sceptre high advancM, 90 

The lower still I fall, only supreme 

In misery ; such joy ambition find^. 

Hat say I could repent and eould obtain 

i'X act of grace, my former state : bow noon 
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Would hftiflit recal hi^h thoniffafi, hem fMm mmf 9b 

What feisrn*d sabmiwion iwore ! ««e wovld recant 

Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 

For never can true reconcilement grow, 

Where wounds of deadly hate have pieraedso deep; 

Which would but lead me to a worM relapse 1 Qtt 

And heavier fall : so should I purchase dear 

Short intermission bought with double smait. 

This knows my Puni^her ; thereibre as far 

From g'rantinp he, as 1 from begging peace : 

AH hope excluded thus, behold, in stoad 105 

Of us oqt-cast, exilM, his new delight, 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewcU hope, and with hope farewell fear, 

Farewell remorse ! all ^ood to me is lost ; 

Evil, be thou my good ! by thee at least \XH 

Divided empire with Heav Vs King I holdy 

By thee, and more tfian half perhap* will rei^; 

As man ere long, and tiiis new world^ shall know.*' 

Thus while he spake, each passion dimmM bis face 
Thrioe changM with pale, ire, envy, and despair ; \lb 

Which marrM his borrowM visag-e, and betray*4 
Him counterfeit if any eye beheld: 
For heav'niy minds from such distempers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof he soon aware, 
Each perturbation smoothM with outward calm, ^2U 

Artificer of fraud ; and was (he first 
That practisM fakehood nnder saintly show, 
Deep malice to conceal, coiiehM with revenofe : 
Yet not enough had pmctitiM to deceive 
Uriel once warnM ; whos6 eye pursued him down J^Zb 

The way he went, and on tb' Assyrian mount 
^vf him di&^^sr^f *(lj more than could befai 
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Spirit of hftppj" sort : his gfestures fierce 

He mark'd and mad demeanoar, thtfBaloney 

As he sappos*d, all nnohservM, unseeo^ 130 

No on he fares, and to the border comes 

or Eden, where delicious Plredise, 

Now nearer, crowns witii her indosore gfreen, 

As with a raral mound, the champain head 

Of a steep wilderness, whose hairy sides, 135 

With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild. 

Access denyM ; and over head up grew 

Insuperahle height of lofHcst $hadc, 

Cedftr, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 

A sylvan scene ; and, as the ranks ascend, 140 

Sbade abo^e shade, a woody theatre 

Of stateliest view. Yet higher than their top9 

The verd'roos wall of Paradise up sprung : 

Which to our general si re gave prospect large » 

Into his nether empire neighbVing round. 145 

And higheik- than that wall a circling row 

Of goodliest trees, loaden with fairest fruit, 

Blossoms and irufts at once of golden hue, 

AppearM with gay enameUM colours miK*d ; 

( )n which the sun more glad iropressM his beams 169 

Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, . .* 

H'bcn God hath showV*d the earth; so lovely seemM 

That landscape : and of pure, now purer air 

Meets his approach, and to the heart inspires 

Vrrual delight and joy, able to drive 155 

All sadness but despair : uow gentle gales 

Fanning their otlorifcrons wings, dispense 

N'alive |»erfames, and whisj>*»r whence they stole 

Those balmy spoils. A:* when to thein who sail 

i)*) nnd the ( Vi j)e of Hope, aiul uow are past 160 
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Mozambio, off at sea north-east winds blow 
Sabeaa odours from the apUiy shore 
Of Arabj the blest ^ with such delay 
Well pleas'd they slack, their course, and many a league, 
CheerM with the grateful smell, old Ocean smiles : l€a 

So entertainM those odorous sweets the'&nd) 
Who came their baoe, thoug^h with them better pleasM 
Than Asmodeus with the fishy fume 
That drore him, though eoamoi^r^d, £rom the spoose 
Of Tob it's son, and with a vengeance sent 470 

Froto Media post to Egypt, there fast boand. 
Now to th' ascent of that steep savage hill 
$ataa had journeyM on, pensive and slow; 
But further wi^ found n^ne, so thick eatwia'd. 
As one continued brake, the undergrowth -175 

Of shrubs and tangling boshes had perplexM 
All path of mai^ or bea^t that passM that way : 
One gate there only was, and that look'd east . 
On th' other side j which when th* ^rch-felon s^w^ 
Due entrance he disdainM, and, in contempt, -iSO 

At one slight bound high overle|(p'4 all bound 
Of hill or highest wall J and sheer within . . 
liights on h^ feet. As when a prowling wolf, 
Whom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey, 
Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve, 1S[> 

In hurdled cotes amid the field secure, 
Leaps o'er the fence with ease iqtothe fold: 
Or as a thief bent to unhnard the cash 
Of some rich burgher, whose substfmtial doom, 
Cross-barrM and bolted fast, fear no assault, 1 9^ 

In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles; 
So clomb this first grand thief into God's fold ; 
So since into his church lewd hirelings climb. 



Theaee Up hie flCir, iwd on Hie tiee of life, 

iTKe middle tree sad Ugheit there that sprew^ IW 

^ like a eornKmait; yet not triie life 

Ttkerahf regain^dy bat lat deviiiii|^ death 

To them who liv^d ; nor oa the Tiitae thought 

Of tfaiat life.gtviB|rplaBt, bat oaly i»M 

For pvnapeet, what, well asM had been the pledge 400 

Of immortality/So little kaowft 

Aay, bat God ami^to Talae right 

The good before him, bitt perveiti beit things 

To wont abase, or to their meanest me. 

Beneath him with new wonder now he viewt, 206 

To aU delight of hnman sense exposed, 

la oarrow room nature's whole wedllh, jea more, 

A heav'n on £arth: for blissliil Pttradise 

Of God the gaiden Was, by him in th* east 

Of Eden planted; Bden stretched ber line 210 

From Anian eastward to the royal towers 

Of great S^lencia, bnilt by Qrecian kings, 

Or where the sons of Eden long before 

Dwelt in Telassar; in this pleamnt soil 

Ob far more pleasant garden God ordainM ; 215 

Out of the fertile ground he caused to grow' 
' AU trees of noblest kind for sight, smell, taste ; 
I And all amid them stood die tree of Ufe« 

High, eminent, blooming ambrosial fniit 

Of Tt^getable gold ; and next to Kfe, 220 

Our death, the tree of knowledge, gfrew fast by, 

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill« 

Southward through Eden went a river large, 

Nor changM his coune, but through the shaggy hill 

PttiM andemeoth ingulTd ; for God had thrown 225 

t That mouBteia as his garden mould high rais'd 
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Upon tlie rapid cnncDty whiiDh tihroiigji. veins 
Of porous earth, with kmdly. thirst i^p drawDy 
- Rose afresh fountain, and with Qiany a rill 
WaterM the garden ; tbeace umted fell- 230 

Down the steep g^lade, aad mot the nether floody 
Which from his darksome passage now appears^ 
And now, divided into four amm straam^, 
Runs diverse, wandVing many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here neecb noaceountf 235 

^But rather to tell how, if Art could tell, 
How from that sapphire fount the crisped hcoolts^ 
Rolling on orientpearlaodsandsofgoldy 
With mazy error under peiulaat shades 
Ran nectar, visiting each plant, and fed 24U 

Flowers worthy^ of Ptoadise, which not naoe Art 
In beds and curious knots, bat Nature boon 
PonrM forth profuse on hi 11, and dale, and pkun^ 
Both where the morning sun first waiwly nmoCe 
The open field, an4 where the unpiercM j»hade 24> 

ImbrownM the noon-tide bowers : thus was this place 
A happy rural seat of various view ; 
Groves whose rich trees we4>t odorous gums and balm. 
Others whose fruit, hiirniffhM with golden rind, 
Hung amiable, Hesperiaa fables true, 250 

If true, here only\ and of delicious taste : 
Betwixt them lawns, or level downs^ and fiocks 
Grazing the tender herb, were interposal, 
Or palmy hillock ; or the flowery lap 

Of some irriguous valley spread ht?r store, 25c> 

Flow*rs of all hue, and withoutthorn the rose : 
Another side, umbrageous grots and caves 
Of cool recess, oW which th^ mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
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Loxnriant; measiHitte aMrn'riair mten M 

Dofwn the dope hills, diapenM, or- in a lake, 

That to the fringed bank with myrtle crawn'd 

Her eiystal mirror holdi, udte their itEaama. 

The binla their quire WfffAj ; ain, Tanial ain, 

Breathing' the smell of field aod §fro?e, attoae 

The trembling leaves, while nnivenalPtai 

Knit with the Omoes and the Hours, in dance 

led on th* etenal spring*^Not that £sir field 

Of Enna, where Proseipme gathering flowen, 

Herself a fairer fiowV, by gloomy Dis 270 

Was gathered, which eost Ceres all that pain 

To seek her through the world; nor that sweet gnre 

Of Dai^ne by Oroates, and th* inspirM 

Csstalian spring, might with this Faradbe 

Of Eden strive ; nor that Nyseian isle, S7^ 

Girt with the rirer Triton, where ofd Cham, 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Lyblan Jare, 

Hid Amaitbea and her fiorid son 

Young Bacchus, from hi* step-^lame Rhea*s eye ^ 

Vor where Abassin kings their issue guard, S80 

Moant Amani, though this by some supposed 

Tnie Paiadise, under the Ethiop line 

By NilaVhead, enclosM with shining rock, 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote ' 

From this Assyrian garden, where the fiend 285 

Saw uttdeHghted all delight, ail kind 

Of Uring creatures, new tn sight, and strange. 

Two nf far nobler shape, erect and tall, 

Godlike erect, with native honour clad^ 

1 n naked majes^ seemed lords of all j 900 

And worthy seemMj for in their looks divine 

The imae-e of theic glorioqa Maker shone, 
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Troth, wisdom, mietitmte aev«re and pure* 

(Severe, but in tnie filial freedom placed) 

Whence true authority in men*, thoug^h both 295 

Not equal, as their sex not equal seemM; 

For contemplation he and valour formed, 

Fo? softness she and sweet attractive g-race, 

He for God only, she for God in him. 

His fair larg^e frOnf and eye sublime declar*d' 300 

Absolute rule ; andh3racinthine locks 

Round from his ported forelock manly hung 

Clustering, but not beneath his shoulders broad: 

She, as a veil, down to the slender waist 

Her nnndomed golden tresses wore 305 

Disheveird, but in wanton ringlets wavM 

As the vine curls her'tendrils, which imply'd 

Subjection, but requir'd with gentle sway, > 

And by her yielded, hy Inm best receivM, 

Yielded with coy submission, modest prtdc, 310 

And sweet, reluctant, amorons delay. 

Nor those m3r8terfons parts were then concealM ; 

H^'en was not guilty shame, dishonest shame 

Of nature^s works, honour dishonourable : 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 

With shows instead, mere shows of seeming purr, 

And banishM from man*s life Ins happiest life, 

Simplicity and spotless innocence ! 

So passM they naked on, nor shunnM the sight 

Of God or angel, for they thought ho ill : 320 

So hand in hand they pass'*d, the loveliest pair 

That CTer since in lovc"*s embraces met ; 

Adam the goodliest man of men since born 

His sons ; the fairest of her dangliters Eve. 

Under a t(ift of shade that on a green 325 
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Stood whisp^riag Mit, by a fresh fountain side 

Thej sat them down : and, aftcir no more toU 

Of their sweet gardening labour than suffi,c*4 

To recommend go<4 sepbyxyjand made ease 

More^ easy, wholesome thirst and appetite .33Q 

More grateful, to their supper fruits they fell, 

Nectarine fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, side-long a»tbey sat recline 

On die soft downy bank damaskM with flowers^^ 

The savoury palp they chew, and in the rind, 33^ 

Still as they thirrted, scoop the brimming i|treain3 

Nor gentle purpose, nor ende^ing smiles 

JVsDted, nor youthful dalliance, as beseem^ 

Fair couple, linkM in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as they. A^bout them frisking playM .340 

All beasts of th' earth, ,sii;ice lyi.ld, and j9f all chase^ 

In wood or wilderness, forest ojr den; 

Sporting the lion j^mpM, and in his pa^ 

Dandled the kid; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

Gambord before them ; i}^^ unwieldy elephant, 345 

To make them mirth, iisM all his might, and wreathed 

His lithe proboscis 3 ^lo^e the serpent sly, 

Insinuating, wore ijrith Gordian twine 

His braded train, and of his fatal guile 

Gare proof unheeded ; others on the grays 350 

CouchM, and, now filled with pasture, gazing sat, 

Orbedward ruminating; for the sun 

jDeclinM was halting now with prone career 

To th^ ocean isles, and in the ascending scale 

Of Heav*n the stars that usher evening rose : 3QS> 

When Satan, still in gaze as first he stood, 

Scarcp thus at length failM speech recover'd sad% 
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<< O Hell ! what do mine ey«s^^ith grief behold ! 
Into our room of blisg thus high advancM 
Creatnrei of other mould, earth-born pexhaps, 360 

Not fpirilty yet (o heavenly spirits brig^ht 
Litde inferior j whom wj thoughts pursue 
With wonder, and conid lore, so lively shines 
Id them divine r^mblance, and such grrace 
The handdwtfoimM them on their shape hathpourM. 965 
Ah| ifeotle pair ! ye litde think how nigh 
Yonr flfam^ appronehes, wVlen all these delig^htf 
Will vanishy and deliver ye to woe ; 
Kore woe, the more yonr taste is now of joy ; 
Uappy, bat for so happy fll semirM 379 

liOns^to eontimie, ^nd this high seat yonr Heaven 
HI ifencM for Heav*n to keep out such a foe 
As now is enterM ; yet no purposed foe 
To yoa, whom I coold pity thus forlorn, 
Though I vnpitied : league with you I seek^ S72> 

And mntoal ^ity, so strait, so close, 
That I with you must dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth ^ my dwelling haply may not ple^, 
like this fair Paradise, your sense ; yet such 
Aooept yonr Makei^s work; he gave it me, flS^ 

Which I as freely give ; Hell shall unfold. 
To entertain you two, her widest gates, 
And send forth all her kings ; there will be rooni, 
Not like these yarrow limits to receive 
Your nqmerous offspring ; if no better place, 385 

Thank him who puts me loth to this revenge 
On you who wrong me not, for him who wrongM. 
And should I at your harmless innocence 
. Melt, as I do, yet public reason just, 
Boaour and empira with I'evenge enlaig*4i 9M 
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Bjr eonqn^riflg this new world, coippelfl me now 
To do what else, thoogl^ dajnn'd, I should abhor.** 

So 8p«ke the ^end, and with necessity, 
The tynuifs ple.a, excused his devilish deeds. 
Then from his lofty stand on that high tree 39& 

Down he alights among the sportful herd 
Of those four-footed kinds, himself now one, 
Now other, as their shape servM best his end 
Nearer lo view his prey, and unespyM 

• 

To mark what of their state he n|ore might learn 4^0 

By word or action markM ; al^out them round 

A lion now he stalks with fiery glare ; 

Then as a tiger, who by phance hath spyM 

Id some purlieu tyro gentle fawns at play, 

Straight couches close, then, rising, changes oft 405 

Hift couchant watch, as one who chose his ground. 

Whence nishing he might surest $eize them both, 

GripM in each p^W : when Adam, i^rst of men, 

To first of women, Eve, thus moving speech, 

ToraM him, ap ear to hear new utterance flow, f 410 

" Sole partner, and sole part, of all these joys, 

|>earer thyself than al| ; needs must the Power 

That made us, ai|d for us this ample world. 

Be infinitely good, fmd of his good 

As liberal and free as infinite j 41% 

That raised us from the dust, and placM as here 

Infdl this happiness, who at his hand 

Have nothiog merited, nor can perform 

Ought whereof he hath need ; ^e who require* 

From us no other service than to keep 490 

This one, this easy chaige, of all the trees 

In Paradise that bear delicious fruit 

fh various, not to tftite that only tree 

10* 
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Of knowlcdlfC, pTtnted1>y th« <iee of life; 

80 new ^rows death to Itfe, whate'er death is, 4SI^ 

Some dnadAd thing' no doubt; fbr will fhoa knowVt 

God haifa pfononneM it death to taste that ti«e, 

!fbe onlj sign of ov obedience lefl 

Anong' so anaay signs of pow'r and inle' 

ConferrM upon ns, and dominion given 491| 

Orer all other creatures fhat possess 

Earth, air, and sea. Then let us not ^ink hard, 

One easj proliibition, who enjoy 

Free leave so lai^e to all things else, and choice 

Unlimited of manifold delig)|ts: 4$^ 

But let us ever pjOBoae him, and extol 

His bounty, foUoyring pur delightful t^k, 

To prune ^ese growing plants, and tend these floweif| 

Which were it toilsome, yet with thee were sweet.^* 

To whom thus Ere replyM. ^ O t^ou for whom 4^ 

And from whom I was formM, flesh of thy flesh, 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 
And head, wh&t thou hast said is just and right. 
For we to him indeed all praises owe. 
And daily flianks ; I diiefly, who enjoy 4i5 

80 far the happier lot, eojojriog 4iee 
l^-eminent ^ so nmeh odds, while thoo 
Like consort to thyself caast nowhere And. 
That day I oft remember, w^en from tleep 
I first awakM and found myself repoaM 45lQ 

Under a shade on flowTrs^.much wondering irhere 
And what I was, w|mnoe thither brought, and how. 
9m distant far from dience a munnVing sound 
Of waters issued from a cave, and spread 
Into a liquid plain, then stood unmovM ^ 

Viaxt as th* expame of I^av^n ; I thHher nfeat 



y* 
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Wi& imezperieiicM dioaj^hty moA laid raed<mi| 

On die gfreen bank, to lootk into the dear 

Smoo^ lake, that to me leeiiil^d another skjv 

Ai I bent Aavm to look, jiut opposite 460 

A diape wi&in tiie watery g»leain appeai^^ 

Bending to look on me: I started back. 

It started back ; bift pleasM I soon returned, 

PleasM it retamM as soqn with ansvr*ring looks 

Of sympathy and lo?e; there I had ibcM 4Q6 

Mine eyes till now, i^nd pinM with vain desire, 

l&sA not a yoice thus warned me. * What thou seest. 

What theire thou seest, fair creature, is thyself]} 

WtSti thee it canie and goes ; but follow me. 

And I will bring thee where no shadow stays 470 

!lliy coming, and thy sofi embntces, he 

Whose image thou aj[t ; him thou sfaalt enjoy 

Inseparably thine, to him shalt bear 

Maltitifdes Uke thyself, and thence be callM 

Mother of biman race.' What couid I do, 475 

But follow straight, invisibly thus led \ 

Tin I espy*d thee, fair indeed and tall. 

Under a platane ; yet methooght less fair, 

Less winning soft, less amiably mild, 

Than that smooth watTiy image : back I ttiniM ; 490 

T)kon following cry*dst aloud, ' BetQiA, fair Ere, 

Whom fly*8t tbiou? whom tfaoti fly'st, of him tliou (|it. 

His flesh, his bone ; to ^ive thee beting I lent 

Out of my side f o thee, nearest my heart, 

Substantial life, to have ^ee by my side 4tt 

Henceforth an individual solace diiar; 

Fart of my soul 1 seek thee, and thee claim 

My other half.* With that thy gentle hand 

Seiz*d mine 3 1 yiidded 5 aad from tliat time «o» 
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How beauty 19 exGeU'4 by manly gnee 490 

And wisdom, which aloae is truly fair/V 

So gpake our general mother, and wnh eye« 
Of conjugal attraction, unre|»oy^d, 
And meek surrendeK, half-embracing' leauM 
On our first father j half her yv^elling breast 495 

Naked met his, under the Rowing gold 
Of her loose trtsses hid : he in delight 
Both of her beauty and submissive charms, 
Smird with superior love, as Jupiter 
On Juno smiles, when he impregns the clouds 50D 

That shed May flowr^^ j and pressM her niatron Ijp 
With kisses pure : aside the Devil tuifnM 
For envy ; yet with jealous leer malign 
EyM them askance, and to himself thus plainM. 

'^ Sight hatef ^l, sight tormenting ! thus these two, 
ImparadisM in one anothef^s furms ^OQ 

The happier Eden, shall enjoy their fill 
Of bliss on bliss ; ^hile'I to Hell am thrurt, 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce desire, 
Amongst our other torments not the least, 610 

Still unfulfiird, with pain of longing pines. 
Yet let me not forget what I have gaii^'4 
From their own moutiiis : all is not theirs, it seems; 
One fatal tree there stands, of knowledge caird, 
Forbidden them to taste : knowledge forbidden ? 515 

Suspicious, reasonless. Why should their Lord 
Envy them that ? can it be sin to know ? 
Can it be death ? and do they only stand 
By ignorance ? is that their happy state, 
The proof of theis obedience and their faith ? 590 

O fair foundation laid wh^eon to build 
Tl^eir ruin ! Denoe I mi\ ^yci^e their mindii 
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With more desire to k^awj and to reject 

£iivioiift co|nraands, invented with desig'B 

To keep thein low whom knowledge might exi^lt 5% 

£qoai with Gods : aspiring to be sneh, 

Tbej taste and die : what likelier can ensue ? 

But first with narrow search 1 must walk round 

This garden, and no comerleave nnspjM ; 

A chance hut chance may lead where 1 may meet 530 

Sonte wandering spi*rit of Heaven by fountain side, 

Or in thick shade retirM, from him to draw 

What iurther would be leamM. ' Live while ye may, 

Yet happy pair j enjoy, till I retun, 

Short pleasures, for long woes arc tosnoeeed.'* SS^ 

So saying, his proud step he scornful tum'd, 
Bift with sly circumspection, and began. 
Through wood, through waste, oVr hill, o^er dale, |iis roam. 
Meanwhile in utmost longitude, wl^re Heaven 
With earth and ocean meets, the setting sun 540 

Slowly descended, and with right aspect 
Against the eastern gate of Paradise 
Levelled his evening rays : it was a rocJK 
Of alabaster, pilM up to the clouds, 

Gon^cuous far, winding with one ascent 545 

Accessible from earthj one entrance high j 
The rest was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Still as it mye, impossible to cliinb. 
Betwixt these rocky pillars Gabriel sal, > 
Chief of th^ angelic guards, awaiting night ; 550 

About him exereisM heroic games 
Th* unaniaed youth of Heav'n, but nigh at hand 
Celestial armoury, shields, helms, and spears, 
Hung high with diamond flauiiitg, and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel, a-liding through the evep filfT^ 
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On a san-beam, swift as a shootiag ilar 

In aatamn thwarts tfieni|phty when vapoun fir*d 

Impress the air^ and shivws the nariaef 

From what point of hii compass to beware 

Impetaons winds : he thus began in bute. .560 

'* Gabriel, to thee thy ooaiae by lot hath girea 
Chaige and strict watch, that to this happy phice 
No evil thiag approach or enter in. 
This day at height of noon came to my sphere 
A spirit, zealous, as he seemM, to know 565 

More of the Almighty's woric, and chiefly mam^ 
God's latest image : I described his way 
£ent all on speed, and marlt'd his aery ga^t; 
Bat in the moant that lies ijrom Eden north, 
Where he first lighted, soon discemM his looks 570 

Alien from Heaven, with passions foul ohscurM: 
Mine eye pursued him still, but under shajde 
Lost sight of him ■• one oi the banish'd crew, 
I fear, hath ventured from the deep, to raise 
New troublai j him thy cafe must be to find.'' 57^ 

To whom the wingied war/ ipr thus return*d^ 
^ Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect sight, 
Amid the sun's bright circle where thou sitt'st, 
See far and wide : in at tbi^ gatie none pass 
The vigilance here plac'd, but such as come 580 

Well known from Hear'n ; and since meridi^hou^ 
No creature thence : if spi'rit of other sort, 
Ho minded, have o'ejr-leap'd these earthy bounds 
Pn purpose, hard thuu know'st it to. exclude 
Spiritual substance with corporeal bar. 585 

But if within the circuit of these walks, 
In whatsoever sh^e he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell'st, by morrow dawning I shall know.'* 
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So promisM ke ; and Uriel t» hit charge 
ReturnM on tbat brigpbt beam, whose point new misM 
Bore him slope downward to the son now falPa d9I 

Beneath th* Azores; whether the prime orb. 
Incredible how swift had thither roll*d 
Dinmal, or this le8»vol&bil eard», 

By shorter fligrht ta tb' east, had left hhn there 595 

Arraying with reflected pnrple* and gold 
Tbe clouds that on his western throne attend. 
Now came still evening- on, and twilight grey 
Had in her sober livery all things clad ; 
Silence accompanied ; for beast and bird, 60# 

They to their grassy conch, these to their nests 
Were slunk, all but die wakefn) nigfatingale ; 
She all night long her amorous descant sung ; 
Silence was pleasM : now glowM the firmament 
With living sapphires ; Hesperus, that led €Qb 

The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon, 
Rising in clouded majesty, at length 
Apparent queen, unveilM her peeriess light, 
And o^er the dark her silver mairtle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve. '^ Fair consort, th* hour 
Of night, and all things now retirM to rest 611 

Mind us of like repose, sinoe God hath set 
Labour and rest^ as day and night, to men 
Snccessi ve ; and the timely dew of sleep, 
Now falling with soft slumberous weight, inclines 015 

Our eye-lids: other creatures all day long 
Rove idle, uncmployM^and less need rest; 
Man hath bis daily work of body' or mind 
Appointed, which declares his dignity. 
And the regard of Heaven on all his ways ; 62% 

Hhile other animab unactire range. 
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And of their doings doA takes no •oeoant. 

To-Morrow, ere fresh morning streMc die east 

With first approach of Hght we mvit be riM% 

And fit onr pleasant labour to reform <% 

Yon flowery arhoura, jonder alleys green, 

Oar walk at noon, with branohes orei^gmwiif 

That mock our scant manuring, and require 

More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth : 

Those blossoms also, and those drapping gmsy 6B0. 

That lie bestrown nnsightly and unsmooth^ 

Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease ; 

Meanwhile, as nature wills, night bids ns rest.^* 

To whom thus Eve, with perfect beanty adorned. 
'^ Mj author and disposer, what Aoo hidst .135 

Unargued I obey ; so God ordains; 
God is thy law, thou mine ; to know no more 
Is woman^s happiest knowledge, and her praise. 
With thee conversing I forget all time ; 
AH seasons and their change, all please alike. 6^# 

Sweet is the breath ofmom^ her rising sweety 
With charm of earliest hirds; pleasant die saiiy 
When first on this delightful land he spreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower. 
Glistering with dew ; fragrantthe fertile earth 6>^ 

After soft showers : and sweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening mild ; then silent night 
With this her solemn hird, and this fair moon. 
And these the gems of Heaven, her stany train : 
But neither breath of mom, when she ascends ^0 

With charm of earliest birds; nor rising sun 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, flower, 
GlisCring with dew ; nor fragrance after showers 3 
Nor grateful evening mild; nor silent night 
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With this her solemn birH, nor walk by moon, 655 

Or glittering star-light, withotit thee is sweet. 

But wherefore all night long shine these ? for whom 

This giorions sight, when sleep hath shut all eyes ?^ 

To whom onr general ancestor reply'd. 
^ Daaghter of God and man, accomplished Ere, $S0 

These faa?e their coarse to finish round the earth 
Bj morrow erening, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Mioisf ring light preporM. they set and rise; 
Lest total daikness should by night regain 665 

Her old possession, and extinguish life 
In nature and all things ; which these soft fires 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat 
Of varitius influence foment and waim, 
Temper or nourish, or in part shed down 670 

Their stellar Tirtue on all kinds thnt grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the sun's more potent ray. 
These then, though nnbeheld in deep of night, 
Shine not in vain ; nor think, though men were none, 675 
That Heav'n would want spectators, God want praise : 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
t'Dseen, both when We wake, and when wc sleep : 
AH these with ceaseless praise his works behold ^ . 

Both day and night : how often from the steep 6^ 

Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celestial voices to the midnight air, 
Sole, or responsive each to other's note, 
Singing their great Creator? oft in bands 
Whi!e they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 685 

With heav'nly toii^h of instrumental sounds 

Vol. r. 11 
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1b fall harmonic number joia'd, their song^ 
l)i?ide the uigfht, and lift our thoughts to Heav'n/^ 

Thni talking, hand in hand alone they paasM 
On to their bliss'ful howV -, it was a place €SO 

Chosen hy the sovVcign Planter^ when be framM 
All things to man^s delightful use ; the roof 
Of thickest covert was inwoven shade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
^f firm and fragrant leaf; on either side 68& 

Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shrub, 
]Penc*d up the verdant wall ; each beauteous flower, 
Iris all hues, rosea, and jessamine, 

Reared high their flourished heads between, and wrought 
Mosaic -y under foot the violet, 7U0 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broider*d the ground, more coloured than with stone 
Of costliest emblem : other creature here, 
Bird, beast, insect, or worm, durst enter none ; 
Such was their awe of man. In shadier bow V 7i& 

More sacred and sequestered, though but feigned, 
Pan or Slyvanus never slept, nor nymph 
Nor faunus haunted. Here, in close recess, 
With flowers, garlands, and sweet-smelling herbs, 
Espoused Eve deck'd first her nuptial bed, 719 

And heavenly quires the hymenseun sung. 
What day the genial angel to our sire 
Brought her in naked beauty more adorn' d. 
More lovely than Pandora, whom the Gods 
EndowM with all their gifts, and O too like 715» 

In sad event, when to th' unwiser son 
Of Japhet, brought by Hermes, she ensnar'd 
Mankind with her fair looks, to be avenq-M 
On him who had stole Jove's authentic tire. 
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Thus, at their shadj lodge ikrrivM, both stood, 720 

Both tnrnM, and «nder open sky ador'd 
The God that made both sky, air, Earth, and Heaven, 
Which they beheld, the nioon'^s^spiendent glot>e, 
And starry pole : '^Thon also mad^st the nigfht, 
Maker omnipotent, and thoa tiie day, 79b 

Which we in our appointed work empioyM, 
Hare fiiiishM, happy in our mutnal help 
And mutual lo?e, the orown of all our bliss 
OrdainM by thee, and this delicioos place . 
For us too large, where thy abundanpcwants 730 

Partakers, and uucropt falls to the ground. 
Bnt thou hast'promisM from us two a race 
To fill the earth, who shall with us extol 
Thy goodness infinite, both when we wake, 
And when we seek, as now, thy gift of sle^.y-- T3& 

This said unanimous, and other rites 
Obserying none, bnt adoration pure 
Which God likes best, into their inmost bower 
Handed they went ; and, eas- d the putting off 
These troublesome dsgnises which we wear, 740 

Straight side by side were laid ; nor turned, I ween, 
Adam from his fair spouse, nor £ve the rites 
Mysterious of connubial love refusM : 
Whatever hypocrites austerely talk 

Of purity, and place, and innoccnee, 745 

Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to some, leaves free to all. 
Our Maker bids increase -, who bids abstain 
But our destroyer, foe to God and man ? 
Hail, wedded love, mysterious law, true source 750 

Of human ofispri og, sole propriety 
In Paradise of all things common else. 
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Bj thee adalf roiui lust was driy^a from meo 

Among the bestial herds to range y by thee, 

Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure, 755 

Relations dear, and all the charities 

Of father, son, and brother, first were known. 

Far be* it that I should write thee sin or blame, 

Or think thee unbefitting holiest place. 

Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets, 760 

Whose bed is undefilM and chaste pruaounc -d, 

Present, or past, as saints and patriarchy usM. 

Here lore his golden shafts employs, here lights 

His constant lamp, and wares his purple wings, 

Reigns here and rereU ', not in the bought smile 765 

Of harlots, loreiess, joyless, unendearM, 

Casual fruitimi j nor in court amours, 

Mix'd dance, orwauton n^ask, orinidioght ball, 

Or serenate, which the starrM lorer sings 

To his proud fair, best quitted with disdaiu. 77o 

These luUM by nightingales, embracing slept, 

And on their naked limbs the flow'ry roof 

Show'rM roses, which tlie mora repairM. Sleep on, 

Blest pair ; and O yet happiest, if ye seek 

No happier state, and know to know no more. 775 

Now had night measured with her shadowy cone 

Half way up hill this rast sublunar rault. 

And from their iroc}' port the cherubim. 

Forth issuing at th' acci|stomM hour, stoo<i| aim'd 

To their night watches in warlike pai-ade, 7S0 

When Gabriel to his next inpow'r thusspak^. 

" Uzziel, half these draw off, and coast the south 
With strictest watch; these other wheel the north ; 
Our circuit meets full west." As fiame they part. 
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear. 785 
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Fn»iii these, two strong' and subtle spi^rits he called 

That near him stood, and gfa?e them thus in chargfe. 

*^ lifaariel and Zephon, with wing-M speed 

Search through this garden, leave unsearch'd no nook ; 

But chiefly where Aose two fair creatures lodge, 790 

Now laid perhaps asleep, secure of harm. 

This evening from the sun's decline arriv'd 

Who tella of some infernal spirit seen 

Hitherwerdhent (who could have thojight?) escapM 

The hars of Hell, on errand bad no doubt : 795 

Such where ye find, seize fast, and hither bring." 

So saying, on he led his radiant files. 

Dazzling the moon ; these to the bow> direct 

In search of whom they sougrht: him there they found 

Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve, 800 

Assaying by his devilish art to reach 

The oi^ns of her fancy', and with them forge 

Illusions as he list; phantasms and dreams ; 

Or if, insph-in^ venom, he might taint 

Th* animal spirits, that from pure blood arise 805 

Like gentle breaths from rivers pm-e, thence raise 

At least distemperM, discontented thoughts, 

Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate desires, 

Blown up with high conceits engendering pride. 

Him thus intent Ithuriel with his spear 810 

TouchM lightly j for no falsehood can endure 

Touch of celestial temper, but returns 

Of force to its own likeness : up he starts 

Bisi^over'd and surprised. As when a spark 

Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 815 

Fit for the tun some magazine to store 

Against a rnmouf d war, the smutty grain 

With sudden blaze diffnsM, inflames the air: 

11* 
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So started up in bif oiTB iluipe tl^ fiend. 

Beck step tbose two feir aa§reh, half amai'd 620 

80 sudden to behold the g>nsljkin^; 

Yet thitt, nnmoTM with fefo, accoet bin aoon^;i' 

^ Which of tbooe rebel tpf rits adJKd^M to Hell 
Coni*st thon, escapM thy prison ? and, tia&sfona^d, 
Why saf St thou like an enemy in wait, 82» 

Here watching: at the head of these thatsleep ?^* 

** Know ye not Aen,'' said Satan, fiird witbMOrti, 
*^ Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For yon, theie sitting where ye durst not soar : 
Not to know me ai^es youselves naknown, 8d0 

The lowest of your throng ; or, if ye know. 
Why aric ye, and saperflnous begin 
Your message, like toend as mnch in vain V* 

To whom thus Zephon, answering scorn with soom. 
" Think not, revolted spirit, thy shape the same, 8315 

Or undiminishM brightness, to be known 
As when thou stood^st in Heaven upright and pure ^ 
That gloiy then, when thon no more wast good, 
Departed from thee*j and thou resemblest now 
Thy sin and place of doom, obscure and foul. 840 

But come, for thou, be sure, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose chaige is to keep 
Tlus place inviolable, and these from harm/* 

So spake the oheiub ; and his grave rebuke, 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845 

Invincible ; abashed the devil stood, 
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue* in her shape how lovely j saw, and pin'd 
His loss J but chiefly to find here observM 
His lustre visibly impairM^ yet seemM 850 

Ihidannted. ^ If I man coatendy" said he, 
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" Bett with tb« hest, the sender, not the sent, 

Or ail at once ; more glory viU be won, 

Or lesB l»e lost" << Thj fear^'* said Zephon bold, 

** Win Bare us trial what the least can do 8&& 

Siagle agfainst thee wicked, and thence weak.^^ 

The fiend repljr'd not, orercome with rage ; 
But like a proad steed rein'd, ^en^ haug-hty on, 
Champing his iron curb : to strive or fly 
tie held it vain ; awe fromabofe had qitellM 869 

His he«t, not ebe dismajM. Now drew they nigh 
The western point, where those hulf-ronnding guards 
Just met, and closing stood in squadron join'd, 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chiefs 
Gahriel, from die front thns cnird aloud. 665 

** O friends ! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way, and now by glhnpse discern 
Ithnriel and Zephon through the shade ; 
And wiA them corned a third of regal port, 
Bntfaded splendor wan ; who, by his gait S70 

And fierce demeanour, stems the prince of Hell, 
Not iikeiy to part hence without contest j 
Stand finn, for in his look defiaa«je lours/* 

He scarce had ended, when those two approachM, 
And brief related whom they brought, where found, 975; 

How busied, in what form and posture couchM. 

To whom with stern regard thus Gabriel spake. 
" Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds prescribed 
Tothy transgressions, and disturVd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress SBO 

By thy example, but hare pow'r and right 
To question iSiy bold entiance on this place ; 
EmployM, it seeins, to violate sleep, and those 
Whose dwelling God bath planted here in bliss :" 
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So started iq> in bif oirniluipe tl^ fiend. 

Back ftep thosa two fair aagfels, half amaaM B20 

So sudden to behold the g>rislj king ; 

Yet thns, onmoT'd with feai^ accost him aoon^^ 

«< Which of tboM rebel spiVits adjiid^M to Hell 
Com^st thou, escapM thy prison? and, trantform^d} 
Why sat'st thou like an enemy in wait, 82& 

Here watching at the head of these thatsleep?^* 

*< Know ye not then,'' said SaUn, fiird witbMorli, 
*^ Know ye not me? ye knew me once no male 
For you, theie sitting where ye durst not soar : 
Not to know me argues youselres unknown, 8to 

The lowest of your throng ; or, if ye know. 
Why aric ye, and superfluous begin 
Your message, like to end as much in vain ?'' 

To whom thus Zephon, answViag scorn with toorn. 
" Think not, rerolted spi'rit, thy shape the same, 835 

Or undimioishM brightness, to be known 
As when thou stood^st in Heav'n upright and pure ^ 
That gloiy then, when thou no more wast gtiod, 
Departed fromthee'j and thou resemblest now 
Thy sin and place of doom, obscure and foul. 840 

But come, for tbou, be sure, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose chaige is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these from harm/' 

So spake the oheiub ^ and his grave rebuke, 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 815 

Invincible •, abashed the devil stood, 
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue' in her shape how lovely j saw, and pin'd 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here observ'd 
His lustre visibly impair'd ^ yet seem'd 850 

ITbdauntpd. ^ If I mnA contend," said he, 
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^* Beit with tb« hesty the seader, not the aent, 

Or all at once ; more glory viil be wen, 

Or leas bo lost*' <' Thj fear^'' said Zephon bo Id, 

^ Win gare us trial what the least can do 8&^ 

Stable against thee wicked, and thence weak/* 

The fiend repj j*d not, overcome with rage ; 
Bat like a proad steed reined, wen^ haughty on, 
Champing his iionenrb : to strive or fly 
He held it rain ; awe fromabore had quellM 869 

His heart, not ebe diunayM. Now drew they nigh 
The western point, where those hulf-ronndiog guai-ds 
Just met, and closing stood in squadron join'd, 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chiefs 
Gabriel, from ike front thos caU'd alnud. 665 

** O ijriends ! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpse discern 
Ithmiel and Zephon through the shade ; 
And wiA them corned a third of regal port. 
But faded splendor wan ; who, by his gait 870 

And fierce demeanour, sterna the prince of Hell, 
Not Hkeiy to part hence without contest j 
Stand firm, for in his look defiancte lours.'* 

He scarce had ended, when those two approached, 
And brief related whom they brought, where found, 97b 

How busied, in what form and posture couch*d. 

To whom with stern regard thus Gabriel spake. 
'^ Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds prescribed 
To thy transgressions, and disturVd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress SBO 

By itij example, but have pow*r and right 
To question diy bold entrance on this place ; 
£raploy*d, it seems, to violate sleep, and those 
Whose dwelling God bath planted here in bHss.:" 
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So started 1:9 in hit own shape tl^i&end. 

Back step those two fair aa§feb, half amaa'd ^20 

So sudden to heboid the g^risly king \ 

Yet thus, odbiotM with iefo^ accost him aoouwyi' 

«« Which of thoae rebel spi'rits adjndff'd to Hell 
Com^st thou, escapM thy prison? and, transf((inn^d} 
Why saf St thou like an enemy in wait, 82& 

Here watching at the head of these thatslecp?^* 

** Know ye not then,^^ said Satan, fiird with Morli, 
*^ Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there sitting where ye durst not soar ; 
Not to know me aigues yourselves unknown, $dO 

The lowest of your throng ; or, if ye know. 
Why aric ye, and superfluous begin 
Your message, like toend as much in vain ?" 

To whom thus Zephon, answering scorn with scorn. 
" Think not, revolted spi'rit, thy i^ape the same, 835 

Or undimioishM brightness, to be known 
As when tbon stood*st in Heaven upright and pure ^ 
That gloiy then, when thou no more wast good. 
Departed from thee*^ and thou resemblest now 
Thy sin and place of doom, obscure and foul. 840 

But come, for tbou, be sure, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose chaige is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these from hann.^* 

So spake the cheiub ^ and his grave rebuke. 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 815 

Invincible ', abashed the devil stood, 
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue* in her shape how lovely j saw, and pin'd 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here observed 
His lustre visibly impairM^ yet seemM 850 

ITbdaonted. ^ If I mnft contend," said he, 
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^* Beit with the best, the seiuler, not the seat, 

Or all at once ; more glory vill be won, 

Or lew be lost.'* <' Thy fear^'* said Zephon bold, 

^ Will gare us trial what the least can do ^ 

Siagle agaiofit thee wicked, and thence weak/* 

Hie fiend repjy'd not, overconie with rage ; 
Bat like a proad steed rein'd, wen^ haughty on, 
Cfaanping his ironearb: to strire or fly 
Be held it vain ; awe fromabofe had qitellM 869 

His heart, not else disinayM. Now drew they nigh 
The western point, where those half-ranndiDg guards 
Just met, and closing stood in squadron join'd, 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chiefs 
Gabriel, from &e front thus cnird aloud. 665 

*^ O ijrieiids ! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpse discern 
Ithmiel and 2ephon through ^e shade ; 
And with them corned a third of regal port, 
Bntfaded splendor wan ; who, by his gait 870 

And fierce demeanour, 9«eu^ the prince of Hell, 
Not likeiy to part hence without contest j 
Stand firm, for in his look defian«je loni-s.'* 

He scarce had ended, when those two approachM, 
And brief i^hited whom they brought, where found, 875! 

How bosied, in what form and posture couchM. 

To whom with stem regard thus Gabriel spake. 
'^ Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds prescribed 
To thy transgressionsy and disturbM the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress ^80 

By Ay example, but have pow*r and right 
To question thy bold entrance on this^ place ; 
EmpioyM^ it seeins, to violate sleep, and those 
Whose dwelling €k)d bath planted here in bHss.:" 
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So started 19 in hit oitb shape tl^ fiend. 

Back step those two fair aagfels, half amaaM B20 

So sudden to heboid the g>rislj king \ 

Yet thus, onmoT'd with fefur^ accost him aooB^ 

«« Which of thoae rebel spiVits adjad^M to Hell 
Com^st thou, escapM tbj prison? and, trattsf((irai^d} 
Why saf St thou like an enemy in wait, 825 

Here watching at the head of these thatsleep?'* 

** Know ye not then,'^ said Satan, fiird withstorli, 
^ Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no male 
For you, there sitting where ye dorst not soar ; 
Not to know me aigues yoniselves unknown, 8to 

The lowest of your throng ; or, if ye know, 
Why aric ye, and superfluoos begin 
Your message, like toend as much in vain ?^' 

To whom thus Zephon, answViag scorn with scorn. 
" Think not, revolted spi'rit, thy i^ape the same, 835 

Or undiminishM brightness, to be known 
As when thou stood^st in Heaven upright and pore ^ 
That gloiy then, when thou no more wast good, 
Departed fromthee^j and thou resemblest now 
Thy sin and place of doom, obscure and foul. 840 

But come, fortbou, be sore, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose chaige is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these from harm.'^ 

So spake the cherub *, and his grave rebuke, 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845 

Invincible ; abashed the devil stood, 
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue* in her shape how lovely j saw, and pinM 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here observM 
His lustre visibly impaired j yet seemed 850 

Viidaunted. ^ If I mnA contend," said he, 
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^'BeitwitbtlMi liest, the sender, notthe aeiift. 

Or all at once ; more glory viil be wen, 

Or letg be lost." << Thj fear„'' said Zephon bold, 

'^ Win sare us trial wkat the least can do ^ 

Siag-le against thee wicked, and thence weak.^^ 

The fiend replj'd not, overcome with rage ; 
Bat like a proud steed rein'd, wen^ haughty on, 
Cfaanping his ironenrb : to stride or iy 
Be held it rain ; awe fromabore had queilM 869 

His heart, not else disanayM. Now drew they nigh 
The western point, where those hulf-roundiDg guards 
Just met, and vlosiog stood in squadron join'd, 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chiefs 
Gabriel, from &e front thos caird alnud. 865 

^< O friends ! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpse discern 
Ithariel and Zephon through the shade ; 
And wift them eome^ a third of regal port, 
But faded splendor wan ; who, by his gait 870 

And fierce demeanour, seern^ the prince of Hell, 
Not Hkeiy to part hence without contest j 
Stand firm, for in his look defian«je lours.'* 

He scarce had ended, when those two approachM, 
And brief related whom they brought, where found, 975 

How busied, in what form and posture couchM. 

To whom with stern regard thus Gabriel spake. 
'^ Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds prescribed 
To thy transgressions, and disturbM the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress SBO 

By Ay example, but have pow> and right 
To question iSiy bold entrance on this, place } 
EmployMy it seeins, to violate deep, and those 
Whose dwelling God bath planted here in bHss ?" 



118 PAIIADISB LOST. Book IV. 



So started up in bif own shape tli^ fiend. 

Back step those two fair angels, half amasM B30 

So sudden to behold the gndj king; 

Yet thns, onmoTM with fefur^ accost him aooBn^ 

«< Which of tboM rebel tpiVtts adjndgM to Hell 
Com'st thou, escapM thy prison? and, transform'd} 
Why saf St thou like an enemy in wait, 825 

Here watching' at the head of these that sleep?'' 

H Know ye not then,'' said Satan, fill'd withseorii, 
<^ Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there sitting where ye durst not soar : 
Not to know me argues yonrselFes unknown, $dO 

The lowest of your throng ; or, if ye know. 
Why aric ye, and superfluous begin 
Tour message, like toead as much in vain ?" 

To whom thus Zephon, answ'riog scorn with scorn. 
" Think not, rerolted spi'rit, thy i^ape the same, 8315 

Or undlminish'd brightness, to be known 
As when thou stood'st in Heav'n upright and pure ^ 
That gloiy then, when thou no more wast good, 
Departed from thee'^ and thou resemblest now 
Thy sin and place of docmi, obscure and foul. 840 

But come, for thou, be sure, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose chaige is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these from harm.'^ 

So spake the cherub ^ and bis grave rebuke, 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 815 

Invincible ; abashed the devil stood, 
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue' in her shape how lovely ^ saw, and pin'd 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here obterv'd 
His lustre visibly impair'd^ yet seem'd 850 

ITbdaunted. ^ If I mnA contendy" said he, 
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^' Best with tb« best, the sender, not the sent, 

Or all at once ; more glory will be won, 

Or leas be lost.*^ " Thy fear/* said Zephoa bold, 

" Win sare us trial vrhat the least can do ^ 

Siag-le against thee wicked, and thence weak.'* 

The fiend re|dy'd not, orercome with rage ; 
But like a proad steed reined, wen^ haughty on, 
Champing his iron curb : to strire or fly 
He held it vain ; awe fromabofe had quellM 86t 

His heart, not else dismayM. Now drew they nigh 
The western point, where those hulf-roundiog guards 
Jiistmet,and closing stood in squadron joinM, 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chiefs 
Gabriel, from the front thus cnird aloud. 666 

^ O iriends ! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpse discern 
Ithnriel and Zephon through the shade ; 
And wiA them eomes athird of regal port, 
Bntfaded splendor wan ^ who, by his gait 870 

And fierce demeanour, seems the prince of Hell, 
Not likely to part hence without contest ; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lout's/* 

He scarce had ended, when those two approachM, 
And brief rehited whom they brought, where found, 87^ 

How busied, in what form and posture couchM. 

To whom with stern regard thus Gabriel spake. 
*' Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds prescribed 
To thy transgressions, and disturVdthe charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress S60 

By Ay example, but have powV and right 
To question diy bold entrance on thia place j 
ErapIoyM, it seems, to violate sleep, and those 
Whose dwelling God hath planted here in bHn :" 
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» 

To whom thus Satan wifli contemptuous hnnr. 885 

" Gabriel, thou hadst in Heav'n th' esteem of wise, 
And such I lield thee ; hut this question ask'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain? 
Who would not, finding way, break loose from Hell, 
Thongh thither doomM? Thou wou1d*stthyse1f, no donht,890 
And boldly venture to whatever place 
Farthest from pain, where thou migfht^st hope to change 
Torment with ease, and soonest recompense 
Dole with delight, which in this place I soughl; 
To thee no reason, who know^st only good, 895 

But evil hast not tryM : and wilt ohject 
His will who bounds us ? let him surer bar 
His iron gates, if he intends our stay 
In that dark durance : thus much what was askM. 
The rest is true, they found me where they say 5 900 

But that implies not violence or harm.** 
Thus he in scorn. The warlike angel moy'd, 
Disdainfully half smiling, thus reply*d. 
<< O loss of one inHeav*n to judge of wise, 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, 005 

And now returns him from his prison ^scap^d, 
Gravely in douht whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask what holdness brought him hither, 
UnlicensM, from his hounds in Hell prescrib'd; 
So wise he judges it to fly from pain 910 

However, and to *scape his punishment! 
So judge thou still, presumptuous ! till the wrath 
IVIiich thou incnnr'st by flying, meet thy flight 
Sev*nfold, and scourge that wisdom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no bettef, that n« pain 915 

Can equal anger infinite provok'd. 
But wherefore thou alone ? whei^fore with thee 
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Less pain, less to be fled ? or thou &an they 

Less hardy to endure ? courageous chief ! , • . 920 

The first in flight from paiu ! hadst thou aUe^pM 

To thy deserted host this cause of flight 

Thfm surely Iwidst not come sole fugUi ve."" 

To which the fiend thus anBwerM,'frowiiing stem. 
^' Not that I less endure, or shrink from pain, 1^ 

insulting' angel 1 well thou know'st I stood 
Illy fiercest wken in battle to thy aid 
The blasting volUed thunder made all speedi 
And seconded thy elfe not dreaded spear. 
Bi^ still thy wwds at random, as before, 630 

Argue tby inexperience what beboires, 
Froipa hard assayjB imd ill successes past 
A faithful leader, not to Iiazard all 
Through ways of danger by himself untiyM.* 
I therefore, I aloue,. first undertook Sd5, 

To wing the desolate Abyss, and spy 
rbis new created wor|d, whereof in Hell 
jPame is not silent, here i9 fc^pe to fi^d 
Better abode, ai^d my afiUeted powers 
To settle hereon eavth, or in mid air ^ . 840 

Though for possessiPA put to try once morje 
If hat thou and thy g9y legions Haie against ; 
Whose easier buiijiess were to serve their Iiord 
High up in Heaven, with songs to hymn his throne, 
And practisM distances to cringe, not fight.'' 6^ 

To whom the .wariior angel soon reply'd. 
^* Tp say and sb-aight unsay, pretending first 
Wise to fly pain, professing neiLt the spy, 
Aignes no leader but a liar traced, 
Satan, and coul<^'st tbou faithful add ? O nam^ . ^ 
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O sacred name of faithAiliirfs prirfaii>*d! 

Faithful to whom ? to thy KbeUinas crew ? 

Army of fiends, fit body to fit head. 

Was this your discipline and faith engag'M, 

Your military obedienoe, to dissolve 065 

Alleg>iance to the aolmowledg^d Power supreme ? 

And thou, sly hypocrite, who now wouldst seem 

Patron of liberty, who more than thou 

Once fawned, and cringM, and servilely adorM 

Heav'n's awful Monarch ? wherefore, but in hope 9IMI 

To dispossess him, and tbytelf to reign? 

But mark what I arreed thee now — Avaunt ; - 

Fly thither whence thou fledst: if from this hoar 

Within these hallowM limiti thou appear, 

Back to th' infernal pit I dragf thee chainM tMS5 

And seal thee so, as henceforth not to seom 

The facile gates of Hell too sligrhtly barrM.*' 

So threatened he ; but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, but| waxing* more in ri^e, replyM. 

'»Then when I am thy feaptive talk of chains, 070 

Proud limitary cherub ! bnt ere then 
Far heavier load thyself expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though Heaven^s king 
Ride on thy wings, i^d thon with thy qompeers, 
Us'd to the yoke, draw^st his triumphant wheels 975 

In progress through the road of Roai^u star-^vM.** 

While thus be spake, th* angelic squadron bright 
Turn'd fiery red, sharp*ntng in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported spears, as thick as when a- field 980 

Of Ceres ripe for harvest waving bends 
Her bearded grove of cars,which waythe wind 
J8ways them j the careful ploughman doid>ting stands, 
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lest on the threshiDg-floor his hopeinl sheares I 

Prove chaffy* Ou th* other side, Satan alann'd, 966 | 

Collecting all his might, dilated stood. 

Like Teneriff or A tlas, unremovM j 

His statore reached the sky, and on his crest 

Sat horror plumed; nor wanted in his grasp 

WhatseemM hoth spear and shield. Now idrcadihl deeds 900 

Might have ensued, nor only Paradise 

Id this commotion, hnt Uie starry cope 

Of Heav*n perhaps, or all the elements 

At least had gone to wrack, distnrh'd and torn 

With violence of this confl ict, had not soon 996 

Th^ Eternal, to prevent such horrid fray, 

Hung forth in Heav*n his golden scales, yet seen 

Betwixt Astrea and the scorpion sign, 

Wherein all things created first he weigh''d. 

The pendulous round earth with halancM air 1000 

In counterpoise, now ponders all events, 

Battles and realms : in these be put two weights,. 

Th« sequel each of parting and of fight: 

The latter quick up flew, and kickM the beam ; 

^Itich Gabriel spying, thus betake the fiend. 1005 

" Satan, I know thy strength, and thou know^st mine, 
Neither our own but giv^n : what folly then 
To boast what arms can do ? since thine no more 
Than Heaven permits, nor mine, though doubled now 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 1010 

And read thy lot in yon celestial sign, 
I Where thou art weighM an<! shown how light, how weak, 
I If Uu)u resist." The fiend loukM up, and knew 
l^is mounted scale aloft : nor more ^ but lied 
Murot'ring, and with hioi fled the shades of night. 1015 

END OF BOOK IV. 
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Morning approached^ Eve relates to Adam her tronhleSome 
dream ; he likes it noty yet comforts her : they comeJWth 
to their day labours : their morning hymn at the door of 
their bower. God, to render man inexcusahle^ sends 
Raphael to admonish him of his obedience, <if his free estate^ 
q£his enemy near at hand, who he is, and why his enem^, 
and whatever else may avail Adam to know. Raphaef 
comes down to Paradise ; his appearance described ; his 
coming discerned by Adam afar off sitting at the door n* 
his bower ; he goes out to meet him, brings him to his lodgr^^ 
entertains him with the choicestfruits of Paradise ^ot ro~ 
gcther by Fve ; their discourse at table : Raphael per/ or ?/fs 
his message, minds Adam of his state and <(f his enemt/ r 
relates, at Adani's request, who that enemy is, and /to7v he 
came to be so, beginning from Ms first revolt in Heave ft 
and the occasion thereof; how he drew his legions af/^r 
him to the parts of the north, and tftere incited them to 
rebel with kirn, persuading all but only Abdiel a seraphs 
who in argument dissuades and opposes him, then forsakes 
him . 
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BOOK V. 

c 

NOW morn her rosy sfteps in th* eastern clime "" 

Ad?ancin jp, sowM the earth with orient pearl, 

When Adam wak'd, so customM ; for his sleep 

Was aeiy light, from pure digestion bred, 

And temperate vaponrs bland, which th^ nnlj sound 5 

Of leaves and fuming rilb, Anrora^s fan, 

tightly dispersM, and the shrill matin song 

Of birda on every bough ; so mnch the more 

His wonder wiu to find unwakenM Eve 

With tresses discomposM, and glowing cheek, ^0 

As through unqoiet rest : he, on his side 

Leaning half raised, with looks of cordial love ' 

Hang over herenamourM, and beheld 

Beauty which, whether waking or asleep. 

Shot forth peculiar graces ; then, with voice 15 

Mild as when Zepbyrus on Flora breathes, 

Her hand soft touching, whisperM thus. << Awake, 

My fairest, my espuusM, my latest found, 

Hoav^n^s last best g^ft, my erer new delight ! 

Awake ^ the morning shines, and the fresh field 20 

Calls us; we loose the prime, to mark how spring 

Our tender plants, how blows the citron grove, 

What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 

How nature paints her colours, how the bee 

Sits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet."' 



or» 
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Sttch whisp^ringr wakMher, but with startled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake. 

'^ O 9oIe, in whom my thoughts find all repose, 
My glory, my perfection ! glad I see 

Thy face, and mom retamM ; for'l this night 30 

(Such njght till this I nerer p^M) have dreamed, 
If dreamM, i»ot, as I oft am wont, .of thee, 
Works of day past, or iporrow^s next design, 
Bnt of offence and trouble, which ray mind 
Knew nevertiU this irksome night. Methoaght ^ 

Close at mine ear one callM me forth to wfdk 
With gentle vqjce ; I thought it thine k' it said, 
* Why sleep'st thou, Eve ? now is the pleasant tim^y 
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields 
To the night-warUing bird, that now awake 40 

Times sweetest hislove4abourM song ; now reigiu 
Full orbMthe moon, and with more pleasing light 
Hhsidoyry sets off the £qice of things^ in vaip, 
If none regard ; Heaven w;ake8 with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but thee, Nature*s desire 45 

In whose sight all things joy, with ravishment 
Attractedby thy beauty still to gaze.* 
I rose as at thy call, but found thee not : 
To find thee I directed then my walk ;' 
And on, methougltf, alone I pasaM thrpi^ ways fiO 

That brought me on a sudden to the tree 
Of interdicted knowledge : fair it seenxM, 
Much fairer to my fancy than by day ; 
And, as I wondering looked, beside it stood 
One shapM and wingM like one of those from Heavea 
By us oft seen ; his dewy locks distilPd 56 

Ambrosia \ on that tree he also gazM ; 
^nd, " O fair plant, said he. <' with fruit surcharge, 
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Deigns none to ease thy load and taste thy sweet, 

Nor God, nor inan ? is knowledge so diespised? "* 60 

Or enfy^, or what reserve, forbids to taste ? 

Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold 

liOng^er thy offier'd gfood ; why else set here ?^* 

This said, he paused not, bnt with Tenf rous arm 

He plnek^d, he tasted ^ me damp horror chillM 65 

At snch bold words, vonchM with a deed so bold : 

Bat he th'os orerjoy*d, ' O frait dirine, 

Sweet of thyself, but mnch more sweet thns cropt, 

forbidden here, it seems, as only fit 

For Gods, yet able to make Gods olTmen : 70 

And why not Gods of men, since good, the more 

Commnnicated, more abundant grows, 

The author not impairM, but hononrM more ? 

Here, happy creatnre,^ir angelic £ve. 

Partake thou also ', happy though thou drt, 75 

Happier thou may'st be, worthier canst not be . 

Taste this, and be henceforth among the Gods 

Thyself a Goddess, nMto earth confinM, 

But sometimes in die air, as we, sometimes 

Ascend to Heaven, by merit thine, and see 90 

What life the Gods live there, and such live thou.* 

1^ saying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 

£r^n to my mouth of that same fruit held part 

Which he bad pluckM ; the pleasant savoury smell 

So quickenM appetite, that I, methought, 65 

Could not but taste. Forthwith up to tfie clouds 

With him I fleW, and underneath beheld 

The earth ontstretchM immense, a prospect wide 

And various : wondering at my flight offA change 

To this high exaltation ; suddenly ' * 

{ly guide was gone, and f, methought, sunk down, 

12* 
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And fell asleep ; but O, haw giad I w«k*4 

To find this but a dream T Thus Eve her tagkX 

Related, and thus Adam answer M sad. 
^ Best imagv of myself, and fearer balf, 95 

The trouble of thj tfaoug'hts this ni^ht in sleep 

Affects me e<}iiaUy *, oor can I like 

This uncouth dream, ef evil spnug, I fewr; 

Yet evil whence ? ia thee can faaiboiir noae^ 

Created pure. Bat know, that in the wnl 10O 

Are many lesser figumlties, that serve 

Reason as chief; among* these fancy next 

Her office holds ; of all external thing*, 

Which the ifive watofaAil senses represent, 

She forms imaginations, aery dii^iea, 105 

tVliich reason, joining:, or disj^miag', framea 

AH ^hat \ye* affirm or what deny, and eall 

Oar knowledge or opinion j then retires 

Into her private cell when nature rests. 

Oft io her absence mimic fancy wakes llQ 

To imitate her ; but misjoining shapes, 

Wild work produces oft, and inost in dreams, 

III matching words and deeds lo^g past or late. 

Some such resemblances, methiuks, I find 

Of our last evening^s talk in this thy dream, 115 

But with addition strange j yet be not sad. 

Evil into thie mind of God or man 
{ May come and go, so unapprovM, and leave 
yj^o spot or blame behind : which jgives me bope| 

That what in sleep thou didst abhor to dreaniy ISO 

Waking thou never wilt consent to do. 

Be not dishearten^ then, nor cloud those looks. 

That wont to be more cheerful and serene 

Than when fair morning first smilea on the world ^ 
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AndlctostooiirfiMheBployiMirtirife lift 

Among the groves, tiie foimtaiiia, ^A die Bowtn^ 
That open now their ehoweit beeoiii'd fneUi, 
BeBenrM from night, m4 iMpfcfor thee in itove.^ 

So cheerM he his fisir Bpoaie, and sM w«i eheefM ; 
But silently a gentle tear lelMl 190 

From either eye, pnil fhpH then with her hair; 
Two other prtfcieusdropa that re$Ay sloody 
Each ID f|ieir ciystal daice, his er^ ll|ey fell 
Kissed, as the gracious ngm of sweet remone 
And pious awe, tliat fearMto have offebded. 195 

So all was ckarM, «id to the field they haste. 
But first, from under shady aibo'rous roof 
Soon as they fortli were eome to open sight 
Of day-sprii^, and the son, who^ scarce uprisen^ 
With wheels yet howriog o^er the ocean brim, lid 

Shot panllel to th! earth his dewy ray. 
Discovering in wide landscape alt the east 
Of Paradise and Eden^s happy plains, 
Lowly they bowM a^oring^ and' began 
Their orisons, eadi aiorBing duly pai4 1^ 

la various style ; &r neither variousi^yle 
Nor holy rapture wante^ they to piaise 
Their Maker, in fitstraiflSBfOMHinc^d, or snag 
Unmeditated; such prompt elm]aeiiee 
HowM from their Iqis, in proae or aumeroos vorse, 150 

iffore tuneable than needed hite or haip 
ToaddmoresweettiesBs and ttey thus h^gaa. 

^ These are tiiy glorious worics, Fnreat of gooi^ 
Almighty ! thine this asivenal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair j thyself how wondrous then ! ■ 1|& 

Unspeakable, who sitst above these HeavenSi 
To as invisible, or diadyi 
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Ib tbete thy lowest #orks ; yet these dedtre 
Thy goodo^ss beyond thoB|fht, and pow*r dmne . 
Speak, ye who best can tell^ ye sons of light, 16D 

Angels ; for ye behold him, 'and widi sdngY 
And cboml symphonies, day wHhoat nig-ht,- 
Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in Heaven, 
On Earth, join all ye creatarestA extol 
Him first, him last, him midst, Imd w^thoot end. 1S& 

Fairest of starfe^ last iff the train of night, 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that cfoWn^stthe smiling mom 
With thy bright oirclet, praise him in thy sphere. 
While day arises, that aweet hoar of prime. 170 

Th6u Sun, of this great world both eye and soal. 
Acknowledge him thy greater, sonnd his praise 
m thy eternal conrse, both when thou ctlmVst, ' 
And when high noon hast gained, and when thOu fall*at. 
Moon, that now meet^t the orient sun, now fly^i^ 175 

T^ith the fixM stars, fii^M i& their orb that flies ; 
And ye five other wandering fires that ttioYe 
In mystic dance, not without song, resound 
His praise, who out of darkness call'd up light. 
Air, aridyfe elements, the eldest birth • 18q 

Of Nature's womb, that ifi quateniiioli ran 
Perpetual circle, multifoni}, and mix 
And nourish -idl ftings ; let your ceaseless change 
Vary to onr great Maker still new praise. 
Ye mists and ^halations, that now rise 1^ 

From hill Or steaming lake j dnsky br grey. 
Till the sun paiut your fleecy skirts with gold, 
in honour to the woild^sgr^at Author rise,' 
Whether to deck with clouds th^ uncalourM sky, 
***«* wfien i^i..^ ^^ ^i^ falling showen, X9Q 
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Risiag er follii^y fl|iU advaaoe his pniiie. 

His pmise, ye wiads^ tha^ fjram four quarters bicnri 

Breathe soft or loud^ aii4 frwe your tops, ye pines. 

With every plant, in sig-n of worship war*. 

Fouilteins, and ye that warble, as ye flow, 196 

Melodious murmttrs, irarbling tone his praise. 

Joiii voices all ye liviiig souls ^ y^ birds, 

l^/Thep singing up to Heaven gate ascend. 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praise. 
Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk 909 

The earth, and stately tread, or lowly creftpf 
Witness if I be silent, morn or even. 
To hill, or valley^ fountain, or fresh shade, 
Made vocal by my song, and taught his pnrise. 

' Hail ! universal Lord, be bounteous still . 209 

To give us only good ; and, if the night 

! fiave gatherM ought of evil Ojr coneeal*d, 
Disperse it, as now lig^ dispels the dark.** 
So piayM they innocent, and to their Uioqghts 
Firm peace reeoverM soon and wonted calm. $^10 

On to their moming^s rural work they haste 
Ansong sweet dews and flowers ^ where any raw 
Of fruit-trees over-woody reachM too fiir 
Tl^eir pamperM boughs* and needed hands to check 
Fmitless embraces ^ or they led the vine . 216 

To wed her elm ; she sponsM about him twines 

I Her marriageable arms, and ivith her brings 
Her dowV, th* adopted dusters, fo adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employed beheld 
With pity Heaven's high King, and to him called 390 

R^hael, the sociable spi^rit, that deignM 
To travel with Tobias, and seeurM 
His marriage with the sev'tttimes-weddied maid. 
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<^ RaphMl, said he, ^' thou hearsU what stir cm Earth 
Satan from 'Hell, scapM throng-h the darkBome grd^ ^25 

Hath raisM in Paradise, and bow distarbM 
This night the hnman pair ; how he designs 
In them at once to rain all mankind. 
Ck>, therefore, half this day^ as friend with friend 
Converse with Adam in what bow*r or shade 290 

Thon find^st him from the heat of noon retirM, 
To recite his daj-labonr with repast, 
Or with repose ; and snch discourse bring on, 
As majr advise him of his happy state, * 

Hiqipiness in his pow*r left free to will, 523& 

Left to his own free will, his will though free, 
Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 
He swerve not, too secure, tell him wfthal 
His danger, and from whom ; what enemy, 
Late fail'n himself from Heav*n, is plotting now 240 

The fall of others from like state of bliss; 
By violence ? i^ for that shall be withstood, 
But by deceit and, lies : this let him know, 
Lest wilfully transgressing he pretend 
Surprtsal, unadmonishM, unfofewamM.'* ^45 

So spake th' eternal Father and fulfills 
All justice : nor delayed the winged saint 
After his charge receivM ; bat from among 
Thousand celestial ardours, where he stood 
Veird with his gorgeous wings, up springring light, 35€i 

Flew through the midst of Heaven; tb* angelic quires, 
On each hand parting to his speed gave way 
Through all th' empyreal road ; till at the gate 
Of Heav'n arrivM, the gate self-openM wide. 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 255 

Divine the sov*r(^^n Architect had framM. 



8ooK V. PARADISE WST. 186 

From hence, no cloud, or, to obitnict his sight. 

Star interposed, howersr small he sees, 

Not unconform to other shining glubes, 

Earth and the garden- of God, with cedars crowned 260 

Aboye all hills. As when hj night the glass 

Of Gallileo, less assured, observes 

Imagined lands and regions in the moon^ 

Or pilot, from amidst the Cjclades, 

Oelos or Samos first appearing, kens ' 126& 

A cloudj spot. Down thither prone in flight 

He speeds and through the yast ethereal sky 

Sails between worlds and worlds, with steady wing. 

Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 

Winnows the buxora air; till within soar .270 

Of towering eagles, to all the fowls he seems 

A phccnix, gazM by all, as that sole bird. 

When to enshrine his reliques in the son's 

Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies., 

At once on the eastern clifi* of Paradise 275 

He lights, and to his proper shape returns 

A seraph wingM : six wings he wore, to shade 

His lineaments divine; the pair that clad 

Each shoulder broad, came mantling oVr his breast 

With regal ornament : the middle pair 280 

(firt like a starry zone his waist, and round 

Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 

And colours dipt in Heaven ; the third his feet 

ShadowM from either heel withfeatherM mail, 

Sky-tinctur'd grain. Like Maia's son he stood, 285 

And shook his plumes that heav'nly fragrance fJi'd 

The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the hmia 

Of angels under watch ; and to his state, 

.\fldto his message high, in honour rise^ 
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For on some mttmge high ib/ey gntn'A bim bomid. 290 

Their gf Uttering' tents he puft'dy and now is come 

Into the bliisfal field, thnm; h groves of myrrh, 

And flow*riQf odours, cassia, nard, and bdlm ; 

A wilderness of swoets; for Nahire here 

WantonM as in her prime, and plaj*d at will 2H^ 

Here virgin fancies, pooring' forth more sweet, 

Wild above role or art ; eaormons bliss. 

Him throuf h the spicy forest onward M«e, * "'^j 

Adam discerned, as in the door he sat 

Of his cool bow*r, while now the moanted sun SOU 

Shot down direct bis fervid rays to wan» 

Earth^s inmost womb, more wannth than Adam needs : 

And Eve within, due at her hour preparM 

Fordinner savonij fraits, of taste to please 

True appetite, and not disrelish thirst 305 

Of necta^rooB draughts between, from milky stream. 

Berry or grape ; to whom thus Adam caU*d^ 

" Haste hither, Eve, and, worth thy sin^h^ehold, 
Eastward among those trees, what glorious shape 
Comes this way moving* ; seems another morn 3i(^ 

Ris^n on mid-noon 3 some gpreat behest from Heaven 
To us peihaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 
This day to be our g-uest. But go with speed. 
And what thy stores contain bring forth, and pour 
Abundance fit to honour and receive 3I5 

Our heavenly stranger : well we may afibrd 
Our givers their own gifts, and lurge bestow 
From large bestowed, where imture multiplies 
Her fertile growth, and by disbnrd'niug grows 
More fruitful, which instructs us not to spare.** 320 

To whom thus Eve. << Adam, earth's hallowM mould, 
Of Qod inspired ! small store will serve, where store, 
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AH seasons, ripe fat use bangs on the stalk ; 

Sare what by fragal storingf firmness gains 

To nourish, and superflnous moist cottsimies : 93& 

Bat I will haste, and from each boag>h and brake, 

Each plant and juiciest gourd, will pluck such choice 

To entertain our angel guest, as he 

Beholding shall confess, that here on Barth 

God hath dispensM his bounties as in Heaven.** 390 

So saying, with dispatchfnl looks in haste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choose for delicacy best, 
What order, so contrivM as not to mix 
Tastes, not well joinM, inelegant, but bring 3;TS 

Taste after taste upheld with kindliest change ; 
Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever £arth, all-bearing mother yields 
in India East or West, or middle shore 
In Pontns or the Punic coast, or where 340 

Alcinous reign*d, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or shell, 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand; for drink ^e grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meaths 345 

From many a berry*; and from sweet kernels pressM 
She tempers dulcet creams; nor these to hold 
Wants her fit vessels pure ; then strews the ground 
With rose and odours from the shrub unfum'^d. 

Meanwhile our primitive great sire, to meet 350 

His god-like guest, walks forth, without more traia 

Accompanied than with his own complete 

Perfections: in himself was all his state. 

More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits 

On princes, when their rich retinue long H^ 

Vol. I. 13 
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CM" hones \e^ and grooms besmearM with gold. 

Dazzles the crowd, and sets them all agape. 

Nearer his presence Adam, though notaw^d^ 

Yet with submiss approach and reverence meek. 

As to a superior nature, bowing- low, 360 

Thus said. '^ Native of Heaven, for other place 

None can than-Heav^n Mich glorious shape contain; 

Since bjr descending from the thrones above, 

Those happy places thou hast deigned awhile 

To want, and honour these, vouchsafe with as 365 

Two* only, who yet by sovVeign gift possess 

This spacious ground, in yonder shady bower 

To rest, and what the garden choicest bears 

To sit and taste, till this meridian heat 

Be over, and the sun^more cool recline.** 370 

Whom thus th* angelic virtue answer*d mild. 
*< Adam, I therefore came ; nor art thon such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell. 
As may not oft invite, though spi^rits of Heav*n, 
To visit thee ; lead on then where thy bower 375 

0*ershadesy^ for these mid-hours, till evening rise, 
I have at will.** So to the sylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona*8 arbour smiPd, 
With flow*rets deck*d, and fragrant smells; but Eve, 
Undeck*d save with herself, more lovely fair 380 

Than wood-nymph, or the fairest goddess feign*d 
Of three that in mount Ida naked strove, 
Stood to* entertain her guest from lleav*n ; no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infirm 
Alter*d her cheek. On whom the angel ' Hail* 385 

Bestow*d the holy salutation iis*d 
Long after to blest Mary, second Eve. 
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^ Hailt modier of mankind, whose fraitAil womb, 
Shall fill the world more nnmerous with diy sonsy 
Than with these rarious fruits the trees of God 390 

Have heapM this tahle !^* Rais'd of grassy turf 
Their tahle was, and mossy seats had round, 
And on her ample square from side to side 
AU aotomn pird, though q>ring and autumn here 
DancM hand in hand. Awhile discourse they hold; 
No fear lest dinner cool ; when dius began 396 

Our author. ^' Hea?'nly stranger, please to taste 
Tlkescvbounties, which our Nourisher, from whom 
AU perfect good, unmeasurM out, descends, 
To us for food and for delight hath caused 400 

The earth to yield; unsa?oniy food perhaps 
To^iritual natures; only this I know, 
That one celestial Father gives to all.'* 
To whom the Angel./ '^ Therefore what he gives 
(Whoae praise be ever sung) to man, in part 405 

Spiritual, may of purest q»i*rits be found 
No* ingrateful food : and food alike those pure 
Intelligential substances require, 
As doth yonr rational; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 410 

Of sense, whereby diey hear, see, smell, touch) taste, - 
Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate, 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be sustainM and fed ; of elements 415 

The grosser feeds the purer, earth die sea. 
Earth and the sea feed air, the air those fires 
Ethereal, and, as lowest, first the moon; 
Whence in her visage round those spots, unpurg*d 
Vapours not yet into her substance turnM. 490 
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Nor doth tibc moon no nonnshment eidiale 

From her moiat continent to hig-her orbs. 

ThjB inn, thatlig-ht impnrte to all, recei?e« 

From all his alimental recompence 

In humid exhalations, and at even 423 

8nps with die ocean. Thou|fh in Heaven the trees 

Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines 

Yield neotar; though from off the boughs each mom 

9f e brush mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

€over*d with pearly grain : yet God hath here 490 

Varied his boun^ so with new delights, 

As may compare with Heav'nj and to taste 

Think not I shall be nloe.^ So down they sat. 

And to their viands fell j nor seemingly 

The angel, nor in mist, the common gloss 43& 

Of theologians^ but with keen dispatch 

Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 

To transubstantiate : what redounds, tmnspires 

Through spirits with ease j nor wonder, if by iiiia 

Of soo^ coal &* empiric alchemist 440 

Can turn, or holds it possible to turn, 

Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold, 

As from the mine. Meanwhile at table Eve 

Minister'd naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleasant liquors crowM : O innocence 445 

Deserving P&radise ! if ever, then. 

Then had the sons of God excuse to^ have been 

B&amourM at that sight ^ but in those hearts 

LoveunlibidinousreignM, nor jealousy 

Was understood, the injnr*d lover's Hell. 450 

Thus, when with meats and drinks they had sufficed, 
Not burdenM nature, sudden mind arose 
In Adam, not to let th' occasion pass. 
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Giyli him b^ this great conference, to know 

Of things above his world, and of their being 455 

Who dwell in HeaF^n, whose excellence he saw 

Transcend his own so far, wbose radiant forms, 

DiFiue effulgent^, whose high powV so far 

Exceeded human ; and his wary speech 

Thos to th^ empyreal minister he framed. 460 

'^ Inhabitant with Ood, now know I well 
Thy favour, in this honour done to man, 
Under whose lowly roof thou hast vouchsaTd 
To enter, and these earthly fruits to taste, 

Food not of angeJS) yet accepted so, * 465 

As that more willingly thou couldst not seem 

At HeavVs high feasts to' have fed : yet what compare ?'* 
To whom the winged faierarch replyM. 

^ O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 

All things proceed) and up to him returUj^ 470 

If not depravM from good, created all 

8uch to perfection, one first matter all, 

Endued with various forms, various degrees 

Of substance, and in things that live, of life 3 

But more refioM, more spiritous, and pure, 495 

As nearer to him placM, or nearer tending, 

Each in their several active spheres assign^, 

Till body up to spirit work, in bounds 

ProportionM to each kipd. S^o from the root 

Springs lighter the green stalk, from thence the leaves 48Q 

More aery, last the bright consummate flower 

Spirits odorous breathes : flowers and their fruit, 

Man^s nourishment, by gradual scale sublimM, 

To vital spi'rits aspire, to animal, 

To intellectual; give both life and sense, iSb 

Fancy and understanding 3 whence the souf 

13* 
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ResMnreceiTcs, and reasoii is her being, 

INManiTe, or intuitive; discouie 

Is oftett yours, the latter moit is onrs, 

Differtni^ hat in degree, of kind the same V/^ 490 

Wonder not then, what God for yon saw g^ood 

If I refuse not, but convert, as yon. 

To proper snbstance : time may pome, when men 

With ang«b may paiticipate, and find 

Ho inooDfenient di^et, nor too light fare ; dfl5 

And from these corpoial nutriments perhaps 

Your bodies may at last turn all to spirit, 

ImprovM by tract of time, and wingM ascend 

Bdierea], as we, or may at choice 

Here or in heavenly Faradises dwell ; 500 

If je be found obedient, and retain 

Unalterably firm his love entire, 

I'Hiwe progeny you are. Meanwhile eiyoy 

Your fill what happiness this happy state 

Can comprehend, incapable of more." 50^ 

To whom the patriarch of mankind repTyM. 
*^ O favourabfe spi*rit, propitious guest, 
Well hast thou taught die wa^ that might direct 
Our knowledge, and the scale of nature set 
From centre to circumference, whereon, 510 

In contemplation of created things. 
By steps we may ascend to God. But say, 
What meant that caution join*d, < If ye be found 
Obedient?* can we want obedience dien 
To him, or pomibly hb love desert, &15 

Who formM ns from the dust, and placM us here. 
Full to the utmost measure of what bliss 
flWDan desires can seeic or apprehend?** 
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To whom die angel. ^ Son of Heav'ii and Enrtk, 
Attend : that tfaoa ait happy, owe te God 3 690 

That thou coittiniieBt such, owe to thyself, 
That is, to thy ohedience j therein stand. 
Thiswas that caiilioB given thee ; he advisM. 
God made tliee perfect, not immutahle; 
And good he made thee, hat to persevere 536 

He left it in thy powV; ordara*d thy will 
By nature free, not over-mlM hy fate 
Inextricahle^ or strict necessity : 
Oar voluntary service he reqaires. 

Not our neoessitated ^ such with him 690 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts, not free, he tryM whether they serve 
Willing or no, who will hut what they most 
By destiny, and can no other choose ? 
Myself and all th* angelic host, that stand 636 

In sigh^of God enthroned, our happy state 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds j 
On other surety none ; freely we serve, 
Because we freely love, as in our will 
To love or not : in this we stand or fall : 540 

And some are fallen, to disiobedience fall'tt, 
And so from Heaven to deepest Hell; O fall 
From what high state of bliss into what woe !" 

To whom our great progenit or. ^ Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 646 

Divine instructor, I have heard, than when 
Chembic songs by night from neighboring hifla 
Aereal music send : nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free ; 
Yet that we never shall forget to love 6^^ 

Our muker, and obey him, whose oomiuwid 
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Single is jret ao jnst, my constant thoughts 

AjBsnr'd me^, and still assure : though what thou telFgt 

Hath passM in Hear^n, some doubt within me move, 

But more desire to hear, if thou consent, 555 

The full relation, which must needs be strange, 

Worthy of sacred silence to be heard; 

And we have yet laig'e day, for scarce the sun 

Hath finrshM half his journey*, and scarce begins 

His other half in the great zone of Heaven.*' 560 

Thus Adam made request ; and Raphael, 
After short pause assenting, thus began. 
^f High matter thou enjoin'st me*^ O prime of men, 
Sad task and hard; for how shall 1 relate 
To human sejise th* invisible exploits 56^ 

Of warring spirits ? how, without remorse, 
The ruin of so many glorious once, 
4nd perfect while they stood ? how, last, unfold 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 

Not lawful to repeal ? yet for thy good 570 

Thii is dispensM ; and what surmounts the reach 
Of human sense, I shall delineate so, 
!Py likening spiritual to corporal forms, 
As may express tlieqfi best; though what if earth 
Be but the shadow^ of Heaven, and things therein, '^V^ 

Each to* other like, more than on earth is thought?;.' 

^' As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign*d where these Ileav*ns now mil, where earth now rests 
Upon her centre poisM ; when on a day 
(For time, though in eternity, appiyM 58Q 

To motion, measures all things durable 
By present, past, and future), on such day 
^8 Heav*n*s year great brings forth, th* empyreal bq^ 
Of angels, by imperial summons caUM, 
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Innumerable before th* Almighty^s throne 58& 

Forthwith, from all the ends of Heav'n, appeared 

Under their hierarchy in orders bright : 

Ten thousand thousand ensigns high advanced, 

Standards and gonfalons ^twixt van and rear 

Stream in the air, and for distinction serre 590 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees; 

Or in their glittering tissues bear emblazM 

Boly memorials, acts of zeal and love 

Recorded eminent. Thus, when in orbs 

Of circuit inexpressible they stood, 59S» 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite 

Bj whom in bliss imbosomM sat the Son, 

Amidst, as from a flaming mount, whose top 

Brightness had made invisible, thus spake. 

" Hear, all ye angels, progeny of light, 6W 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, viilues, powers, 
Hear my decree, which unrevol^M shall stand, 
Thi4 day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 

Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 60^ 

At my right hand j your Head I him appoint; 
And by myself have sworn to him shall bow 
An knees in Heav^ ^'^ ^^^^ confess him Lord; 
Under his great vicegerent reign abide 
United as one individual soul, 610 

For ever happy : him who disobeys 
Me disobeys, breaks union, and that d^y. 
Cast out from God and blessed vision, falls 
Into' utter darkness, deep ingulTd, his place 
OrdainM without redemption, without end.'' 615 

" So spake th' Omnipotent, and with his words 
AU acem'd weB pleas'd; all seem'd, but were not all, 
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T\tBt day, as other wvlemn days, they ipeiit 

In Mong and dance about th* sacred hiil ; 

Mystical dance, which yonder stany sphere 620 

Of planets, and of fix^d, in ail her wheels 

Resemliles nearest, mazes intricate, 

Eccentric, intervolTM,yet regular 

Then most, when most irregular they seem; 

Aftd in their motions harmony divine 825 

So smooths her charming tones, that God's own ear 

Listens delighted. ETening now approadiM 

(For we have also* our e?ening and onr morn. 

We ours for change delectable, not need) 

Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn 630 

Desirous ; all in circles as they stood. 

Tables are set, and on a sodden piPd 

With angels* food, and rubied nectar flows 

In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold. 

Fruit of delicious rines, the growth of Heav*n. 635 

On flowers reposed, and with fresh flowerets crownM, 

They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet 

ihtaff immortality and joy, secure 

Of surfeit, where full measure only bounds 

Excess, before th* all-bonnteous King, who showVd 640 

With c(^ious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 

Now when ambrosial night with clouds exhalM 

From that high mount of God, whence light and shade 

Spring both, the foce of brightest Heaven had changM 

To grateful twilight, (for night comes not there 645 

In darker veil), and roseate dews disposM 

All but th* unsleeping eyes of God to rest; 

Wide over all the plain and wider far 

Than all this globoos earth in plain outspread 

(Such are the courts of God), th* angelio throng, 660 
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DispersM in bands and files, their c|unp extend 
By Ii?iii^ streams among-*the trees of life, 
PkirilioDS numberless, and sudden rearM, 
Celestial tabernacles, where they slept 
FannM with cool winds ; save those who in their couse 666 ' 
Melodioos hymns about the sov^re^n throne ' 
Ahemate all night long* : bat not so wakM 
Satan; so call him. now, his former name 
Is heard no more inHeav'nj he of the first, 
If not the first arefa-aog'el, great in power, 660 

la faFour and pre-«minence, yet fraught 
With enyy* against the Son of God, that day- 
Honour ^dby his great Father, and proclaimM 
Messiah King anointed, could not bear 
Thro^ pride that sight, and thought himself impair*d. 
Deep malice thence concei7ing, and disdain, 686 

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour 
Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolvM 
With all his legions to dislodge, and lea^e 
(JnworshippM, unobeyed, the throne supreme, 670 

Contemptuous ; and his next subordinate 
Awakening, thus to him in secret spake. 

'<< Sleep^st thou^ companion dear ? what sleep can close 
Thy eye-lids? and remember^st what decree 
Of yesterday, so late hath passM the lips 675 

Of Heav^n^s Almighty. Thou to me t^y thoughts 
Wiwt wont, I mine to thee was wont to^ impart; 
Both waking we were one f how tlien can now 
Thy sleep dissent? New laws thou seest imposM ; 
New laws from him who reigns, new minds may raise 680 
In us whoserre, new councils, to debate 
What doubtful may ensue : more in this place 
To utter is not safe. Assemble thou 
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Of all those myriads which we lead fhe chief; 

Tell them that hy command, ere yet dim ni^hk 6S5 

Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haste, 

Abd all who under me their banners wave, 

Homeward with flying* march, where we possess 

The quarters of the nordi ; there to pre|Mure 

Fit entertainment to reoei?e onr King, 090 

The gpreat Messiah, and his new comnmndf, 

Who speedily, through all the hierarchies 

Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws.* 

" So spake the false arch-angel, and infosM 
Bad influence into th^ nnwacy breast 095 

Of his associate : he together calls, 
Or several one by one, the regent powen, 
Under him regent ; tells, as he was taught, 
Tliat the most High commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night had disencumbered Hea?*n, 700 

The great hierarchal standard was to move ; 
Tells the suggested cause, and casts between 
Ambiguous words and jealousies, to sound 
Or taint integrity : but all obeyM 

The wonted signal, and superior voice 705 

Of their great potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heav'n : 
His countenance, as the morning star that guides 
The starry flock, allurM them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of Iteav^n's host. 71 

Meanwhile th* Eternal eye, whose sight discerns 
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 
And from within the golden lamps that bum 
Nightly before him, saw without their light 
Rebellion rising ; saw in whom, how spread 71 5 

Among the sons of morn, what multitudes 
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Were Imnded to oppose bis hig'h decree ; 
AJid, smiling', to his only Son thus said. 

*^ *' Son, thon in whom my glory I behold 
In full resplendence, heir of all my might, 72^ 

Nearly it now ccmceras ns to be sure 
Of our omnipotence, and with what arttis 
We mean to hold what anciently we claint 
Of deity or empire ; silch a foe 

Is rising', who intends to* erect his throne 733 

Eipial to oars, throughout the spacious north; 
Nor so content, hath in his thoug-ht to try, 
In batde, what our powV is, or our rigfht. 
Let ns advise, and to this hazard draw 
With speed what force is left, and all employ 73^ 

In our defence, lest unawares we lose 
This our high place, our sanctnaiy, our hill.' 

" To whom the Son, with calm aspect and clear, 
lig'hrning' divine, ineffable, serene. 

Made answer. « Mighty Father, thou thy foes 735 

Justly hast in derision, and, secure, 
laugVst at their vain designs and ^1mt1lts vain. 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
IHustrates, when they see all regal power 
Giv*n me to quell their pride, and in event 740 

Know whether I be dextVons to subdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worst in Heav'n.' 

" So spake the Son ; but Satan with his powers 

Far was advancM on winged speed ; an host 

Iimimierable as the stars of night, 7Vi 

Or stars of morning, dew-drops, which the sun 

Impcarls on every leaf and every flower. * 

Regions they passVI, the mighty regencies 

Of seraphim, and potentates, and throne*?. 
Vot. I. 14 
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In their triple degrees j ref^'tMuto which 7SO 

All thy doniiniou, Adam, is no more 

Than what this garden is to ail the earth, 

And all the sea, from one entire globose 

StretchM into longitade ; which having passed. 

At lengdi into the limits of the north 

They came, and Satan to his royaiscat 

High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 

RaisM on a mount, with pyramids and towers 

From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold^ 

Th« palace of ^Teat Lucifer («o caH 

That structure in the dialect of oien 

Interpreted), which not long after, h^ 

Affecting all equality with God, 

In imitation of that mount whereon 

Messiah was declared in sight of ileav^n, f6$ 

The Mountain -of the Congregation cali'd^ 

For thither he assembled all his ttnini 

Pretending, so commanded, to consult 

About the great reception of their King, 

Thither 4o come, and with calumiiinas art 739 

Of couaAerfeited truth thus held their ears. 

'^ Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powen| 
If these magniiic tilWs yet remain 
Not merely titular, since by decree 

Another now hath to himself engrossM 72& 

All power, and us eclipsM under the uame 
Of king anointed, for whom ail this ^aste 
Of midnight marcii, and hurried meeting here| 
This only to consult how we may best. 
With vhat may be (levis'd of honntti-s new, 
Receive him couiiiig, tu receive from us 
&Qee-tribate yet unpaid, prostration vile ! 
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Too miicb to one ; but double how omlurM, 

To one, and to his imagfe now proclaimed ? 

Bnt wbaf if betff?r coanscU mig-ht erect 785, 

Our niiiufa, and teacb us to cast off this yoke? 

H^ll ye submit your necks, and choose to ben4 

The RQpple knee ? ye will not, if I trust 

To know ye right, orifye know you rselFCs 

Natives and sons of TTea^h possessM before ?90. 

By none ; and if not equal all. yet free, 

Equally free ; for orders and degrees 

Jar not with liberty, but well consist. 

UTio can in reason then, or rig^hf, assume 

Monarchy over s^icK as Tire by right 795 . 

His equals, if in powV and spD^ndour les8> 

In freedom equal ? or can introduce 

law and edict on us, who without law 

Err not ? much less for this to be our Lord, 

And look for adoration to th^ abuse 900 

Of those imperial titles, which asseit 

Offr being ordained to govern not to serve.' 

" Thus far his his bold* discourse without controul 
Had audience ; when among the seraphim 
Abdiol, than whom none with more zeal adorM 80& 

The Deity,' and dirrne commands obeyed, 
^'tnod up, and in a flame of zral severe 
The cnrrent of his fiiry thus oppos'd. 

" ' *> ai^menf bhisphemous, false and proud! 
Words which no ear ever to hear in TTeav'n 81Q. 

Expected, least of alt from thee, ingrate, 
In place thyself so high Rbov;e thy peers. 
Canst tho<i with inipTf>tB obloquy condemn I 
The just decree of GofI, pronouncM and sworn, 
That t« bis only Son, by right endued 815- 
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With regal sceptre, every goal in Heaven 

Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 

Confess him rightful king J unjust thou say*sty- 

Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free, 

And equal over equals to let reign, 

One over all with unsuceeeded power. 

Shall thou give law to God ? shalt thon dispilU 

With him the points of liberty, who made 

Thee what thou art, and formM the powers of Heaven 

Such as he pleasM, and circumscribed their being? 

Yet, by experience taught, we know how good. 

And of our good and of onr dignity 

How provident he is ; how far front thought 

To make us less, bent rather to exalt 

jOur happy state, under one head more near 

United. But to grant it thee unjust. 

That equal over equals monarch reign ^ 

Thyself, though gr^at and glorious, dost thou cpiuL 

Or all angelic nature joinM in one, 

JBqnal to him begotten Son ? by whoqi, 

As by his word, the mighty Father made 

All things, even thee : and all the spirits of Heavfsn 

By him oreated in thei|* brigbt degree^ 

CrownM them with glory?, and to their g|027 namM 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, vjrtues, powers, 910 

Essential powers ; nor by hi^ reign obscured, 

3at more illustrious made : since he t)ie 

One of our number thus reduced becomes; 

His laws, our laws ; all honour to him done i 

Returns our own. Cease then this impious rage, 843 

And tempt not these ; but hasten to appease 

Th' incensed Father, and th* incensed Son, 

fissile pardon may be found, in time besought? 
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"So spake the feireat angrel ; hot his zeal 
oe seconded, as oat of season judg-M , 85(1 

siDg^nlar and rash ; whereat rejoicM 
r apostate, and more haughty, thus replj^d, 
*Tbat we were forniM then say^st thou ? and the work 
Of secondary hands, by task transferrM 
From Father to his Son ? strange point and new ! 88di 

Doctrine which we would know whence learn-*d : who saw 
^^n this creation was ! remember^st thou 
Tby making, while the Maker gave thee being ^ 
We know no time when we were not as now ; 
Know none before iis, self.begot, scU-raisM 86^ 

I Br our own quickening pow''r, when fatal course 
I Had circled his full orb, the birth mature 
Of this our native Heaven, etUerial sons. 
Oar pnis«aiice is our own ; our own right hand 
Sbali teach us highest deods, by proof tu try 8^ 

Hlio is our equal : tbon thuu shalt bcboici 
Whether by supplication we iutepd 
AddrrMS, and to begirt th^ almighty throne 
Beseeching iwr besif^ing. This report, 
These tidings carry to th' anointed King : 97iX 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight.' 

^*He said j and as the sound of waters deep 
Hoarse u;*:rmur echoed^ his words applause 
Through the infinite host ; nor less fur thafe 
The flaming seraph, fearless, tliough alone 875 

EncompassM round with foes, thus answefd bold. 

^ O alienate f:om (vod. O spirit accu^'d, 

FiHosakenofall good ! I see thy fall 

Determine, and thy hapltss crew involved 

Id tliis perfidious fraud, contagion spread 880 

Both of tby crime and puuisbutent : henceforth 

14* 
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No more to be troubled how to quit tlie yoke 

Of Qod^s Messiah ; ihoce induls^ent laws 

Will not he now vouchsafed : other decreed 

A^nst thee are, ifone forth without recai ; 

That ^Idea sceptre, which thou didst rejecty 

Is now an iron rod to bruise and brei^ 

Thjr disobedienoe. Well thou didst advise ^ I 

Yet not for thy ftdrioe or threats I fly I 

These wicked tents devoted, lest the wrath 8QfV < 

Impendent raging into sudden flame 

Distinguish not : for som expect to feel 

His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. * 

Then who crea^d thee lamenting learn. 

When who can uncreate thee thou shalt know.* t96 

'^ So spake the seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable false, unmoved. 
Unshaken, unseducM, unterrify'd, 

His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 9lQff^ 

Kor number, nor example, with him brought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind. 
Though single. From amidst them forth he passed, 
Long way through hostile scorn, which he sustained 
Superior, nor of violence fearM ought ', QOS* 

And with retorted scorn his back he tuj^M 
On those proud towers to swift destruction dooraM. 
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4ROUMENT. 

]^phael continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel were 
sent forth to battle against Satan and his angels. Thejtret 
fight decrWed: Satan and his powers retire under night: 
he calls a council^ invents devilish engines^ which in the 
second day's fighty put Michael and his angels to some diS' 
order; but they at length pulling up mauutainsy over- 
whelmed both the force and machines of Satan: yet^ the 
tumult not so ending^ Godson the third day^ sends Messiah 
his son, for whom he had reserved the glory qfthat victory: 
he, in the power of his Father, coming to theplace^ and 
causing all his legions to stand still on either side, with his 
chariot and thunder driving into the midst oj his enesniesy 
pursues thetn, unable to resist, towards the wall qf Heavens 
which opening, they leap down with horror and confusion 
into the place of punishment prepared for tfiem in the 
deep : Messiah returns with triumph to his Father. 
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BOOK VI. 

*^An Digtitibc^ dresdless angel, anpnnued, 
Tliroiig-h Heav*n^8 wide champaio heidbig way ; tfllmon^ 
WakM by the circling hoars, wkh rosy hand 
UobttrrM the gates of light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, fast by his thi^ne, & 

IVIiere light and darkness in perpetoal round 
£odge and dislodge by toms, which makes through HeavHi 
Cfratefal yicissitude, like day and night; 
Light issues forth, and at Che Ojther door 
Obsequious darkness ejptters, till her hour 10* 

To veil the Heav'n, though darkness there might well 
Seem twilight here : and now went forth iAm mom, 
Sadb as in.highestHeav*n, arrayM in gold 
Emfiyreal : from before her vanished night. 
Shot through with orient beams; when all the plain, 15 

CoverM with thick embattled squadrons bright, 
Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery steeds. 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, first met his view : 
War he perceivM, war in procinct, and found 
Already known, what he for news had thought 20 

To have reported : gladly then he mixM 
Among those friendly pow'rs, who him received 
With joy and acclamations loud, that one, 
That of so many myriads fallen, yet one 
BetamM not lost : on to the sacred hill ^ 

Jfkey ledliimlii^h applauded, and preseif 
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Before the teat tupreme ; from whence a Toice 
Prom midst a golden cload, thus mild was heard. 

**' *• Servant of God, well done ; well hast thou foqglrt 
The better fight^ who single hast maintained S# 

Against revolted maltitades the cause 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms -, 
And for the testimony* of trath hast borne 
Universal reproach, far worse to bear 

Than violence ; for this was all thy care S* 

To stand approved in sight of God, ChoQgh worldt 
JiidgM thee perverse : the easier conquest now 
Remains thee, aided by this host of friends, 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Thau scornM thou didst depart ; and to subdue 4# 

By force, who reason for their law refuse, 
Right reason for their law, and for their king 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go, Michael, of celestial armies prince. 
And thou, in military prowess next, 4& 

Gabriel, lead forth to battle these my sons 
Invincible ; lead forth my armed saints 
B^ thousands and by millions raog'*d for fight, 
Equal in number to that godless crew 

Kebellious ; them with fire and hostile arms 6^ 

Feai-less assault ; and to the brow of Heaven 
Pursuing, drive th|em out from God and blin 
I^to their phice of punishment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opeus wide 
His fiery Chaof to receive their fall.^ - 66 

^' So spake the sovereign voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
lip dusky wreaths, reluctant ilames, the sigo 
^f wrath awak*d^ tn^jt ^i^ ^^^ dread the load 
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Ethereal trnmpet from on high ^g«n blow i 60 

At which coromaail the powers, militant, 

That stood for Heav'n, in mighty quadrate join'd 

Of anion irresistible, movMon 

Id silence their bright legions, to the sound 

Of instnimental hanoony, that breathM 6& 

Heroic ardour to adventurous deeds 

Under their god-lil^e leaders, in the cause 

Of God and his Messiah. On they move, 

Indissolubly firm ; nor obvious hill, 

Norstraif ning vale, nor wood, nor stream, divides W 

Their perfect ranks f for high above the ground 

Their march was, and Uie passive air upbore 

Their nimble tread ; as when the total kind 

Of hirds, in orderly array on wing. 

Came summonM over Eden to receive 7d 

Their names of (hee *, so over many a tract ■ 

Of Heaven they marchM, and many a province wide, , 

Tenfold the length of this terrene : at last, 

Far in th' horizon to the north appeared 

From sk i rt to sk irt a fiery region, stretoh'd 80 

In battalions aspei^, and nearer view 

Bristled with upright beams innumerable 

Of ri|f id spears, suid helmets throng'd, and shields 

Various, with boastful ai^ument pourtray'd, 

The banded powVs of Satan hasting on S5 

With furious expedition ; for they wf en'd" 

That self-«ame day by fight, or by surprise, 

To win the mount of God, and ou his throne 

To set the envier of his state, the proud 

Asptrer j but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain 9i 

In the mid-way: though strange tons it seemed 

At first, that angel bhouU with angel war, 
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And in fierce hMtiogr meet, who wont to meeC 
So oft in festivals of joy and lore 
Unanimous, as sons of one gj^tSire^ 
Rymiung th' eternal Father : but the shovl 
^ Of battle now began, and riishingf sound 
Of onset ended soon each milder thougfht. 
Higfh in the midst, exalted as a God, 
Th* apostate in his snn-bright chariot sat^ 
Idol of majesty divine, enclosM 
With flaming chembin and golden shields; 
Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 
' Twixt host and host hut narrow space was left, 
A dreadfnl interval, and front to front 
Presented stood in terrible array 
Of hideous length : before the cloudy van, 
On the rough edge of battle ere it joinM, 
Satan, with vast and haughty strides advancM, 
Came tow Ving, armM in adamant and gold ; IK^ 

Abdiel that sight endurM not, where he stood 
Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds. 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

^^0 Heaven ! that such resemblance of the flfighVst 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 11& 

Remain not : wherefore should not strengthand migte 
There fail where virtue fails, or weakest prove 
Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable? 
His puissance, trusting in th^ Almighty^s aid, 
I mean to try, whose reason I have tryM * 199 

Unsound and false ; nor is it ought but just, 
That he who in debate of truth hath won, 
Should win in arms, in both disputes alike 
Victor; though brutish that cont^ and foid, 
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When reason hath to deal with force, jet so 12& 

Most reason is that reason OTercome.* 

*^ So pondering, and from his tinned peer» 
Forth stepping opposite, half-way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
IncensM, and thus securely him defyM. IZtf 

^ ' Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reachM 
The height of thy aspiring unopposed, 
The throne of God unguarded, and his side 
Abandon^ at the terror of thy power 
Or potent tongue : fool f not to think how vain 13$ 

Against th^ Omnipotent to rise in arms ; 
Who out of smallest things could without end 
Have raisM incessant armies to defeat 
Thy folly ; or with solitary hand. 

Reaching beyond all limit, at one hlow 140 

Unaided could h&ve finished thee and whelmM 
Thy legions under darkness : but thou seest , 
All are not of thy train ; there be who faith 
Prefer, and piety to God, though then 
To thee not visible, when I alone 145 

SeemM in thy world erroneous to dissent 
From all: my sect thou seest ; now learn, too late, 
How few sometimes may know, when thousands err/ 

** Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye askance, 

Thus an8wer''d. ^ 111 for thee, but in wishM hour 159 

Of my revenge, first sought for, thou return^st 

Prom flight, seditious angel ! to receive 

Thy merited reward, the first assay 

Of this right handprovokM,.since first that tongue, 

Inspired with contradiction, durst oppose 155 

A third part of the Gods, in synod met 

Their deities to assert, who, while they feel 
Vol. I. 15 
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yif our dirine widiin them, can allow 

Omnipoteiice to none. But well thou oom^st 

Before thy fellows : ambitious to win 1€^ 

Froui me some plume, that thy sucoess may show 

Destruction to the rest: this pause between 

(Unanswered lest thou boast) to let thee know, ^ 

At firrt I thought that liberty and Heaven 

To heayenly souls had been all one ; but now 1G5 

I see that most through sloth had rather serve, 

Ministering' spi*rits, traiuM up in feast and sopg ; 

Such hast thou anuMj the minstrelsy of Heaven, 

Servility with freedom to contend, 

As both their deeds comparM this day shall prove.* 170 

'^To whtmi in brief thus Abdiel stern replyM. 
* Apostate! still thou err^st, nor end wilt 6nd 
Of erring, from the path €t( truth remote : ' 

Unjustly thou deprav*st it with the name 
Of servitude to serve whom God ordains, 175 

Or Nature j'God and Nature bid the same, 
When he who rules is worthiest, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is servitude, " 
To serve th* unwise, or him who hath rebellM 
Against his worthier, as thine now serve thee^ 180 

Thyself not free, but to thjrself enthraird ; 
Yet lewdly dar^st ourministMng upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy kingdom j let me serve 
in Heaven God ever blest, and fab divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obeyM ; 185 

Yet chains in Hell, not realms expect : meanwhile 
From me returnM, aserst thon saidat, from flight, 
This greeting on thy impious crest receive.* 

*' So say^ing, a noble stroke he lifted high, / 

Which hung not, bat so swift with tempest fell 190 
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Oq the proud crest of Satan, that no sight, 

Nor motion of swift thought, less cottid his shiel4 

Soch ruin intercept : ten paces huge 

He hack recoiPd : the tenth on hended knee 

His massy spear upstay^d j as if Dn earth Id^ 

Winds under ground, or waters forcing way, 

Sidelong had pushM a mountain from his seat. 

Half sunk with all his pines. Amazement seizM 

The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to see 

Thus foilM their mightiest 3 ours joy filled, and ^hout, ^ 

Presage of victory, and fierce desire 

Pf battle : whereat A!(ich^til bid sound 

Th' arch-angel ^umpet : through the vast of Hear'n 

It sounded, and the faithful armies rung 

Hosanna to the High'est: nor stood at gaze 2Qg 

The adverse legions, nor less hideous joinM 

yhe horrid shock. Now storming fury rose, 

And clamour such as heard in lieay'n till now 

Was never J arms ou armour clashing brayM 

Horrible discord, and the padding wheels , 21Q 

Of brazen chariots rag*dj dire was the nois^ 

Qf conflict 3 overhead the dismal hiss 

Of fiery darts in flaming voltes ^e?y, 

And flying vaujted either host with fir?. 

So under fiery cop9 togetjier rushM 215 

Both battles main, with ruinous assault 

4,nd inextinguishable rage : all Heav'n 

Resounded j and had Earth been then, all Earth 

Had to her centre shook . What wonder ? when 

Millions of fierce encountering angels fought 2aQ 

On either side, the least of whom could wield 

These elements, and arm hira with the force 

Of »\\ their r«ffions : Jiow much more of powV 
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Arinj^ againit army numberless to raise 

Dreadful combustion warring, and disturb^ 22d 

Though not destroy, their happy native seat^ 

Had not th^ eternal King omnipotent, 

From his strong hold of Heaven, high oFerrurd 

And limited their might; though nnmberM such 

Am each divided legion might have seemM 830 

A numerous host ; in strength each armed haiMl 

A legion ; led in fight, yet leader secmM 

Each warrior single as in chief, expert 

When to advance, or btand, or turn the sWay 

Of battle, open when, and when to close 239 

The ridges of grim war : no thought of fligh^ 

None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 

That argued fear ; each on himself reiy*dy 

As only in his arm the moment lay 

Of victoiy : deeds of eternal fame 240 

Were done, but infinite ; for wide was spread 

'That war and various; sometimes on firm ground 

A standing fight, then, soaring on main wing. 

Tormented all the air ; all air seemM then 

Conflicting fire. Long time in even scale 945 

■The battle hnng; till Satan, who that day 

Prodigious pow'r had shown, and met in arma 

No equal, ranging through the dire attack 

Of fighting seraphim confasM,.at length 

.Saw where the sword of Michael smote, and feird S60 

Squadrons at once ; with huge two>handed sway 

Brandished aloft, the horrid edge came down 

Wide wasting ; such destruction to withstand 

He hasted, and opposed the rocky orb 

p{ tenfold adamant, his ample shield, !256 

A vast circuafereace. At his approach 
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The grent arch-angel from his warlike toil 
^tirceasM, and glad, as hoping here to end 
Intestine war in iteav^n, th* ar£h (oe subdaM, 
Or captiire draggM in chains, with hostile frown 2dQ 

And risage all inflain*d, first thus began. 
• *** Author of ev^il,'naknowti till thy revolt, 
UnnamM inHeay*n, now plenteous, as thou secst 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all, 
Though heaviest by just measure on thyself 265 

And thy adherents : how hast thou disturVd 
Heav^n^s blessed peace, and into nature brought 
Misery, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion! how hast thou insttird 
Thy malice into thousands, once upright 270 

And faithful, now prov*d false ! But think not here 
To trouble holy rest ; Heav'n casts thee out 
From all her confines. Heaven, the seat of bl iss, 
Brooks not the wo^'ks of violence and war. 
Hence theq, and evil go with thee along, 27«^ 

Thy ofispring, to the place of evil, Hell ; 
THoa and thy wicked crew ; there mingle broils, 
£ie this avenging sword begin thy doom, 
Qr some more sadden vengeance, wingM from God, 
precipitate thee with augmented pain !^ 28Q 

** So spake the prince of angels; to whom thns 
The advenmy. ^ Nor think thon with wind 
Of aeiy threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canst not. Hast thou turnM the least of these 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rise 286 

Vnvanquish^d, easier to transact with me 
That thou shouldst hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chase mc hence ? err not, that so shall end 

The strife which thou cftlPst evil, but we style 
15* 
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The «trife of gloiy ; which we mean to win, 900 

Ortyrn this Hear'n itself into the Hell . 

Tboa fablest; here however tb dwell free, 

If not to reign : meaowhile thy utmost force^ 

And join him namM Almigphty to thy aid, 

I fly not but have sought thee far and nigh.* ^ 99& 

'* They ended parle, and both addressM fbr fight 
Unspeakable ; for who, though with the tmigae i 
Of angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth conspicuous, that may lilt 
Human imagination to such height 30Q 

Of godlike pow*r? for likest Gods they seem*d^ 
8tood they or movM, in stature, motion, arms, 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heaven. 
Now wavM thrir fieiy swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles *, two broad suns their shields 905 

BlazM opposite, while expectation stood 
In horror ; from each hand wiUi speed retirM, 
Where erst was thickest fight, th' angelic tiirong^ 
And left large field, unsafe within the wind 
Of such commotion ; such as, to set forth SIQ 

Great things by small, if, nature^s concord broke, 
Among the constellations war were sprang. 
Two planets, rushing from aspect malign 
Of fiercest opposition, in mid sky 

Should combat, and their jarring spheres confound. 316 
Together both with next to* Almighty ami 
Up-lifted imminent, one stroke diey aimM 
That might determii|||^and not need repeat, 
As not of pow*r at onee ; nor oddsappearM 
In might or swift pretention : but the swolrd 380 

Of Michael, from the armoniy of Ood 
Was given him temperM 8o, that neither keen 
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Nor solid might reiitt ti»tedgfe t it met 

The sword of Satan, with steep §»tce. to 9mHe 

Descending, and in half ea|t sheer; nor ^y'd, 3$)9 

But swift wheel reverse, dk^p eptHiAg, «har*d 

All his right side : thjen Sjjitan first knew paiBy 

And writhed htni to and fro Mmvolr^d ; so sore 

The griding sword fsith disaoBtiimoas wound 

Fioss'd through him : biitfh*etl|efealsttbitaiioeclos^d, 939 

Not long divisible : and if^ the guph 

A stream of necta'rous hinaour issaiog flowM 

Sanguine, sudi as celestial qii'rits nay faleedy 

And all his annonr siaiiir'd, erewl^ile-so bright. 

Forthwith on all sides to his aid was ran 8*% 

By angels many ^nd strong, who interpoi'd 

Defence, while others bore him on their shi^ds 

Back to hi^ chariot, where it stood wttrM 

From off the ^les of war: there they him laid 

Gnashing for angnish, and despite, and shame^ 8|Q 

To find himsetf fiot mplc^lc^,'andhis pfidc 

Humbled by such rebuke, so finr beneath 

His confidence to equal God in powV. 

Yet soon he bealM ; >for sptVits th^ iiy» throui^u^t 

Vital in every part, net as finail man 346 

In entrails, heart or head, lim or leins, 

Cannot but by annihilating die ^ 

Nor in their liqnid texture mortal wovnd 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 

All heart they li ve, .aU head, all eye, all ear, 9M^ 

All intellect, all sense : and^-as they please, 

They limb themselre% aadooioiir, shape, ox siie 

Assnine, as likes Aem best, condense or tare, 

<' Meanwhile in other parts like deeds deserv'-d 
Memorialy where^the sught of Qabrif I UtagU, SbSt 



im 7ARA0ISE LOST. 9ook V|. 

And with fierce ensig^ns piercM the deep array 

Of Moloch, farioils kin^ ; who bidi defy* d, 

And ar his chariot wheels to dng him bound 

Tbreaten'd, uor from the Holy One of Heav*n 

RefrainM his tong^ae blaspheiAoar; hut anon ' 960 

Down cloven to the waikt, with shatterM anas 

And uncouth painfled beHowingr. On each win^ 

Uriel and Rfq>hael his vaunting' foej ' 

Thongph huge, and in a rock of diamond armM| 

VanqaishM Adrfeunelecb, and Asraodta, 365 

Two potent thrones, that to be less than Gods 

Disdained, bat meanerthougrhts lekrtCd »n their flij<ht» 

Vangled with ghastly wonnds through plate and mail. 

Nor stood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 

The atheist crew, but with redoubled blow d7<{ 

Ariel, and Arioch, and the violence 

Of Ramiel scorc^h'd and blasted, overthrew. 

I might relate of thousands, and their names 

Eternize here on earth j bnt those etect - 

Angels, contented with their fame in Heaven, 375 

Seek not the praise of men : the other sort, 

In might though wond'rous, and in acts of war, 

Ker of renown less eager, yet hy doom 

Canceird from -Heaven and sacred memory, 

Nameless in dark oblivion let them dwell..- 380 

For strength from tnlth'divided, and from juft, 

Illaudable, nought merits bat diqiraise 

And ignominy -, yet to glory' aspires 

Vain-glorious, andihrough iitfamy seeks fame : 

Therefore eternal silence be their doom. \ 38^ 

'^ And now, their mightiest quelPd, the battle swervM,, - 
With many an inroad gor'd j deformed root 
VnterM, and fool disorder ; all the gxovnd 
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With shiverM armour strown, and on a heap • 

Chariot on charioteer lay orerturn'd, 390 

And fiery foaming steeds ; what stood, recoilM 

O^er-rwearied, through the faint satanic host 

Defensive scarce^ or with pale fear soipris'dy 

Then first with fear surprised and sense of paiii» 

fled ignominious, to such evil brought 396 

By sin of disobedience ; till that hour 

Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 

Far otherwise th* inviplable saints, 

In cubic phalanx firm, advancM entir^i 

Invulnerable, impenetrably ann*d ^ 4/10 

Such high advantages their innocence 

Gave them above their foes, notto have sinnM, 

Not to have disobeyMj in fight they stood 

Unwearied, unobooxious to be paiuM 

By wound, though from their place by violenca movM. 4M 

'^ Now night her course began, and over Heav'a 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce imposed. 
And silence on the odious din of war: 
Under her cloudy covert both retired, 
Victor and vanquishM : on the foughten field 410 

Michael and his angels prevalent 
fiucaroping, placed in guard thieir watche« romidi 
Cherubic waving fires : on th* otberpart, 
8atau with his rebellious disappeared, 
Far in the dark dislodgM ; and, void of reil^ 415 

His potentates to council caird by night ; 
And in the midst thus undismayM b^gan. 

<' ^ O now in danger tryM, now known in 9xn$ 
Not to be overpowVd, companions dear, < 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, . 4S0 

Too mean pretence ! hnt| what wf more aifeot, 
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Honour, ilominioii, gloi7,an(i renown ; 

Who have siutaioM one day in donblfn) figpht 

(And if one day, why not eternal days ?) 

What Heaven's Lord had pow Vallest to senA 435 

Against us from about his throne, and jndgM 

Sufficient to su1»diie us to his will, 

But proves not so : then fallible, it seems. 

Of future we may deeni him, though till now 

Omniscient thought. True is, less firmly anb'd, . 430 

Some disadvantage we endured and pain, 

Till now not known, but, knolvn, as soon contemnM; 

Siuce now we find this our empyreal form 

Incapable of mortal i ujury, 

Imperishable, and, though piercM with wound, 435 

Soon closing, aktd by native vigour healM. 

Of evil then so small as easy think ' 

The remedy; perhaps more valid arms, 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 

May serve to better us, and worse our foes, ' 44A 

Or equal what between us made the odds. 

In nature none : if otherhidden cause 

I>ft them superior, while we can preserve 

Unhurt our minds, and understanding sound, 

Due search and consultation wilt disclose.* 445 

^* He sat ; and in th^ assembly next upstood 
Nisroch, of principalities the prime ; 
A* one he stood ek»p^d from criiel fight, 
Sore toil, his riven afms to h^voc hewn, ■ 
And cloudy in aspect 'thus aiiswertng spake. 430 

* Deliverer from new lords, leader tb free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods; yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find. 
Against unequal arms to fight in pa|n| 
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Against unpainM, impaagire ; from which evil 465 

Ruin must needs ensne j for what avails 

Valour or strength, though matchless, qneird with pain . 

Which an suhduei, and makes remiss the hands 

Of mightiest ? Sense o{ pleasure we may well 

Spare out of life perhaps, and not repio^, 460 

But lire content, which is the calmetct life : 

But pain is perfect misery, the worst 

Of evils, and excessive, overturns 

All patience. He who therefore can invent 

With what more forcible we may ofiend 465 

Our yiet unwounded enemies, or arm 

Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves 

No less than for deliverance what we owe.^ 

" Whereto with look composM Satan reply'd. 
* Not nninvented that, which thou aright 470 

Believ*st so main to our success, 1 bring. 
Which of us who b^olds the bright surface 
Of this ethereous mould whereon we stand, 
This continent of spacious Heaven, adornM 
With plant, fruit, flowV ambrosial, gems and goldj 
Whose eye so superficially surveys 476 

These things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude. 
Of spirituous and fieiy spume^ till, touchM 
With Heaven^s ray, and temperM, they shoot forth 480 

So beauteous, opening to the ambient light? 
These in their dark nativity the deep 
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame ; 
Which, into hollow engines long and round 
Thick.ramm'd, at th' other bore with the tuugh of fire 485 
Dilated and infuriate, shall send forth 
From far, widi thundVing noise, among our foes 
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Such imp1«inent8 of mischief, as shell dash 

To pieces, and oVrwhelm whatever stands 

Adverse, that they shall fear we have disann*d 490 

The Thuad'rer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long shall be our labour ; yet ere dawn, 

ISffect shall end our wish. Meanwhile revive ; 

Abandon f)sar ; to strength and council joihM 

Think nothing hard, much less to be despaired.* 495 

^ He ended, and his words their drooping cheer 
Enlightened, and their languish^ hope reviv'd. 
Th* invention all admirM, and each, how he 
To be th' inventor missed ; so e^sy'' it seem'd 
Once found, which, yet unfound, most would have thonght 
Impossible: yet haply of thy race 501 

In future days, if malice should abound. 
Some one, intent on mischief, or inspirM 
With devMish machiuation, might devise 
Like instrument to plague the sons of men 505 

For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew ; 
None arguing stood ; innumerable hands 
' Were ready ; in a moment up they tumM 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 510 

Th' originals cif nature in their crude 
Conception ; sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and with subtle art, 
Concocted and adusted, they reducM 

To blackest grain, and into store conveyM : 515 

Pai-t hidden veins diggM up (nor hatli this earth 
Entrails unlike) of mineral and stone. 
Whereof to found their engines and their balls 
Of missire niin *, part incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 520 
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So all ere dAj-tpring, under conscious nig^hf^ 

Secret they finishM, and in order set, 

With silent circumspection unespyM. i 

'' Now when fair mom orient in Heaven appearM, 
Up rose the victor angels, and to arms 523 

The matin trumpet sung : in arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host, 
f^oon banded ; others from the dawning hills 
Looked round, and scents eiteh coast light-anued soonr^ 
Each quarter, to descry the distant foe bSfk 

Where lodgM, or whither fled, or if for iight, 
In motion, or in halt : him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns moving nigh, in slow 
But firm battalion j back Hvith speediest sail 
Zopliiel, of cherubim the swiftest wing, 535 

Came fly^ing, and in mid air aloud thus cryM. 

'^ Ann, warriors, arm for fight j Hie foe at hand, 
tVliom fled we thought, will save us long pursuit 
lliis day ', fear not thi!< flight ; so thick a cloud 
lie comes, and settled in his face I see 540 

Sad resolution, and secure : let each 
His adamantine coat gird wt'll, and each 
Pit well his hf Im, gripie fast his orbedshield, 

Borne even or high *, for this day will pour down, 

If I conjecture ought, no drizzling shower, 645 

But rattling storm of arrows barbM with fire.* 
^ So warnM he them, aware themselves, and soon 

In order, quit of all impediment ^ 

Instant without disturb they took alarm, 

And onward move embattled -. when behold ! 960 

Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 

Approaching gross and huge, in hollow cubo 

Trainiag his devilish enginiy, impard 
Vol. 1. 16 
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On every side witb shadnwing squadrons deep; 

To hide the fraad. At interview b«»th stood 5&5' 

Awhile; hut suddenly at head appoarM 

Satan, and thus was heard commanding- loud. 

*< ' Vangfuard, to right and left the front unfold ; 
That all may see who hate us, how we seek 
Peace and composure, and with open hreast 560 

Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not hack perverse ; 
Bat^hat I douht; however witness Heaven ! 
Heaven, witness thou anon ! *while we discharge 
Freely our part ; ye who appomted stand, 565 

Do as you have in charge, and hriefly touch 
What we propouncf, and loud that all may hear !* - ^ 

** So scoffing in ambiguous words, he scarce 
Had ended *, when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retired : 670 

Which to our eyes discovered, new and Strange, 
A triple-mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars most they seemM, 
Or hoUnwM hodies made of oak or fir, 
With t>ranches lopt, in wood or mountain feird), 575 

Brass, iron, stony mould, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gap'd on us wide, 
Portending hollow truce : at each behind 
A seraph stood, and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving tipt with fire : while we, suspense, 590 

Collected stood within o\^r thoughts amusM, 
^ot long *, for sadden all at once their reeds 
Fat forth, and to^ narrow ventappIyM 
With nicest touch. Immediate in a fiame, 
But soon obscurM with smoke, all Heaven appearM, 585 

From those deep-throated eogines hekhM, whose roar 
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icibowelM with ontragewis noise the air, 

And all her entrails tore, disgi>i||fing' foul 

Their derMish glut, chaiu'd thunderbolts and hail 

Of iron globes; which, on the victor host i590 

Leveird, with such impetuous fury smote, 

That, whom they hit, none on their feet might standi 

Though standing else as rocks, but down they fell 

By (ihpusands, ange] on igrch-angel roird ; 

The sooner for their arms ; uiiarmM, they might 595 

Haye easily, as spi^rits, evaded swift 

JBy quick contraction or remove ; but now 

Foul dissipation foUowM and forcM ropt^ 

Nor servM it to relax their serried files. 

What should they do? if on they rushM, repulse .600 

Repeated, and indecept ovejthrow 

Doubled, would render them yet more desipisM, 

And to their foes a laughter ; for ii^ viejnr 

Stood rankM of seraphim another row, 

In posture to displode their second tier 6$b 

Of thunder : back defeated to return 

They worse abhorr'-d. Satan beheld t^eir plight, 

And to his mates thus in derision callM. 

'< ^ O friends ! why come not on these victors proud ? 
Erewhile they fierce were coming : and when we 610 

To entertain them fair with open front 
And breast (what could we more ?) propounded terms 
Of composition, straight they changed their minds, 
Fiew off, and into strange vagaries |b11. 
As they woul4 dance ; yet for a dance they seemed 615 

Somewhat extra?agaiit and vjlii, perhaps 
for joy of offerM peace : but I suppose, 
If our proposals once again were heard, 
We should compel them to a quick result,* 
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** To whop) ihm Belial id like gamesome mood. &2% 

'Leader ! tho terms we sent were terms of weight, 
Of hard coDteBts, and full of force urg*d home ^ 
Such as we might perceire amusM them all, 
And stnmbled many: who receiyes them right 
Had need from head to foot well understand : 635 

Not understood, this gilt they have besides, 
They show us when our foes walk not upright/ 

*^So they among themselFes in pleasant vein 
Stood scoffing, heightenM in their thought^ beyond- 
All doubt of victory : eternal might 63^ 

To match with their inventions they presum'd 
So easy% and of his thunder made a scorn, 
And all his host derided, while they stood 
Awhile in trouble : but they stood not long ; 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them arnis ^36 
Against such hellish mischief fit to^ oppose. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the powV, 
Wtuch God hath in his mighty angels placM !) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven jS^ 

Of pleasure situate in hill and dale ) 
Light as the lightning glimpse they ran they flew^ 
From their foundations loos^nj^g to and fro 
They pluckM the seated hills with all their loa^, 
Kocks, waters, woods, and by the shaggy tops 645 

Up-lifting bore them in their hands : amaze, 
B«7 sore, and terror seiz^ the rebel host, 
When coming towards them so dread they saw 
The bottom oi the mountains upward turnMj 
Till on those cursed engines^ triple-i-ow 650 

They saw them whelmM, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep ^ 
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Themselves invaded Aext, and on their heads 
MaiD promontories flung*, which in the air 
Came shadowing', and oppressed whole legions armM ; 
l*heir armour helpM their harm, crushM in and bruisM d^ 
Into their substance pent, which wrought them paii^ 
Impiaicable, and many a dolorous groan, 
Liong- struggling nnderne^jth, ere they could wind 
Oat of such prison, though ^pi'rits of purest light, Q60 

Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown. 
The rest, in invitation, to like arms 
Betook them, and the neigfaVring hill^ uptore ; 
So hills amid tl^e air endlunterM hillf, 
HarlM to aqd fro with jaculation dirq, ^665 

That under ground they fought in dispaal shade ^ 

Infernal noise ; war seemM a civil game 
. To this uproar ^ horrid confusion beapM 
> fJpan confusion rose : and now all Heaven 

Had gone to wrack, with ruin overspread ; 670 

Had not th' almighty fatl^er, where he $its •^' 

ShrinM in his sanctuary of Heaven secure, 

Consulting on the sipn of things, foreseen 

This tumult, and penuitted all, advisM : 

That his great purpose he might so fulfil, 4S75 

To honour his anointed Son avengM 

Upon bis enemiesf and to declar^ 

All powV on him transferrM : when<;e to his Son, 

Th* assessor of his throne be thus began. 

^< ^ Eflfulgence of my glory, Son*belovM, 680 

Son in whose face invisible is beheld 

Visibly, what by deity 1 am, 

And in whose hand what by decree I do, 

Second Omnipotence 1 two days are past, 

T>FO days, as we compote the daj-s of Heaven, 

16* 
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Since Michael and his powers went forth to tame 

Thf 8e disobedient : sore hath been their fight, 

As likeliest was, when two such foes met armM; 

For to themselves I left them, and thou knowV, 

Equal in theircreation they were fonn'd, 695 

Save what sin hath impairM ; which yet hath wroug^ht 

Insensibly, for I suspend their doom ; 

Whence in perpetual fig'ht they needs most last 

Endless, and no solution will he found : 

War wearied hath performM what war can do, 4)95 

And to disorderM rag-e let loose the reins. 

With mountains, as with weapons, arnlM ; which makes 

Wild work in Heaven, and dang'''rous to the main. 

Two days are therefore past, th« third is thine 5 

For thee I have ordaiu''d it, and thus far ' TOO 

Have sufferM, that the gflory may be thine 

Of ending" this great wrir, since none but Thou 

Can end it. Into thee such virtue"* and g-race 

Immense I have transfusM, that all may know 

In Heav'n and Hell thy pow'r above compare ; 7(^5 

And, this perverse commotion govern'd thuff, 

To manifest thee worthiest to be heir 

Of all things -, to he heir, and to be king 

By sacred unction, tfiy deserved right. 

Go then, thou mightiest, in thy Father's mig^ht, 710 

Ascend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 

That shake lieav'n's basis, bririg forth all my war, 

My bow and thunder, my Almighty arms 

Gird on, and sword upon thy puissant thigh ; 

Pursue these sons of darkness, drive them out 715 

^rom all Heaven's bounds into the utter deep : * 

There let them learn, as likes them, to despise 

pod gud Messiah his anointed kin^.? 



*' He said , and oa his Son with rays dir<ict 
Shnne full -, he all his Father full expressed 7'20 

Tneitably into his face ceceiyM j 
And thus the filial Godhead anslwriosr spake. 

** * O Father, O supreme of Heav'nly Thrones, 
First, highest, holiest, be$t, thou always seek^st 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 725 

As is most just J this I my glory* account, 
My exaltation, and my whole delight. 
That thou, in me well pleasM, declar^st thy will 
Fulfiird, which to fulfil is all my bliss. 
^M^eptre and powV, thy giving, I assntne, 730 

And gladlier shall resign, when in the end 
Thou shalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov^st : 
^ut whom thou haf st, I hate, and can put on , 
^y terrors, as I put thy mildness on, - 735 

Image of thee in all things j and shall soon, 
Arm*d with thy might, rid Heaven of these rebe|Pd, 
To their preparM ill mansion driven down, • 

To chains of darkness, and th* undying worm ; 
That from thy just obedience could revolt, 7^ 

Whom to oWey is happiness entire'. 
Then shall thy saints unniixM, and from th* impure 
Far separate, circling thy holy mount. 
Unfeigned halleluiahs to thee sing, 
llyms of High praise, atid { among them chief.* 745 

^' So said, he, o^er his sceptre bowing, rose 
From the right hand of glory where he sat, 
And the third sacred morn began to shine. 
Dawning through Heaven : forth rush'd with whirPwind sound 
Thh chariot of paternal Deity, 750 

Iflashinigf thick flames, wheel withiq wheel undrawn. 
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Ittelf instiQct with spirit, but convoy'd 

By four cherubic lAapes ; four faces each 

Had woodrons ; as with stars, their bodies all 

A nd wings were set with eyes, with eyes the ndieek 755 

Of beryl, and careering fires between; 

Oyer their heads a chrystal finnament, 

Whereon a sapphire throne, inlaid with pure 

Atnbcr, and colours of the show^iy arch. 

He in celestial panoply all arm'd 7Q0 

Of radient Urim wprk divinely wrought, 

Ascended ; a^ bis right hand Victory 

Sat eagle wing'd, beside him hung his bow 

And quiver with three-bolted thunder storM, 

And from about him fierce effusion roll' d 7^ 

Of smoke, and bickering fianie,and sparkless dire; " 

Attended with ten thousand thousand saints, 

He onward came ; far off his coming shone ; 

And twenty thousand (I their i^umber heard) 

Chariots pf God, half on each hand, were seen ; 770 

He oji the wings of cherub rode ^ubli me 

On the crystalline sky |n sapphire thron'd, 

Illu3trious far and v^ide ; but by his own 

Firsts«en; them unexpected joy surprisM, 

When the great ensign of Messiah blazed 775 

Aloft by angels borne, his sign in Heaven : 

Under whose conduct Michael soon reduced 

His army, circumfusM on either wing, 

Under their head embodied all in one, 

Before him powV divine his way preparM ; 780 

At his command th' uprooted hills retir'd 

Each to his place ; they heard his voice, and went 

Obsequious ; Heav^i his wonted face renewed, 

Aad with fresh flowerets hill and valley smird, 
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This sayr his hapless foes, but stood obdarM, 7B& 

And to rebellious fight rallied their powers 

-Jnseasate, hope couoei#|iog' from despair. 

Id heav'aly spi*rits could sucji perverseness dwell ? 

Sat to convince the proud what 8ig,ns avail, 

Or wonders move tii^ obdurate to relent ? 799 

They, hs^rdeoM more by .what might most reclaiin, 

Grieving to see his glory, at the sight 

T<K>k envy ; and, aspit^iog to his height. 

Stood re-emb^ttled fierce, by force or fraud 

Weening to prosper, and at length prevail 7% 

A^inst God and Messiah, or to fall 

1b universal ruin last j and qow 

To final battle drew, disdaining flight. 

Or faint reftreajt ; when the gi-eat Son of God 

To all his host on either hand thus spake. ^ 

<' ^ Stand still in bright array, ye saints, stand here^ 
Ye angels annM ; thi^ day ifrora battle rest; 

Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 

Accepted, feajrless in his righteous causey > 

And as ye have receivM so have ye d(Hie, Stih 

Invincibly ; but of ^is cursed crew 

The punishlnent to other bapd belongs ; 

Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints : 

Number to this ^fty^s work is not ordain'd, 

Nor multitude ; stand only and behold 810 

God^s indignation on these godless pourM 

Sy me ; not yon, but me, they have despised, 

Yet envied ; against me is all their rage. 

Because the Father, f whom in Hcav^en supreme 

Kingdom, and pow*r, and glory, appertains, 8|5 

Hath honourM me according to his will. 

Therefore to me, their doom he hath assignM: 
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That they may hare their wish, to try with me 

In battle which the stronger proves, they all, 

Or I alone ag-ainst them ; si oee by strength 829 

They measure all, of other excellence 

Not emulous, nor care who them excels ; 

Nor other strife with them do I vouchsafe.* 

<< 80 spake the Sou, and into terror chang-M 
His countenance t90 severe to be beheld, 8SS 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies^ 
At once the four spread out 4heir starry wingfs 
With dreadful shadf contig-uous, and the orbs 
Of ^s fierce chariot roU'd, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host. <630 

He on his impious foes rigrht onward drove, 
Gloomy as night j under bis burning wheels 
Tlie*steadfast empyrean shook throughout, 
A^i but the throne itself of God. Full soon 
Among them he arriv*d, in his right hand 895 

Grasping ten tliousand thunders, which he sent 
Before him, such as in tlieir soute infixM 
Plagues^ they, astopishM, all resistance lost. 
All courage ; down t^eir idle weapons dropt ; 
0*er shields, and beloMs. and helmed heads he rode 840 

Of thrones and mighty seraphim prostrate, 
That wishM the mountaius now might he again 
•Thrown on them as a shelter from his ire. 
Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold-visagM four 845 

Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes; 
One spirit in them nilM, and every eye 
GlarM lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
^mong th^ accursM, tlmt witherM all their strength, 
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And of their wonted vigour left them drained, 851 

Exhausted) spiritless, afflicted, fallen. 

Ye^half his strengtfi he put not forth, hut checkM 

His thunder in mid volley 3 for he meant 

Not to destroy, hut root thenk out of Heaven : 855 

The overthrown he raised, and as a h^rd 

Of g^oats or timorous flock together tbrbng^d 

Drove them before him thunderstruck, pursued 

With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

And crystal wall of Heaven ; which, opening wide, 860 

Roird inward, and a spacious gap disclosM 

Into the wasteful deep : the monstrous sight 

Struck them with horror backward, but far worse 

Urgr'd them behind ; headlong themselves they threw 

Down from the verge of Heaven ; eternal wrath 865 

Burnt after them to the bottomless pit. 

** Hell heard th' unsufferable noise, Hell saw 
Heaven ruining from Heav^i, and would have fled 
Affrighted ; but strict fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, aud too fast had bound. 870 

Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roar'd, 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a rout 
EncnmberM him with ruin : Hell at lust 
Yawning receiv'd them whole, and on them clos'd^ 876 
Hell, their fit habitation fraught with fire 
Unquenohablf , the house of woe and pain. 
DisburdenM Heaven rcjoicM, and soon repaired 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roUM. 
Sole Fictor, from the expulsion of his foes 880 

Messiah his triumphal chariot turnM : 
To meet him all his saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his almighty acts, 
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With jubilee ftdTaiic*d; and, as they went. 

Shaded with branching paim, each order bright, 885' 

Sung triumph, and him sang ribtorious King, 

Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion gliren, 

Worthiest to reign : he celebrated, rode 

Triumphant through mid HeaT*n, into'the coart^ 

And temple of his mighty Father tbronM 690 

On high ; who into glory him received, 

Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss. 

^ Thus measuring things in Heaven by things on Earth, 
At thy request, and that thou may^st beware 
By what is past, to thee I have revealM 895 

What might have else tir human race been hid ; 
The discord which befel, and war in Heaven 
Among th^ angelic powers, and the deep fall 
Of those too high aspiring, who rebellM 
With Satan ; he who envies now thy state, 9*00 

Who now is plotting how he may seduce 
Thee also from obedience, that, with him 
BereavM of happiness, thou may^st partake' 
His punishment, eternal misery ^ 

Which would be all his solace and revenge, 905 

As a despite done against the most High, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
But listen not to his temptations; warn 
Thy weaker ; let it prpfit thee to* have heard, 
By terrible example, the reward 9f0 

Of disobedience ; firm they might have stood, 
Yet fell : remember, and fear to transgress.'^ 

END OF BOOK VI 
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BOOK VII. 

))ESCEND rro|n Heaven, Urania, by that name 

If rightly thou art caLPd, whose voice divine 

Following-, above th^ Olympian hill I soar, 

Above the flight of Pegaseau wing. 

The meaning, not the name, I call : for thou 

Kor of the muves nine, nor on the top 

Of old Olympus dwelPst ; but, heavenly born 

Before the hills appearM, or fountain flowed, 

Thou with eternal Wisdom didst converse, 

Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play ]0 

lu presence of th^ almighty Father, pleasM 

With thy celestial song. Up led by thee 

Into the Heaven of Heavens I have presumM, 

An earthly guest, and drawn empyreal air, 

Thy tempering ; with like safety guided down ].5 

Beturu me to my native element: 

Lest from this flying steed unreinM (as once 

Bcllerophon, though from a lower clime). 

Dismounted, on th' Aleian field I fall, 

Ernmeous there to wander and forlorn. 20 

Half yet remains unsung, but narrower bound 

Withia the visible diurnal sphere ; 

Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole. 

More safe 1 sing with mortal voice, unchanged 

To hoarse or mute, though falPn on evil days, ?5 

On evil days though falPn, and evil tongues ; 
In darkness, and with dangers eompassM rouii4) 
And solitude j vet not alone, while thou 
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V\a\V$t my slumbers nightly, or when mom 

Purples the east : still govern thou my song, 90 

Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 

But drire for off the barbarous dissonance 

Of Bacchus and his revellers, the race 

Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 

In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ears 35 

To rapture, till the savage clamour drownM 

Both harp and voice : nor could the Muse defend 

Her son. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 

For thou art heavenly, she an empty dream. 

Say goddess, what ensued when Raphael, 4ft 

The affable arch-angel, had forewarnM 
Adam, by dire example, to beware 
Apostacy, by what befel in Ileav^n 
To those apostates ; lest the Iij(e befal 

In Paradise to Adam or his race, 4^ 

ChargM not to touch the interdicted tree, 
If they transgress, aud slight that sole command, 
So easily obeyM amid the choice 
Qf all tastes else to please their appetite, 
Though wandVing. He, with his consorted Eye, 50 

The story heard attentive, and was filPd 
With a4miration and deep muse, to hear 
Qf things so high and strange, things to their thought 
So unimaginable as hate in Heaven, 

And war so near the peace of God in bliss, 55 

With sncb confusion : but the evil, soon 
Driven back, redounded as a flood on those 
From whom it sprung j impossible to mix 
With blessedness. Whence Adam soon repeals 
The doubts that in his heart arose : aud now ({P 

j^ed on, yet sinless, with desire to know 
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What nearer mig-bt concern him, how this world 

Of Heav'n and Earth conspicuous first beg-an ; 

When, and whereof created -^ for what cause : 

What within Eden, or withciit was done 65 

Before his memory ; as one whose drouth 

Yet scarce allay'd still eyes the current stream,^ 

Whose liquid murmur heard new thirst excites, 

Proceeded thus to ask bis heav'nly guest. 

" Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, ' 7^ 

Par differing from this world, thou hast reheard, , 

Divine interpreter I b^ favour sent 

Down from the empyrean, to forewarn 

Us timely' of what might else have been our loss. 

Unknown, which human knowledge could not reach: 

for which to th* infinitely Good we owe 76 

Immortal thanks, and his adnionishmrnt 

Receive, with solemn purpose to observe 

Immutably his sovereign will, the end 

Of wt at we are. But since thou has-tvouohsafM 80i 

Gently, for our instruction, to impart 

Things above earthly thought, which yet concernM 

Our knowing, as to highest wisdom seeniM, 

Deiirn to descend now lower, and relate 

What may no less perhaps avail us known, 85 

Huw first began this Heav'n which we behold 

Distant so high, with moving fires adornM 

Innumerable J and this which yields or fills 

AH space •, the ambient air wide interfusM 

Embracing i-ound this florid earth ; what caase 90 

Mov'd the Creator, in hii holy rest 

Through all eternity, so late to build 

In Chaos ; and the work begun, how soon. 

AbsjUM; if unfcnbid thou may*st unfuld 

17* 
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What we, not to explore the «ecret« ask 96 

Of his eterual empire, hat the more 

To magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the great light of day yet wants to ran 

Much of his race though steep \ suspense in Hea?*ny 

Held hy thy voice, thy potent voice, he hearsy ICP 

And longer will delay to hear thee tell 

His generation, and the rising birth 

Of nature from the unappaient deep : 

Or if the star of evening and the moon 

Haste to thy audience, night with her will bring 10& 

Silence; and sleep, listening to thee, will watch; 

Or we can bid his absence, till thy song 

End, and dismiss thee ere the morning shine.** 

Thus Adam his illustrious guest besought: 
And thus the godlike angel answerM mild. 110 

" This also thy request, with caution ask*d^ 
Obtain : though to recount almighty works 
What words or tongue of seraph can suffice, i 

Or heart of man suffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canst attain, which best may serve U6 

To glorify the Maker, and infer 
Thee also happier, shall not be witheld 
Thy hearing; such commissi<m from above 
I have receivM, to answer thy desire 

Of knowledge within boimds ; beyond abstain l!^^ 

To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not revealM, which th* invisible King, « 
Only omniscient, hath suppress^ in night, 
To none communicable in Earth or Heav*n: 
Enough is left besides to search and know. 129 

But knowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
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Or measure what the mind may well contain ^ 

Oppresses else with surfeit, and soon turns 

Wisdom to folly^, as nourishment to wind. 130 

'' Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav*n 
(So call him, hrigfhter once amidst the host 
Of angels, than that star the stars among-) 
Fell with his flaming- legions through the deep 
Into his place, and the great Son returnM 13& 

Victorious with his saints, th^ omnipotent 
Eternal Fatht* r from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus spake. 

^ ^ At least our envious foe Imth failM, who thought 
AH like himself rebellious, by whose aid 140 

This inaccessible high strength, the seat 
Of Deity supreme, us dispossessed. 
He frosted to have seizM, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no more ^ 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I see, 145 

Th« ir station ; Heaven, yet populous, retains 
Namber sufficient to possess her realms 
Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 
With ministeries due, and solemn rites : 
But lest his heart exalt him in the harm 150 

Already done, to have dispeopled Heaven, 
My damage fondly deeniM, I can repair 
That detriment, if such it be to lose 
Self-lost ', and in a moment will create 

Another world, out of one man a race 155 

Of men iunumerable, there to dwell, 
Kot here ; till, by degrees of merit raisM, 
They open to themselves at length the way 
Up hither, under long obedience try^d ; 
And Earth be changed to Heav'n, and Heav'n to Earth, 
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One kingdom, joy and union without end. 161 

Meanwhile inhabit lax, ye pow*rs of Heav'n; 

And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 

This I perform ; speak thou, and be it done ! 

My overshadowing spi^rit, and might with thee 16!> 

I send along; ride forth, aqd bid the deep 

Within appointed bounds be Heaven and Earth ^ 

Boundless the deep, becanse I Am who 611 

Infinitude, nor vacuoas the space. 

Though I, uncii*cumscribM myself, retire, 170 

And put not forth my goodness, which is free 

To act oj- not, necessity and chance 

Approach not me, and what I will is fate.'* 

^* So spake tli' Almighty, and to what lie spake 
His Word, the filial Godhead, gave cftVct. 175 

Immediate are the acts of God, more swift 
Than time or motion, hut to human ears 
Cannot without procrss of speech be told, 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 

Great triumph and rejoicing was in lleav'n, 180 

When such was heard declarM th' Almighty's will; 
Glory thoy sung to the most High, goodwill 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace : 
Glory ti) him, whose just avenging ire 

Had driven out th' ungodly from his sight 18j 

And th' hahit:itions of the just; to him 
Glory and praise, whose wisdom had ordained 

lood out of evil to create ; instead 
Of spi'rita malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thonce diffuse lt?D 

His good to worlds and ages infiinte, 

" So sang the hierarchies : meanwhile the Son 
Pu hi« great expedition now appear'dj 
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Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crowned 

Of majesty divine ; sapience and love 195 

Immense, and all his FjE^ther in him shone. 

About his chariot numberless were pourM 

Chernb and seraph, potentates and thrones, 

And virtues, wingetl spi'rits, and chariots wingp'd 

From th' armoury of God, where stand of old 200 

Myriads, between two brazen mountains lodgM 

Against a solemn day, harnessM at hand, 

Celestial equipage; and now came forth 

Spontaneous, for within them spirit liv'd, 

Attendant on their Loixi : Heav'n opened wide SQ5' 

Her ever-duringr gates, harmonious sound 

On golden hinges moving, lo let forth 

The King of Glory, in his powerful word 

And^spirit, coming to create new worlds. 

On heav'nl^ ground they stood -, and from the shore 210 

They view'd the vast immeasurable abyss 

Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild, 

Up from the bottom turn'd hy furious winds 

And surging waves, as mountains, to assault 

Heav'n's height, and with the centre mix the pole. 215 

« < Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep, peace^ 
Said then th' omnific Word ; * your discord end !' 
Nor stay'd, but on the wings of cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 

Far into Chaos, and the world untoni ; * 220 

For Chaos heard his voice : him all his train 
Followed in bright procession to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then stay'd the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compasses, prepared 225 

In God's eternal store, to circumscribe 
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Tbif universe, and ftll created thingfs : 

One foot he centered, and the other tarnM 

Rnnnd through the vast profundity obscure, 

And said, ' Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 230 

This be thj just circumference, O world i* 

Thus God the Heaven created, thus the Ear^, 

Matter unformM and void : darkness profound 

CoverM th^ abyss : but on the watery calm 

Ilis brooding wings the spiMt of God outspread, 235 

And vital virtue infusM, and vital warmth 

Throughout the flui^ mass ; but downward purged 

The black tartareous cold infernal dregs. 

Adverse to life : then founded, then conglob'4 

Like things to like ; Hhe rest to several place MO 

Disparted, and between spun out the air. 

And Earth self-balancM on her centre hung. 
*' *• Let there be light,"* said God; and forthwith Hght 

Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure 

Spnmg from the deep ; and from her native east 245 

To journey through the airy gloom began, 

SpherM in a radiant cloud, for yet the sun 

Was not 'y she in a cloudy tabernacle 

SojournM the while . God saw the light was good ; 

And light from darkness by the hemisphere 250 

Divided : light the day, and darkness night 

He namM. Thus was the first day ev^n and morn : 

Nor past uncelebrated, nor unsung 

By the celestial quires, when orient light 

Exhaling first from darkness they beheld ; 255 

Birth-day of Heav'n and Earth ; with joy and shoot 

The hollow universal orb they fillM, 

Aiul touched their golden harps, and hymning prais*<| 
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God and his works; Cr«fttor him they suof, 
Both when first evening* was, atad when first morn. 

" Agfain, God said, ' Let there be firmament 261 

Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the watei-s*,' and God made 
The firmament, expanse of liqiiid, pure. 
Transparent, elemental air, difi'usM 9BS> 

In Gircnit to the nttennost convex 
Of this great rouYid : partition firm and sure, 
The waters anderneath frdm those above 
Dividing : for as earth, so he the world 
Built on circumflaous waters calm, in wide 279 

Crystalline ocean, and the loud misrule 
Of Chaos far renaovM, lest fierce extremes 
Contiguous might distemper the whole frame : 
And Heav'n he named the firmament: so even 
And morning chorus sung the second day. 275 

*' The earth was formal, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involvM,' 
AppearM not : over all the the face of earth 
Main ocean flowM not idle ; but with warm 
Prolific humour softening ail her globe, 280 

Fermented the great mother to conceive, 
Satiate with genial moisture j when God said 
* Be gatherM now ye waters under Heaven 
Into one place, and let dry land appear.* 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 285 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into the clouds ; their tops ascend the sky : 
So high as heav'd the tumid hills, so low 
Down sunk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 
Capacious bed of waters : thither they 286 

Hasted with glad precipitance, uproU'd 
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Afl drops on diwt coBglobia'g' from the Ary ; 

Vatt rise in crystiil wall, or ridge direct. 

For haste ; such flig'ht the grreat comm&Dd impressM 

On the swift floods : as armies at the call S95 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou hast heard) 

Troop to their standard, so the wat*iy throng, 

Wave rolling after wave, where waj they fouiid| 

If steep, with torrent rapture, if throniph plain, 

Soft-cbbing' ; nor withstood tiiem rock or hill ; 900 

But they, or under ground, or circnit wide 

With serpent error waadVing, fo:!nd their way. 

And on the washy oose deep channek wore ] 

Easy, ere God had bid tiie ground be diy, 

All but within those banks, where rirers now ^<)& 

Stream, and perpetual drew their humid train. 

llie dry land, earth; and the great receptacle 

Of congregated waters, he callM seas : 

And saw that it was good ; and said, '< Let th* earth 

Put forth the verdant grass, herb yielding seed, 310 

And fsuit tree yielding fruit after her kind. 

Whose seed is iu herself upon the earth.* 

He scarce had said, when the bare earth, till then 

Desert and bare, unsightly, unadomM, 

Brought forth the tender grass, whose verdure clad dl.s 

Her universal face with pleasant green ; 

Then herbs of every leaf, that sudden flowVd 

Opening their various colours, and made gay 

Her bosom, smelling sweet; and, these scarce blown. 

Forth flourishM thick the clustVing vine, forth crept ' ^ '^^ 

The H^rfiHig gourd, np stood the corney reed z*^-^*^ • ' ^""^ "y 

Embattled in her field, and th' humble &hrubj C 

And bush with frizzled hair implicit : last 

Rose, as iu dance, the stately trres, andsprcad 
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Their branches hang witb eopions fruit ; or gfemmM 

Their blossoms : with high woods the hiUs were cruwnMj 396 

With ttifts the vallejrB, and each fountain side ; 

With bordets long- the rirers : that Earth now 

SeemM like to Heav'n, a seat where Gods mig^ht dwell, 

Or v<rander with delight , and love to haunt 390 

Her sacred shades: thoagfh God had yet not rainM 

(Jpon the earth, and man to till the groand 

None was bat from the earth a dewy mist 

Went np, and waterM all the groundjand each 

Plant of the field, which ere it was in th' earth 335 

God made, ind every herb, before it grew 

On the green stem : God saw tiiat it was good. 

So ev'n and mom recorded the third day. 

<' Again th' Almighty spakej: *• Let there be lights 
High in th* expanse of Heaven, to dinde dl9 

The day from night; and let them be for signs, 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years 5 
And let them be for lightias I ordain 
Their oflSce in the firmament of Heay^n, 
To give light on the earth :* and it was so. 345 

And God made two great lights, great for their use 
To man, the greater to have rule by day. 
The less by night, altera; and made the stars, 
And set them in the firmament of Heaven 
To* illuminate the earth, and rale the day 35d 

In their vicissitude, and rule the night. 
And light from darkness to divide . God saw, 
Surveying his great work, that it was good : 
For of celestial bodies first the sun 

A mighty sphere he framM, unlightsome first, 855 

Though of ethereal moald : then formM the HWOn 
Globose, and every magnitode of stars, 
Voir- I, W 
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And sowM with stan the Hear^o thick as a field: 

Of light by far the greater part he tnok. 

Transplanted fj^om her clotidy shrine, and placM 9S0 

In the sun^s orb, made porous to receive 

And drink the liquid light ; firm to retain . 

Her gatherM beams, gr6at palace now of light. 

Hither, as to their fountain, other stars 

Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, 36S 

And hence the morning planet gilds her horns; 

By tincture or reflection they augment 

Their small peculiar, though from human sight 

So far remote, with dimnnition seen. 

First in his east the glorious lamp was Sieen, 370 

Regent of day, and all th^ horizon round 

Inirested with bright rays, jocund to run 

His longitude through Heav^n^s high road : the grey 

Dawn, and the Pleiades, before him danced, 

Shedding sweet influence : less bright the moon, 375 

But opposite in levellM west was set 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 

From him ; for other light she needed none 

In that asprct, and still that distance keeps 

Till night ; then in the east her turn she shines, 380 

RevolvM on beay''n*s great axle, and her reign 

With thousand lesser lights dividual holds, 

With thousand thousand stars, that then ^ppearM 

Spangling the hemisphere : then utst adornM 

With their bright luminaries that set and rose, 385 

Glad evening and glad morn crown'd the fourth day. 
«* And God said, * Let the waters generate 

Rf^ptile with spawn abundant, living soul: 

And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 

DtsplayM on the open firmament of Heav*n.' 390 ^ 
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And God created the g^eat whales, and each 

S«al living, each that crept, which plenteoualy 

The waters gfenerated by their kinds ; 

And every bird of wing after his kind; 

And saw that it was good, and blessM them, saying, 905 

Be fraitfal, multiply, and in the seas^ 

And lakes, and mnaing streams, the waters fill; 

And let the fowl be multiplyM oath" earth/ 

Forthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay 

With fry innamerable swarm, and shoals 400 

Of fish that with their fins and shining scales 

Glide under the green wave, in sculls that oft 

Bank the mid sea : part single, or with mate. 

Graze the sea weed their pasture, and through groves 

Of coral stray ; or, sporting with quick glance, 40d 

Show to the snn their wavM coats dropt with gold, 

Or, in their pearly shells at ease, attend 

Moist nutriment ; or under rocks their food 

In jointed armour watch : on smooth the seal, 

And bended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 41Q 

Wallowing unwieldy, enornious in their gait, 

Te^apest the ocean : there leviathan 

Hugest of living creatures, oq the deep 

Stretched like a promontory sleep§ or swims, 

And seems a moving land ; and at his gills 41^ 

Draws in, and at his trunk spouts out a sea. 

^eanwhile the tepid caves, and fens, and shores, 

Their brood as numerous hatch, from th^ egg that soon 

Bursting with kindly nipture, forth disclosM 

Their callow young ; but feathered soon and fledge 4^ 

They summM their pens j and soaring th^ air sublime 

^ith clang despis'd the ground, under a cloud 

|n prospect ^ there the eagle and the stork 
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On cliffs aad cedar tops their eyries build : 

P&rt loosely wiog the region, part more wise ^S^ 

In common, rangM in figure, wedge their way. 

Intelligent of seasons, and set forth 

Their aery caravan high over seas 

Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing 

Easing their flight : so steers the prudent crane 480 

Her annual voyage, borne on winds; die air 

Floats as they pass, fannM with unnumherM plumes : 

From branch to branch the smaller birds with song 

SolacM (he woods, and spread their paiiiied wings 

Till ev*n ; nor then the solemn nightingale 4S^ 

CeasM warbling, but all night tun'd her soft layi : 

Others on silver lakes and rivers bathM 

Their downy breast ; the ^wan with arched neck. 

Between her white wings mantling proudly, rowi 

Her state with oary feet ; yet oft they quit flO 

Tljte dank, and rising on stiff pennons tower 

The mid aeriel sky: others on ground 

WalkM firm ^the crested cock, whose clarion sounds 

The silent hours, and th* other whose gay train 

Adorns him, coloured with the florid bue 44{» 

Of rainbows and starry* eyes. The waters thus 

With fish replenished, and the air with fowl, 

Evening and morn solemnized the fifth day. 

<< The sixth, and of creation last, arose 
With evening haips and o^atin, when God said, 450 

' Let the earth bring fortl| soul living in her kind, 
Cattle, and creeping things, and beast of tb* earth. 
Each in their kind.* The earth obeyed, and straig'ht, 
Opening her fertile womb, teomM at a birtfi 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, ^15$ 

f«imb*d and full grovfn : out of the ground up rose, 
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As from bis lair, the wild beast where he wons 

In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or deo ; 

Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walkM j 

The cattle in the fields and meadows green : 4(}0 

Jbose rare and solitary, these in flocks 

Pasturing at once, and in broad herds apspning. 

The grassy clods now calvM ; now half appearM 

The tawny lion, pawing to get free 

Bis hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds, 465 

And rampant shakes his hrinded mane ; the ounce, 

iThe libbard, and the tiger, as the mole 

Rising, the crumbled earth abore tjiem threw 

In hillocks : the swift stag from under ground 

Bore up his branching head : scarce from his mould 

^ehemoth, biggest born of earth upheavM 471 

His vastness: fleec\d the flocks and bleating rose, 

As plants : ambiguous hetvveen sea and land 

The river horse and scaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475 

Insect or worm : those wav'd their limber fans 

For wmgs,and smallest lineaments exact 

In all the liveries deckM of summer^s pride, 

With spots of gold and purple', azure and green : 

These, as a Hue their long dimension drew, 480 

Streaking the ground with sinuous tnice 5 not all 

Minims of nature 5 some of serpent kind, 

Wondrous in length and corpulence, iuvolvM 

Their snaky folds, ^jnd added wings. First crept 

The parsimonious emmet, provident 4^5 

Cy future ; in small room large lieart enclosM ; 

Pattern of jus^ equality perhaps 

Hereafter, joiu\l iu her popular tribes 

DfcommoQalty: swarming nextappc'arM 
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The female bee, that feeds her husband drona 490 

Deliciouslj, and builds her waxen cells 

With honey stor*d : the rest are numberless, 

And thou their natures know*st, and gUT^st them namesi 

Needless to thee repeated ; no^ unknown 

The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field, 4^ 

Of huge extent sometimes, with brazen eye^ 

And hairy mane terf ific, thoug^h to thee 

Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

<< Now Heaven in all her gloiy shone, and roUM 
Her motions, as the great first Moirer^s hand fiOQ 

First wheelM their course : earth in her rich attire 
Consummate loFely smiPd ; air, water, earth. 
By fowl, fish, beast, was flown, was swum, was w&lkM 
Frequent ; and of the sixth day yetremaiuM : 
There wanted yet the master work, the end 50|^ 

Of all yet done ; a creature, who, not prone 
And brute as other creatures, but endued 
With sanctity of reason, might erect 
His statu re, and upright with front serene 
Govern the rest, self-knowing ; and from thence 510 

Magnanimous to correspond with Heaven, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Descends, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes^ 
Directed in devotion, to adore 

And worship God supreme, who made him chief 515^ 

Of all his works : therefore th' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Present?) thus to his Son audibly spake. 

'' ^ Let us make now man in our image, man 
In our similitude, and let them nile 520 

Over the fish and fowl of sea and air, 
Beast of the field, and over all the ear^ 
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And every creeping thing that creeps the ground.* 
This said, he formM thee, Adam, thee, O man, V 
Ihist of the g^and, and in tby no^rik breath*4 1^ 

The breath of life ; in his own image he 
Cres ed thee, in the image of God 
Express; and thou becam'st a living soul. 
Male he created thee ; but thjr consort 
Female, for race ; then blessM mankind, and faid, 630 

' Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth j 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of th* air, 
And every living thing that moves on th* eartl^.* 
Wherever thus created, for no place Sfllft 

Is yet distinct by name ; thence, as thou kuow^st^ 
He brought thee into this delicious grove, 
This garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Belectable both to behold and taste ; 

And freely all their pleasant fruit for food 549 

Gave thee j all sorts are here that all th* earth yields. 
Variety without end ; but of the tree. 
Which, tasted, works knowledge of good and evil, 
Thou may^st not; in the day thou eaf st, thou dy^st ^ 
Death is the penalty imposM ; beware, G4& 

And govern well thy appetite, lest Sin 
Surprise thee, and her black attendant I>eath. 
'^Here finished he, and all that he had made 
ViewM, and behold all was entirely good ; 
So ev^n and mom accun^>lishM the sixth day : 969 

Yet not till the Creator, from his work 
Desisting, though unwearied, up returned. 
Up to the Heaven of Heavens, his high abode ^ 
Thence to behold this new created world 
Th* addition of his empire, bow it sho^M 
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In protpect from his throne, how grood, how fair, 
Answeringf his great idea. Up he rode 
FoUowM with acclamation, and the sound 
^4j SymphoniB of ten thousand harps, that tunM 

Ang-elic harmonies: the earth, the air ' 56pl 

Resounded (thou remeraher^st, for thoa heardst) 

The HeaF*n^B and all the constellations rnng>, 

The planets in their station listening stood, 

While the hright pomp ascended jubilant. ' 

Open, ye everlasting gates ! they sung, 565 

Open, ye heay'ns ! your living doors ; let in 

The great Creator from his w6rk retnmM 

Magnificent, his six days work, a world ; 

Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 

To visit oft the dwellings of just men, 570 

Delighted ; and with frequent intercourse 

Thither will send his winged messengers 

On errands of supernal grace. So sung 

The glorious train ascending . he through Heaven, 

That openM wide her blazing portals, led 37j 

To God's etc mal house direct the way ; 

A broad and ample road, whose dust is gold, 

And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear, 

Seen iu the galaxy, that milky way, 

IVhich nightly, as a circling zone thou scest oW 

PowderM with stars And now on earth the seventh 

Evening arose in Edet, for the sun 

Was set, and twilight from the east came on. 

Forerunning night*, when at the holy ihouiit 

Of Heav'n's high-seated top, th* imperial throne 58j 

Of Godhead, fixM for ever firm and sui^>, '^ 

The filial PowV arrivM, and sat him down 

With his great Father 3 for he also wen^ 
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Hath Omnipresence), and the work ordaia^'dy 5M 

Author and end of all things ^ and, from work 

Now resting, Messed and hallowMthe seventh dajT) 

As resting on that day from all has work^ 

But not in silence holy kept: the harp 

Had work and rested not j the solemn pijpe, dS6 

And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop^ 

AU sounds on fret by string or golden wire 

TemberM soft tunings, ioiennixM withvoioe 

Choral or unison : of incense clouds, 

Fuming from golden censers, hid the mount. 490 

Creation and the six days acts they awag ; 

.Great are thy works, Jehovah ! infinite 

Thy pow*r ! what thought can measure thee, or tongue 

Re^itp thee ? greater now in thy return 

Than from the giant angols : thee t^t day 601^ 

Thy thunders magnifyM ; hot to crea;te 

Is greater than created to destroy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 

7%iy empire? easily the proud attempt 

Of spirits apostate, and their counsel rain 610 

Thou hast repeird, while impiously they thought 

Thee to diminish, and frcnn thee withdraw 

The number of thy worshippers. Wbo seeks 

To lessen thee, against his purpose serves 

To manifest the more thy might : his evil 615 

Thou usest, and from thence creat^f t more good. 

Witness this new-made world, another Heaven 

^rom Heaven gate not for, founded in view 

On the clear hyaline, the glassy sea; 

Of amplitude almost immense, with stars fi^ 

NuQierons, and eveiy star perhaps aworl^ 
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Of defltiaM habitation ; but thoo know^st 

iTheir seasons : among' these the seat of men, 

£ailh, ^ith her neflier ocean cireumfu8*d, 

Th^ir pleasant dwelling'-place. Thrioe happy men, 625 

And sons of men, whom God hath thus advanced ! 

Created in his imag'e, there to dwell 

And worship him ^'and in reward to rale 

Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air, 

And mnlti^y a race of worshippers ^36 

Holy and jost ; dirice happy, if they know 

Their happiness, and perseyere upright ! 

' ^ So sung theyj and the empyr^n rang 
With hBllelttiahs - thus was sabbath kept. ' 
And thy request think now fulfiU'd^ that ask'd 635 

How first this world and face of things began, 
And what before thy memory was done 
Trom the beginning ; that posterity 
InformM by thee, might know ; if else thou seek^st 
Ought, not surpassing human measure, say.^ 
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